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Fear you'll take it ill that J have 


4 omitted writing to you one 
f Poſt ; but, dear Couſin, I was 
willing to be informed of divers 


things, which I am now going to 
relate. "2 
Vo I. II. A And 4 


2 TheLady's Travels into Spain. 
And firſt, I will ſpeak of the Churches 


of Madrid, which I find extreme beautiful 
Quality ſeldom 


and neat: The Women of 

o to them, becauſe they all have their 
Chapels in their Houſes; but there are cer- 
tain days in the year, they never fail to be 


O at them, of which number are 
Go to receive 


their Indulgen- 
8 5 week; and there alſo they 


ks their “ Stations, and 

ſometimes go to Confeſſion. 
Our Lady's Church of Atocha, that is to 
_ ay, our Lady of the Buſb, is indeed a very 
fine one. It ſtands within a vaſt Convent, 
which is fill'd with Religious Women, who ſel- 
dom or never go out of it, that being one 
of their Rules "they are to obſerve. They 
lead an auſtere Lite; and from all Parts 
People come to pay their Devotion here; 
_ when the Kings of Spain have gained 
Victories, or happy Succeſs, thither 
ho go to ſing Te Deum. There you'll ſee 
a Virgin holding a young Jeſus, which they 


report to be miraculous. She's of a black 


Complexion, and very often they dreſs her 
up like a Widow; but upon great Feſtivals 
e is richly cloathed, and ſo adorned with 
Jewels, that nothing can be ſeen more 


magnificent. She hath in a particular man- 


ner the Sun drawn round her Head, whoſe 
Beams ſhine admirably. She always has a 
val pair of Beads either in her hands or 

hung 


all the days in the Paſſion- 


2 
4 


\ 3 
* 
— a 


hung 
one {ide of the Body of the Church, 


fore 'em; 
Oratory 
em to certain little Cloſets, all painted and 
gilt, with Glaſs Windows round, where 
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at her Girdle. This Chapel is on 
and 
in ſuch a place, as it would be very dark, 
were it not that there's continually burn- 
ing above an hundred great Lamps of Gold 
and Silver. The King has his Gallery there, 


. whoſe fore-part is made up with a Lattice- 


Window. In all their Churches they make 


uſe of Haſlocks to kneel on; and when a 


Perſon of Quality, or a ſtrange Lady comes 
in, the Sexton ſpreads a large Carpet be- 
; upon which he either ſets an 
with Cuſhions, or elſe he leads 


one is very conveniently plac'd. There never 
fails a Sunday that the Altar is not illumina- 
ted with above an hundred thick Wax Can- 
dles. It is likewiſe adorned with a prodi- 
g10us quantity of Plate, and fo are all the 


Churches of Madrid, Here are abundance. 


of fine Walks made of your green Turf, 


and ſet full of Flowers, in which they 


place a great many Fountains, from whence | 


the Water falls into Baſons either of Silver, 
or Marble, or Porphyry Stone. Round 


about them they plant great numbers. of 


Orange Trees as high as a Man, and theſe 


| are ſet in very fine Boxes; and among theſe 
they turn looſe ſeveral Birds, which make 

| a pretty ſort of Muſick. And this, as I 
have deſcribed to you, laſts almoſt all the 
A 2 Lear; 


* 
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fuer them much better chan cheir In- 


In the Chapels which they call our Lord's 


-of Almunada, you ſee a Vir gn, which they 


tell you St. James brought from Feruſalem 
and ich in a Tower which is in the middle 


of Madrid. The Moors having beſieg'd the 
City, the Inhabitants were reduced to ſo 


great a want of Proviſions, that they were 
deliberating to ſurrender, when on a ſud- 
den they found this Tower full of Corn. 
They concluded, ſuch a plentiful and ſea- 
. Supply could be no leſs than the 
effect of a Miracle. This fill'd them with 


Joy and new Courage, and made them ſo 


vigorouſly defend the City, that the Moors 


toiled with a long Siege, were forc'd to re- 
tire. Afterwards they found the Image of 


the Virgin, and in Gratitude they built a 
Chapel for her, upon the Walls of which 
this whole Hiſtory is painted in Freſco. 
The Altar, Rails, and all the Lamps, are 


of ſolid Silver. 


The Minime Friars have a Church near 


this, in which is the Chapel of our Lord 


of Soledad, where the Salutation is every 
Night ſaid. This is a Place of great De- 


| votion, I mean for thoſe that are truly de- 


vout ; for there are a great many Perſons 
who make it their Rendezvous tor other 


0 ends. 1 But 
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* 7 . a4 
, © FRET. 
PL IR Z 
on tact LOI 2 DOI gn — * 


Tear; neither are their Churches ever with- 
out Orange or Jeſſamine Trees, which per- 
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The Lady's Travels into Spain. 5 
But St. 1{dore*'s Chapel ſurpaſſes all in 
Beauty. He is the Patron of Madrid, and 
he was but a poor Labourer. The Walls 
of the Chapel are all caſed with Marble 


of divers Colours, and its Pillars are of 
the ſame, and ſo are ſome Statues of cer- 


tain Saints. This Tomb is in the middle, 


and four Pillars of Porphyry ſupport over 
it a Crown cut in Marble, in which are 
repreſented Flowers, whoſe Colours are ſo 
very natural, that one may ſay, Art has 
outdone Nature. The Cupulo without is 
adorned with the Images of the twelve 
Apoſtles, which ſtand round it. 

I ſaw at St. Sebaſtines (which at preſent _ 


is my Pariſh) a Canopy, which the Queens- 


Mother cauſed to be made, for the car- 
rying the Holy Sacrament to the Sick in 
bad Weather. It is made of Crimſon Vel- 
vet, embroider*d with Gold; it is covered 
with Shagreen, and nailed with Gold Nails; 
it has ſeveral great Glaſſes ahout it, and in 
the middle of its Roof there is rais'd a fort 


of | Steeple, which is full of little Bells of 
Gold. Four Prieſts carry it, when any 


Perſon of Quality is ſick, and deſires to re- 
ceive the Sacrament, and all the People at 
Court attend it. There are about a thou- 
ſand Flambeaus of white Wax to give 
Light, and ſeveral muſical Inſtruments play 
before it. They make ſome Stay at all the 
94 3 great 
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great Places in their way, to give leave to 
the People to kneel and receive the Bene: 
diction, and to let the Muſicians play up- 
on their Harps and Gittars, and ſing to 
them. It is generally in the Night- time 
that they carry it with ſo much Ceremony 
and Reſpect. 

When they are to celebrate a Feſtival in 
ſome Church, the Evening before they ſet 
up a long Pole faſten'd in "the Ground, on 
the top of which is a kind of deep Cha- 
fing-diſh, which they fill with wooden 
Chips, mix d with Brimſtone and Oil. 
This burns a long while, and gives a very 
great Light; they place theſe Poles in the 
torm of Alleys, which make a delightful 
ſort of Illumination. 

The Women that go tos to Maſs, 
hear a dozen of them; but ſhew ſo much 
Diſtraction, and wandring of Thoughts, 
that one may eaſily perceive their Minds are 
employed on ſome other thing than their 
Prayers. They wear Muffs that are above 
half an Ell long; they are made of the 
fineſt Martins and Sables which can be 
ſeen, and are worth four or five hundred 
Crowns a- piece. They muſt ſtretch back 
their Arms as far as poſſibly they can, to 
be able only to put their Fingers ends into 
the entrance of their Muffs. I fancy I have 
already told you that the Women are ex- 
tremely little, and theſe Muffs are Yo 
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The Lady's Travels into Spain. 7 
little leſs than themſelves. They always 
wear a Fan too; and be it in Summer or 


Winter, they never ceaſe fanning themſelves 


all the time of Maſs. In the Church they 
all ſit upon their Legs, and are continually 
taking of Snuff, and yet never ſmut them- 
ſelves with it, as *tis uſual; for in this, as 
in all other things, they have very neat 
and dextrous ways of Management. Every 
time the Elevation is made, both the Wo- 
men and Men give themſelves a ſcore of 
Blows with their Fiſts upon their Breaſt; 
which makes ſuch a Noiſe, that the firſt 
time J heard it, I was very much affrighted, 


and thought they were beating one another. 


As to the Cavalleros (I mean thoſe which 
by Profeſſion are Gallants, and wear a piece 
of Crape round their Hats.) as ſoon as 
Maſs is ended, they march up to the Place 
where the Holy Water 1s kept, and ranging 
themſelves round it, they preſent of it to- 
all the Ladies, who allo come thither, and 


at the ſame time ſay ſomething to them that 


is kind; to which the Women make a per- 
tinent Anſwer in few Words; for it muſt 
needs be granted, that they ſpeak preciſely 

what they ſhould ; and that extempore, with- 
out any trouble of ſtudying for Words. 

But the Pope's Nuncio has, upon pain of 

 Excommunication, forbid the Men to pre- 
ſent the Women any Holy Water. And tis 
ſaid, that this Prohibition was obtained at 
A- 4 the 
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the Intreaty of ſome jealous *Huſbands, 
However it be, it is obſerved; and they ſay 
the Prohibition even forbids the Men to 
give each other any Holy Water. 

Let the Spani/h W omen be of what Qua- 


the Church, nor any kind of Train held 
up; for our Parts, as ſoon as we appear 
there in our French Cloaths, every body 
gets round about us: But the moſt trouble- 


Pd 


ſome of all are big-belly'd Women, who 


are more inquiſitive than the others, and 
for whom they have here the greateſt Re- 
ſpect and Complaiſance ; for 'tis pretended, 
that if they long for any thing, and miſs of 


hale, and examine every body as they liſt. 
Aͤt firſt, I could not take ſuch a kind of 


jeſting, a ad talked to them fo roughly, that 


ſome of them went away weeping, and 
durſt not return. But there were others 
who were not ſo eaſily put out of Counte- 
nance; they would ſee my Shoes, my Gar- 
ters, and what I had in my Pockets. My 
Kinſwoman ſeeing I would nor permit them, 
told me that if the People once took notice 
of me they would certainly ſtone us, and- 
bid me let them have their Humour. My 
Women and Chamber-maids were yet 


worſe tormented than I; and I am aſham'd 


ro 


lity they will, they never have Cuſhions in 


it, they receive ſo much hurt that they im- 
mediately miſcarry ; ſo that they have a li- 
berty to pull off ones Gloves, and to tug, 


— ß IT To . 


FE 


f Wife in private. 
by his Appearance, made no queſtion that 
this was a young big-belly'd Woman, and 


4 k hes. Nags Hs 
5 9 . N 8 
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to tell you how far the Curioſity of theſe 
big-belly'd Women proceeded. 
I was told that there was a young Man at 


Court who was deſperately in Love with 
a very fine Woman, whoſe Huſband conti- 
nually kept her under his Eyes; fo that 
finding 
23 diſguiſed himſelf like a Woman big 
F Child, and ſo went to her Houſe. 
4 dreſs d himſelf to the jealous Huſband, and 
i told him he had the Lantajo (which is the 


no other way 


to ſpeak to her, he 
with 
He ad- 


Word for longing) to diſcourſe with his 
The Hu ſband, deceived 


immediately conſented that his Wife ſhould 


q make this Perfon happy with a long and. 
2; Pleaſant Audience. 


When any of theſe Women long to ſee 
the King, they give him notice of it; and. 
he has the Goodneſs to come into a great 
Balcony, which looks into the Palace Court, 
and there he tarries as long as they deſire. 

Not long ſince a Spaniſh Woman, juſt 
come from Naples, ſent to beg the King 
that ſhe might ſee him; and when ſhe had 


| look'd upon him as long as ſhe had a mind. 


in a Tranſport of Zeal, with Hands lifted 
up, ſhe ſaid to him, I beſeech God, Sir, that 

bis Mercy he would one day make you Vice 
Roy of Naples. Tis faid this Paſſage was. 


d before the King, to inform him that 


— * 
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the magnificence of the then Yice-Roy, who 
was not beloved, far exceeded his. Very 
frequently there comes into my Relation's 


Houſe Women who are perfect Strangers, 


to whom nevertheleſs ſhe is very kind and 
civil becauſe they are big with Child; and 
ſuch we mult not vex. 

Thanks to Heaven, Lent is over; and 
tho I only obſerved the Paſſion- week, yet 
that was more tedious to me than a whole 
Lent kept at Paris; for there is no Butter here; 
that little which one meets with, is brougt 
about thirty Leagues off wrapt up like 
Sauſages in Hogs Bladders. It is full of 
Worms, and very dear. But the Oil makes 
amends, for *tis very excellent ; only you 


know every body does not love it, and Iam 


one of thoſe who cannot eat it, without 
being very fick. | 

That SEL makes it yet worſe here is 
that Fiſh is very ſcarce; it is impoſſible to 
have any ſweet which is caught in the Sea, 
for that is diſtant from Madrid above four- 
ſcore Leagues. Sometimes there is a Sal- 
mon brought, of which they make Pies, 
which being ſeaſoned with Spice and Saf- 
fron is eatable. There's very little freſh 
Water Fiſh ; and yet for all this they do not 
ſuffer much Inconveniency ; for, indeed, 
there's hardly any body keeps Lent, neither 
Maſter nor Servant, becauſe of the great 
want of Proviſions, T bey take a Licenſe 
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from the Pope's Nuncio, which coſts about 
a Shilling, which gives them leave to eat 
Butter and Cheeſe all Lent, and the Heads, 
Feet, or Inwards of the Fowl, Sc. every Sa- 
turday throughout the Year. And it ſeems 
to me Pretty odd, that on this day they 
mould eat the Feet, Head, and Inwards, and 
yet dare not eat any other part of the ſame. 


Creature. 


The Shambles are as open in Lent, as. 


they are in the Carnaval. Their way of. 


ſelling Meat is very troubleſome; it is 


cloſe ſhut up in the Butcher's Shop; one 


ſpeaks to him through a little Window, 
and deſires of him to buy half a Calf, or the 


like; he neither vouchſates to anſwer you, 


nor to ſhew you the leaſt bit of Meat: At 


laſt, you are content with a Loin of Veal ; 


but he makes you pay your Money down. 
before-hand, and then through his little 
Window he gives you a Leg of Mutton 
you return it, and tell him, this is not what. 
you aſk ; he takes it again, and inſtead 
"thereof he gives you a ſhort Rib of Beef; 


then you make a Noiſe for your Loin; but 


he concerns himſelf no further than ta 
throw you your Money, and ſhut the Win- 
dow upon you. This vexes one, and you 
go to another, and he treats you after the 
ſame manner, if not worſe; ſo that. it is 
beſt to tell them how much Meat you 
would have, and leave the reſt to. op: 


* 
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The Fleſh is ill for the Stomach, it is ſo 
lean, dry, and black; but as bad as it is f 


+» 
'Y 
8 
Hig 
ms 
1 
3 
* 


yet there's ſeſs required of it than of ours in 11 
France to make good Soup. Every thing t 
here nouriſhes ſo extremely, that an Egg 
does one more good than a Pigeon elſe- | | 
where; and this I take to be an Effect ß 
the Climate. „ 
As to the Wine, it does not pleaſe me 
this is not the Country where the excellent 5 


Spaniſo Wine is drank ; that comes from 
Andaluſia and the Canary Iſlands, which 
muſt paſs the Sea to gain that Strength 
and Pleaſantneſs which we find in it. At 
Madrid the Wine is ſtrong enough, if not 
too ſtrong ; but it wants that delicious 
Taſte. Add to this, that they keep it in 
Bags made of Buck-ſkin, and fitted up for 
that purpoſe, ſo that it always ſmells or 
taſtes either of Pitch, or as if it was burnt. 
I now begin not to wonder that Men are 
ſo temperate with ſuch Liquor. They'll E 
ſell as little a Quantity of it as one will, 1 
even to the Value of a French Double: . 

But that which 1s fo retailed out to the 1 
poor People, yet it is made worſe than it 
would be, by their letting it ſtand all day | 
in an open earthen Baſon, out of which 3 
they fell to thoſe who have a Mind. It 4 
grows ſowre, and ſmells fo ſtrong, that it 1 
makes one's Head ake in paſſing by. 


Lent 
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| Lent makes no Alteration in their Plea- i 
ſures; indeed they are ſo moderate, or at 
leaſt thoſe they uſe make ſo little Noiſe, 


that they enjoy them at all times. 


No Body fails of going to their Station 
in Paſſion Week but particularly from Wed- 
neſday to Friday. In theſe three Days are 
acted very different things, by real Peni- 
tents, Lovers, and Hypocrites. There are 
divers Women, who, under pretence of 
Devotion, conſtantly go to certain Churches, 
where for a Year before they are aſſured to 
meet him they love; and tho? they are attend- 
ed with ſeveral of their Women, which they 
call Duennas; yet as the Crowds are great, 
and Love makes them ingenious, ſo they 
make a ſhift, in ſpite of all the Agus's, to 
flip on one fide into a little adjoyning 
Houſe, which by a private Sign they 
know, and is hired for that purpoſe, and 
without the help of any Body, but at that 
very Moment of time. When they have 
Aone, they return to the fame Church, 
where they find their Women buſy in 
ſearching for them ; they fall a chiding 
them for their Careleſneſs in loſing them ; 
and thus the Huſband, who for a whole 


Year hath induſtriouſty watch'd his dear 


Wife, loſes her at that very Seaſon when 
ſhe is oblig'd to be the moſt faithful to 
him. The great Conſtraint they hve un- 
der, puts violent Deſires in them to enjoy 

a Ome 
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ſome Freedom; and their very amorous 
Nature makes them witty to find out Means 
to bring about their Deſigns. 

Tis an unpleaſant thing to ſee the Dz/- 
ciplinarians: The firſt time I met one of 


them, I thought I ſhould have ſwooned 


away. The Unexpectedneſs of ſuch a ter- 


rible Sight ſeized me. Fancy a Man com- 


ing ſo near you that he'll cover you all 


over with his Blood. Thus, it ſeems, is one 


of their Paſtimes, There are certain Rules 
by which to diſcipline themſelves hand- 
ſomely, and Maſters to teach the Art, juſt 


as to dance, and to fence. They have a 
ſort of a Gown made of their Baptiſt Cloth. 


very fine, which comes down to their Shoes; 
it is laid in ſmall Pleats, and ſo prodigiouſ- 
ly wide, that it contains at leaſt fifty Ells 
of Cloth. They wear upon their Heads a 


Cap three times higher than a Sugar-loaf, 


and of the ſame Shape: It is covered with 
Holland, and from it falls a great piece of 


Cloth which hides all the Face, and the 


fore-part of the Body: there are two little 


Holes in it to ſee through : On the back of 
their Waſtcoats they have two great Holes 
upon their Shoulders; they wear white 
Gloves and Shoes, and abundance of Rib- 
bands, which ties their Walſltcoat-fleeves, 
but hanging down, and not in Knots. 


They alſo tie one to their Whip; common- 


1 tis their Miſtreſs which honours them 
with 
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with this Favour: And to be more ad- 
mired, they muſt not lift up their Arms, 
only the Wriſt and the Hand; and the 
Blow muſt not follow haſtily, nor the 
Blood which runs out ſpoil their Cloaths. 
They give themſelves moſt terrible Cuts 
and Slaſhes upon their Shoulders, from 


whence runs Streams of Blood. They 


walk ſo ſoftly in the Streets as if they coun- 
ted their Steps; they preſent themſelves be- 
fore their Miſtreſſes Windows, and there 
with wonderful Patience laſh themſelves. 


The Lady through the Lattice of her 


Chamber ſees this fine Sight, and by ſome 
Sign encourages her Gallant to flea himſelf 
alive, and lets him know how very kindly 
ſhe rakes this Action of his. When they 
meet a handſome Woman, they whip them- 


' ſelves at ſuch a rate, as to make the Blood 


fty upon her: This is eſteemed a particu- 
lar Civility, and the Lady acknowledges 
and thanks them for it. When once they 


I have begun to give themſelves this Diſci- 


pline, the Preſervation of their Health 
obliges them afterwards to uſe it every 
Year, otherwiſe they would be ſick. They 


have alſo little Needles ſtuck in Sponges, 


with which they prick their Shoulders and 
their Sides ſo eagerly, as if they did not 
hurt them. But Pl tell you ſomething yet 
ſtranger. Several Courtiers often take this 
Walk in the Night: But they are ea 
you y 
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ly the young Fools, and they give notice 


to all their Friends of their Deſign, who 
immediately come to them very well armed. 
The Marquis De Villa Herme/a was one of 
them this Year, and the Duke De Vejar was 
the other. This Duke went out of his 
Houſe about nine a Clock at night; he 


had a hundred Flambeaus of white Wax 
_earry*d before him, two by two. T hree- 


ſcore of his Friends went before, and a 
hundred followed after him, and every one 
had his Page and Footman; and it was a 


very long Proceſſion. It is known when 
Men of this Quality are to walk, ſo that 


all the Ladies are in their Windows, and 
hang out their Carpets in their Balconies; 


and that they may the better ſee and be 


ſeen, they have Flambeaus faſtened to the 


fides. The Knight of Diſcipline, with his 


Guard, - paſſes along and falutes the Specta- 
tors. But that which often cauſes a great 
deal of Miſchief, is, when the other D/ 


ciplinarian, who ſtands upon Honour and 
Reputation, marches with his great Com- 


pany in- the ſame Street. This happened to 
theſe Perſons I have now mentioned. Each 
of them would have the upper Hand, and 
neither would yield to it. The Footmen 
with their Flambeaus began to lay one an- 
other over their Faces, and burn their Whiſ- 
kers and Hair; the Friends of each Party 
drew their Swords againſt one _— 

1 ur 
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Our two Heroes, who were only arm'd with 
this Inſtrument of Penance, ſearch for each 
other, and being met, begin a moſt ter- 
rible Battle. After they have us'd a little 
Diſcipline about one another's Ears, and 


cover'd the Ground with the Ends of their 


Whipcords, they fall to downright Fiſti- 
3 cuffs like any Porters: Tho” after all there's 


but little matter to laugh at in this piece 


of Mummery, for they beat one another 


well favouredly; they wound, and often 


kill; and here old Enmities revive, and are 
7 revenged. But at laſt, the Duke de Vejar 


yielded to the Marquis de Villa Hermoſa 3 
they gathered up their broken Whips, and 
2 mended them as well as they could; the 
great Cap which was thrown into the 
Canal, was wiped, and put upon the Pe- 
nitent's Head again; the wounded were 
carry'd home, and the Proceſſion began 
again, and they walked more gravely than 
ever through a great part of the City. 


The Duke had a great Mind the next 
Morning to be revenged ; but the King com- 
manded both him and the Marquis not to 


ſtir out of their Houſes. But to come to 


what they do upon theſe Occaſions. Tou 
muſt know, that after theſe Servants of 
God are return'd home, there's a magnificent 
Supper prepared of all ſorts of Meats: And 


obſerve, that this is on the laſt Day of Paſ- 
en Meet. But after fo good a Work, they 


think 
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think they may do a little Evil. Immedi- 
ately the Penitent cauſes his Shoulders to be 
a long time rubb'd with Sponges dipt in 
Vinegar and Salt, left there ſhould remain 
any bruiſed Blood. Aſter that, he ſets him- 
ſelf at the Table with his Friends „and re- 
ceives from them the Eulogies and Applau- 
ſes which he believes he has merited. Every 
one in his turn tells him, that in the Memo- 
ry of Man none was ever ſeen to receive 
the Diſcipline with ſo good a Grace. They 
magnify all his Actions; but above all, 

the Happineſs of that Lady for whoſe 
ſake all this Bravery was performed. The 
whole Night is ſpent in ſuch kind of Diſ- 


courſe; and ſometimes he that has been ſo 
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well flogged, is ſo ſick, that he cannot go 
to Maſs on Eaſter-day. Do not think that 
I uſe any Art to ſet out the Hiſtory of this 
Matter to make you merry: It is all lite- 
rally true; andI tell you nothing, which 
you may not be fatisfied in from every 
body that has been at Madrid. 

But there are alſo true Penitents, which 
indeed troubles one extremely to look on 
them; they are dreſs*d juſt as thoſe who. 
give themſelves the Diſcipline, except that 
they are naked from the Shoulders to the 
Middle, and with a kind of narrow Mat 
are ſwaddled and bound ſo very hard, that 
all the Fleſh which appears is black and 
blue : Their Arms ſtretched out, are wrapt 
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about with the ſame Mar. They carry 
to the Number of ſeven Swords ſticking in 
their Backs and Arms, which hurt them 


greviouſly when they ſtir too much, or hap- 


pen to fall, which they often do; for they 
going bare-foot, and the Stones in the 


Streets being ſharp and cutting their Feet, 
they cannot poſſibly always keep them- _ 


23 
'y 
9 


ſelves up. There are others, who inſtead 
of Swords carry Croſſes ſo very heavy, 
that they are even born down with them; 
neither would I have you think that theſe 


are of the ordinary People; ſome of them 
are of the higheſt 
= forc'd to have ſeveral of their Servants to 
2 accompany them; but they are diſguiſed, 
and their Faces cover*d, leſt they ſhould be 
known. Theſe carry Wine, Vinegar, and 
other things, to give their Maſters from 
time to time, who very frequently drop 
down dead with the extream Pain and 
Toil they endure. Generally theſe Penan- 
7 es are enjoyned by their Confeſſors; and 
they are ſo very ſevere, that he who un- 
2 dergoes them ſeldom outlives the Year. 


Quality. They are 


The Pope's Nuncio told me that he had 


3% forbid all Confeſſors to impoſe them; yet I 
have ſeen. divers, though in. likelihood it 
Z proceeded from their own Devotion. 

From the beginning of Paſſion-Week to 
Low-Sunday, one cannot ſtir out of Doors, 


without ſeeing an infinite Number of Peni- 
| Tents 
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tents of all ſorts; and on Good-Friday they 


all come to the Procęſſion, which is but one 
general one for all the City, and is com- 
pos'd of all the Pariſhes and Converts, Upon 
this Day, the Ladies are more finely drefs*d 


than on their Wedding-days; they place 


themſelves in their Balconies, which are ſet 
out with rich Carpets and Cuſhions. Some- 
times there are above an hundred Women 
together. The Proceſſion begins about 
four a Clock, and is not ended till paſt 
eight; for I cannot expreſs to you the num- 
berleſs Number of People I have ſeen, 
counting from the King, Don John, the Car- 
dinal, Ambaſſadors, the Grandees, the Cour- 
tezans, to all ſorts of Folks, both of the 
Court and City. Every one holds a Wax- 


Candle in his Hand, and all their Servants, 


which are numerous, carry Torches and 
Flambeaus. 
Banners and Crofles are covered with 
Crape, and there's a vaſt number of Drums 
covered with the ſame, and they beat, as 
at the Death of a Genera]. The Trumpets 
| ſound ſome melancholy Tune. The King's 
Guards, which are four Companies of dif- 
ferent Nations, to wit, Burgundians, Spa- 
niards, Germans, and L' Ancilians, have 
their Arms covered with Mourning, and 
trail them upon the Ground, There are 
certain Machines ſet upon Theatres, which 


Death 


3 
Vs 
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In their Proceſſion, all their 


repreſent the Myſteries of the Life and 


as Life, but very 


Icheir Door, and the Sacrament 1s broug 


: 
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Death of our Lord; the Figures are as big 
; ill made and dreſs'd: 
ZThere are ſome ſo heavy that a hundred 
Men can but lift them, of which there's a 
Faſt number, for every Pariſh has ſome. I 


4 obſerved that of the bleſſed Virgin flying in- 
to Egypt ; ſhe was upon an Afs which had 


; {good Furniture; the Houſing was all over 
embroidered with fine Pearls, the Figure 
1 was very great and heavy. 

Here they are afraid leſt ſometimes the 


Feople ſhould fail in their Devotion at 


Eaſter; and therefore for that reaſon each 
z Coricb-Erieſt goes to every Houſe, and en- 


| quires of the Maſter how * 4 Communi- 


| 78 ved the 3 they give a 

Prang Certificate. After Low- Sunday, they 
viſit all the Houſes again, and demand to 
ſee the Certificates, which they ought to 
are according to the firſt Account taken 
y Jof chem; z and if they can ſhew none, there's 


4 a ſtrict enquiry made after him or her who 


has not communicated. At this time the 
Poor who are ſick, hang out a Carpet at 
ht 


to them in a very fine and devout Proceſſi- 


Since my being at Madrid, 1 have ſeen 
very few ſtately Funerals, except one for 


ag Duke de Medina Celi's Daughter. Her 
Coffin 
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Coffin was made of rare Indian Wood, 1 
into a blue Velvet Bag, and croſs'd with h 
ſilver Mohair with Cords of ſilver Thread, 

and the ſtrings were of the ſame, and 
faſtened the Bag at each end, like a Stuff fi 
Cloak-bag. The Coffin was in a Hearſe Þ% 


Garlands and Coronets curiouſly made of 
Flowers. And thus they carried her to 
Medina Celi, the Capital City of the Dutchy 
of that Name. 

Commonly they dreſs up the Dead 
in the Habit of ſome Religious Order, and 
carry them all bare- faced into the Church 
where they are to be bury'd. If it is a 
Woman, they put her on the Habit of the 
Caruelites. This Order is in great Venera- 
tion here; the Princeſſes of the Blood re- 
tire to their Convent. The Queens them- 
ſelves, when they are Widows, are obliged 
to ſpend the reſt of their Life there, unleſs 
the King otherwiſe appointed before his 
Death, as Philip IV. did in favour of 
Queen Mary Anne of Auſtria his Wife. 
And in caſe a Queen is divorced, ſhe muſt | 
go into a Religious Houſe , for, divorced or 
Widow, ſhe has not a Liberty to marry | 
again. 4 

The Kings of Spain preſume ſo much 
above other Kings, that they will not en- 
dure a Princeſs, who has once been their 
W a 
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ut I Wike, ſhould ever be ſo to another, let her 


th q have the greateſt Paſſion in the World. 

id. Don John hath a natural Daughter, a pro- 
nd ffeſſed Carmelite at Madrid. She is wonder- 
uff ful handſome; and 'tis ſaid ſhe had no 
rſe mind to take the Habit; but *twas her 
ith Fate, as *tis of divers others of her Qua- 
of ty, who like it no more than ſhe. 

o They call them the Deſcalcas Real, 


3 
hy Which is to ſay, The Royal Bare-feet. This 
reaches even to the King's Miſtreſſes, whe- 
ther they be unmarried or Widows. When 
he can love them no longer, they muſt turn 


I have ſeen ſome of the Works of St. 
the Teel. writ with her own Hand. The 
ra- Character is legible, large, and indifferent 
re- fair. Donna Beatrix Carillo, who is her. 
m- Niece- $ Niece, keeps them very choicely. 

zed It was ſhe that ſhewed them to me. They 
eſs ¶ conſiſt of a Collection of Letters. I do not 
his believe they were ever printed. There's 
of fa. great deal of Perfection in them, and 
ife. throughout one may diſcover a certain Air 
uſt of Chearfulneſs and Sweetneſs of Nature, 
or {which ſufficiently declares the Character of 
rry that great Saint. 

At the time of Lent, and even at other 
ach times, one meets with Preachers at every 
en- Corner of the Street, whoſe Sermons are ill 
1eir ¶ enough contrived, and do as little good: 

ife, but however, in preaching as they 1 
oy | they 
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they both ſatisfy their Zeal and their De- 
fire. Their moſt conſtant Auditors are the 
blind Folks, who reſemble our Singers upon 
Pont- neuf; every one of them being led by 
a little Dog, which does it very well. 
They go about ſinging of Romances and 
Cacara, which are certain old Stories, or 
modern Events, which the People are very 
glad to know. They have a little Drum 
and a Flute, on which they-play. They 
often ſing a Song on King Francis the Firſt, 
it begining, When the King left France, 10 
his Sorrcw he left it, &c. Now, I doubt 
you know it, dear Couſin; for who does 
not? This Song 1s ſung in very bad French, 
and by Folks that do not underſtand one 
Word of it. All that they underſtand, is, 
that the King was taken by the Spaniards; 
and as this Prince, was much for their 
Glory, ſo they are willing to convey the 
Memory of it down to Poſterity. There's 
a Flower-de-luce all gilt upon the Roof of 
the Chamber where this King was Priſoner 
and I muſt not omit telling you, that the 
Priſon is one of the faireſt Buildings in 
Madrid: The Windows are as large as thoſe 
of other Houſes. There are indeed Iron 
Bars; but they are gilt, and ſet at a di- 
ſtance great enough to make any one think 
they were not deſign'd to hinder Eſcapes. 
I ſtood amazed at the ſeeming Neatneſs of 
a Place, which in reality is unpleaſant 
* enough; 


enough; and I thought, that in ain they 


had a mind to contradict the French Proverb, 
which ſays, That there's neither any handſcime 


Priſon, nor ugly Love. Pardon this Proverb; 


I do not love them ſo well, to trouble you 
often with them. 

All the Houſhold- Stuff one ſees here is 
extreme rich, but not ſo neatly made as 
ours in France, and they come altogether 


ſhort of our Skill. It conſiſts of Ta peſtry, 


Cabinets, Paintings, Looking: glaſſes, and 
Plate. The Vice-Roys of Naples, and the 


Governors of the Loro- Countries, have had 
moſt admirable Tapeſtry; the Vice-Roy of 
Sicily and Sardinia ſhew moſt excellent Em- 
broideries and Statues; thoſe of the Iudies, 


precious Stones, and Veſſels of Gold and 
Silver. So that ſeveral returning home 


from time to time, laden with the Riches 
of another Kingdom, cannot chuſe but to 
have enriched this City with abundance of 
valuable things. 

They change their Furniture ſeveral 


times a Tear: Their Winter Beds are 
of Velvet, trimm'd with thick Galoons of 


Gold; but they are ſo low, and the Valens 
ſo deep, that one is as if they were bury'd 


in them; and when one is in Bed, the Bor- 


der of the Valens lying almoſt upon the 
Counterpane, one can hardly be ſeen. In 
Summer they have neither Curtains nor 
any thing elſe about the Bed. This looks 

Vol. II. 5 very 
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very ill. Sometimes they hang coloured 


Gauze, to keep off the Gnats. 
In Winter they have their Apartments 
very high, ſometimes in the fourth Story, 


according as the Cold increaſes, to keep 


them from it. At preſent they uſe their 
Summer Lodgings, which are low, and 
very commodious. All their Houſes have 
a great many Rooms on a Floor; you 
go through a dozen or fifteen Parlours or 


Chambers one after another. Thoſe which 
are the worſt lodged have ſix or ſeven. 


The Rooms are generally longer than they 
are broad. The Floors and Cielings are 
neither painted nor gilt ; they are made of 
Plaiſter quite plain, but ſo white, that they 
dazzle one's Eyes; for every Year they are 


ſcrap'd, and whited as the Walls, which 


look like Marble, they are ſo well poliſn'd. 
The Court to their Summer Apartments is 


made of certain Matter, which, after it 
has had ten Pails of Water thrown upon 


yet is dry in halt an Hour, and leaves 

a pleaſant Coolneſs; ſo that in the Morn- 
ing they water all, and a little while after 
they ſpread Mats or Carpets made of very 
fine Ruſhes, which cover all the Pavement. 
The whole Apartments are hung with the 
ſame ſmall Mat about the depth of an 
Ell, to hinder the Coldneſs of the Walls 
from hurting thoſe which lean againſt them. 
On the top of mb Mats there are hung 
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Pictures and Looking Glaſſes. The Cu- 


ſhions, which are of Gold and Silver Bro- 
cade, are placed upon the Carpet; and the 
Tables and Cabinets are very fine; and at 


little Diſtances there are ſet Silver Caſes or 


Boxes, filled with Orange and Jeſſamin- 
Trees. In their Windows they ſet things 


5 made of Straw, to keep the Sun out; and 
in the Evenings they walk in their Gardens. 


There are ſeveral Houſes which have very 
fine ones, where you ſee Grotto's and 
Fountains in abundance ; for they have 
great Plenty of Water here, and *tis ver 
good. In the Number of theſe fine Houſes 
they reckon the Duke of Oſſuna's, that of the 
Admiral of Caſtille's Lady, the Counteſs of 
Ognate, and the Conſtable of Caſtille: Bur I 
do wrong in particularizing of them, for. 
there are a conſiderable Number of them. 

For the reſt, it ſeems to me that the 
great care they take, prevents the Heats (let 
them be never ſo exceſſive) from being 
troubleſome to them. But do not fancy, 1 
beſeech ye, that only the great Lords have 
their low Apartment, for indeed every 
body elſe has them according to their Abi- 
lity; though it be only a little Cellar, 
they'll live in it contentedly. 

There are but few ordinary People at 
Madrid; one ſeldom ſees any but Perſons: 
of Quality, if ſeven or eight Streets, which 
are tull of Tradeſmen, are excepted. You 
B 2 ſee 


28 The Lady's Travels into Spain. 

ſee no Shops in this City, unleſs it be thoſe 
where Sweetmeats, Liquors, Ice, and Paſtry 
are ſold. 5 e 1 
| I will not neglect telling you, that a 
thouſand People here have their Canopies; j 
for without reckoning the Princeſs and the 

Dukes, the JTiluled (of which there. is a 
vaſt Number) have theirs alſo. Theſe Ti- 

luled are thoſe they call the Grandees - of 

Spain, the real Margueſſes, and the real 

Counts. It there be thirty Chambers on a 

Floor in a Houſe, you ſhall there ſee as 

many Canopies. My Kinſwoman has twen- _ 
ty in her Houſe: The King has made her 
Marchioneſs of Caſtille. You cannot ima 
gine how gravely I look under a Canopy, 
eise when they bring me my Cho- 
colate; for three or four Pages, cloathed | 
in Black like Lawyers, ſerve me on their 1 
Knees. This is a Cuſtom I had much ado © 
to bring myſelf to, for methinks this Re- 
fpect ought to be paid to Gd only. But 
it is ſo common here, that if a Cobler's Ap- 
prentice ſhould preſent an old Shoe to his 
Maſter, he muſt do it with Knee upon the 
Ground. This Quality of Tiulv's. gives 
them divers Privileges,” of which I have 
already told you, and particularly that of 
having a Canopy. They uſe no Balliſters 
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I have obſerved to you before, dear Cou- 
fn, that our Houſes are not near ſo well 
furniſhed in France as the Perſons of Quali- 
ty here are; hut chiefly as to Veſſels of Sil- 


ver, the difference is ſo very great, that one 


who had not ſeen it could hardly believe it: 


They uſe no Veſſel of Tin or Pewter, but. 


. 
» 


either Silver or Earthen-ware only is what 
they make uſe of; and you mult know, 


their Plates here weigh little leſs than our 


Diſhes in France, every thing is made ſo 
ſtrangely heavy. 


The Duke of Albuquerque died ſome time 
ago. I have been told that they were ſix 


Weeks in weighing the Veſſels of Gold and 
Silver, and writing them down; during this 
Time they employ'd two whole. Hours eve- 


ry Day; this was very chargeable. Among 
other things, there were fourteen, hundred 


Dozen of Plates, five hundred great Diſhes, 
and ſeven hundred little ones; and of every 


thing elſe proportionably. There were alſo 
forty Silver Ladders to ſet things on the 
Cupboard, which was made to aſcend by 
little Steps, like your Altars in a great Hall. 
When they told me of ſuch great Wealth 
of a particular Man, I thought they jeſted 
with me; and therefore deſired the Confir- 
mation of it from Don Antonio de Toledo, Son 
to the Duke of Alba, who was in the ſame 
Houſe. He aſſured me it was very true; 
and that his Father, who did not eſteem 
pls B 3 himſelf 
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himſelf rich in Veſſels of Silver, had three 


hundred Dozen of Silver Plates, and eight 
hundred Diſhes. The mighty Meals which 


they make do not require ſuch great Store, 


unleſs it be eee where every 
thing is magnifice ut that which cau- 
ſes ſuch great abundance of Veſſels is, that 


they are brought from the Indies ready 


made, and pay no Cuſtom to the King. 


The Truth is, they are little better ſhaped 
than their Pieces of four Piſtoles, which they 
ſta mp in the Galeon as they come from that 
Country. | | 

It would grieve a Body to ſee the ill Ma- 
nagement of ſome great Lords; there are 
divers who will never go to their Eſtates 
(for ſo they call their Lands, their Towns 
and Caſtles) but paſs all their Lives at Ma- 


drid, and truſt all to a Steward, who makes 


them believe what he judges moſt for his 
own Intereſt. They will not ſo much as 
vouchſafe to enquire whether he ſpeaks true 
or falſe ; this would be too exact, and by 


_ conſequence below them. This, methinks, 
1s one conſiderable Fault ; the ſtrange Pro- 
fuſion of Veſſels only ior an Egg and a Pi- 


geon is another. | 

But it is not only in theſe things which 
they fail, but it is alſo in the daily Expences 
of their Houſes. They know not what it is 
to lay up Stores, or make Proviſion of any 
thing; but every Day they fetch in 2 
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j they want, and all upon Truſt, at the Ba- 


| kers, Cooks, Butchers, and all other Trades; 


they are even ignorant what they ſet down 


in their Books, and they put down what 


Price they will for every thing they ſell; 
this Matter is neither examin'd into nor 
contradicted. There are often fifty Horſes 
in a Stable, without either Corn or Straw, 
and they periſh with Hunger. And when 
the Maſter is in Bed, if he ſhould be taken 
ill in the Night, he would be at a great loſs, 
for they let nothing remain in his Houſe, 
neither Wine nor Water, Charcoal nor 
Wax candle; and in a word, nothing at all 
for tho? they do not take in Proviſions ſo 
near that there is nothing left, yet his Ser- 

vants have a Cuſtom of carrying the Over- 
plus away to their own Lodgings ; and the 
next Day they furniſh themſelves with the 


.. ſame things again. 


They obſerve no better Rules with the 


_ Tradeſmen. A Man or Woman of Quality 
had rather die than to haggle for or aſk the 
Price of a Stuff, or Lace, or any other thing, 

or to take the Remainder of a Piece of 
Sold; they rather chuſe to give it the 
TI Tradeſman, for his Pains of having ſold 
them that for ten Piſtoles which was not 
worth five. If there is a reaſonable Price 
made, he that ſells to them is ſo honeſt, not 
to take the Advantage of their Eaſineſs to 
2 give whatever is aſk'd them; and as they 


B 4 have 
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have Credit given them for ten Years toge- 
ther, without ever thinking of paying, To 
at laſt they find themſelves under Frente Dit- 
ficulties with their Debts. 

Ir is very rare they engage in tedious Suits 
at Law, or let things come to Extremity ; 
they bring themſelves to Account, call their 
Creditors, and make over to them a certain 
Part of their Lands, which for a limited 
Time they enjoy. Sometimes they give up 


every thing, and reſerve only a Penſion for 


Life, which cannot be meddled with by any 
Creditors who may afterwards ſell or lend 
any thing to them; and to the end they be 
not defrauded of it, they publiſh the Agree- 
ment between the Lord and his Creditors. 
All Law Paper is mark'd, and coſts more 

than the other. There 1s a certain Time 
when they make a Diſtribution of Law- 
Suits. They give the Inſtructions at Ma- 
drid, but there are few judg'd there. All 
the Papers of one Side are put into a Bag, 
and thoſe of the other into another Bag, and 
the Inſtructions into a third; and when the 
Time to diſtribute the Law-Suits is come, 
they ſend them to ſome diſtant Parliaments ; 
ſo that very often one's Cauſe is try'd and 
judg*d without knowing any thing of it. Ir 


is writ in a Regiſter whither the Cauſe was 


ſent, which is kept very ſecret. When Judg- 
ment is given it is ſent back to Madrid, and 


is Beniff d to the Parties. This Method 
ſaves 
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© ſaves a great deal of Trouble and Sollicita- 
5 tions, which. in my Opinion ought always 
co be forbidden. As to Buſineſs here, it is 
exceſſive tedious, whether it be at Court or 
in the City, and ruins one in a little time. 
The Spaniſb Practitioners are great Knaves 
rin their Trade. 1 . 
n Ibhbere are ſeveral different Councils, all 

4 compoſed of Perſons of Quality, and the 
1 - greateſt Part are Counſellors of the Sword. 
r 
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- The firſt is the Council of State, the others 
„ are call'd the Supreme Council of War, the 
4 Royal Council of Caſiille, the Alcades of 
Court, the Council of the holy Iuquiſition, 


of 3 the Council of Orders, the Sacred, Supreme 
gaand Royal Council of Arragon, the Royal 
1 4 Council of the Indies, the Council of the 
6 Chamber of Caſtille, the Council of 1taly, 
the Council of the Finances, the Council of 
,. the Croiſado, the Council of Flanders, the 


Court for the Duty of Horſe, the Court for. 
„ his Majeſty's Woods, and the Court of the 


— 3 Millions. 3 

je They underſtand fo little how to manage 
E: 'N things to the beſt Advantage, that when a 
_ Father dies, and leaves ready Money, and 


4 3 ſome Children under Age, they lock the 
Ic _ Money up in a Cheſt, and never put it out 
ax do be improv'd. For Example: The Duke 
de Frias, whoſe Widow is marry'd to the 
1 4 Conſtable of Caſtille, left three Daughters, 
+ and ſix. hundred thouſand Crowns in ready _ - 
= Bz Money; 
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the Name.of each Daughter ; the eldeſt 
was not Seven Years old, ſhe is now mar- 


Guardians conſtantly kept the Keys of theſe 
Cheſts, and never open'd that of the eldeſt 
but to count it to her Huſband. Obſerve 
what a Loſs there is of Intereſt. But the 

tell you it would be much worſe if the 
Principal happen'd to be loſt. Sometimes, 


out, it proves quite otherwiſe, that a Bank- 
rupt makes one loſe all; ſo that it is better 
to gain nothing than to hazard the Pupil's 
Eſtare. 

It is time to come to an End, dear Cou- 
ſin; I ſhall be afraid to tire you with a 
longer Letter. I beſeech you cauſe all thoſe 
I fend you to be deliver'd, and pardon the 
Freedom I take. Adieu, I embrace and 
. conſtantly love you with all my Heart. 


From Madrid this 27th 
of April, 1679. 


8 


The' End of the Second Part. 


Money 3 they pur it into three Cheſts, with 


ry'd in Flanders to the Prince de Ligne. The 


when one thinks they have put it ſecurely 
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he Laſt PART. 
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"IRE 


LETTER. IX. 


OL did mea particular Kind- 
EE neſs in letting me know that 
all my Letters came to your 
Hands, for J was a little con- 
cern'd for the two lait: And 
ſince you ſtill deſire it, dear 
Couſin, I ſhall continue to inform you of. 
every 
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every thing that paſſes, and of all that I 
obſerve 1 in this Country. 


The Royal Palace is built upon a Hill, 


which inſenſibly deſcends to the very Banks 


of the River called Manſanarez ; it looks 


ſeveral ways upon the Country, which is 


very pleaſant there. . One goes to it thro? 
the Callemayor, that is to ſay, the great 
Street, which indeed is both very long and 
broad; ſeveral conſiderable Houſes add to 
its Beauty. There 1s a large open place be- 
fore the Palace : No Body, of what Quali- 


ty ſoever, is allow*d to come with a Coach 


into the Court ; but they ſtop under the 


great Arch of the Porch, except it be when 
Bonkres are made there, or when there are 
Maſquerades, and then Coaches go in. A 


very {mall Number of Halberdeers ſtand at 


the Gate. Upon my aſking why ſo great 
a King had ſo ſmall a Guard? Why, Ma- 
dam, fays a Spamard to me, Are we not all 
his Guard ? He reigns too abſolutely in the 
Hearts of his Subjects, either to fear any 
thing, or diſtruſt them. The Palace ſtands 
at the end of the City, towards the South. 
It is built of very white Stone. Two Pa- 
villions compleat the Front, the reſt is not 
regular. Behind it there are two ſquare 
Courts, each conſiſting of four Sides ; the 
firſt is adorn'd with two great Tarraſs- 
walks, which rum quite thro'. They are 
raiſed upon high Arches, and are beautify*d 


with 
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with Balliſters and Statues. That which I. 
obſerv'd very ſingular, was, that the Wo- 
mens Statues had Red upon their Cheeks 
and Shoulders. You go thro' fine Porches, 
which bring you to the Stair-caſe, which is 
extreme large. The Apartments are fur- . 
niſh'd with excellent Pictures, admirable. 


Tapeſtry, moſt rare Statues, ſtately Hou- 


ſhold Goods; and in a word, with every 
thing ſuitable to a Royal Palace, But there 


are divers of the Rooms dark. I ſaw ſome 


which had no Window, and receiv'd Light 
only when the Door open'd. Thoſe which 
have Windows are but little higher, becauſe 
of their Smallneſs. They alledge that the 
Heat is ſo exceſſive, that they are willing 
to hinder the Sun from coming in as much 
as they can. But there 1s yet another Rea- 
ſon; for Glaſs is very ſcarce and dear. And 
as to other Houſes, there are many which 
have Windows without .any Glaſs; and 
when they would deſcribe a compleat 
Honſe, they'll tell you in one word, that 
it is glaꝝ'd. This want of Glaſs does not 
appear without, becauſe of the Lattices. 
The Palace is adorn'd with divers gilt Bal- 
conies, which indeed look very fine. All 
the Councils ſit there; and when the King 
has a mind to be preſent, he paſſes thro? cer- 
tain Galleries and little Entries unperceiv'd. 
There are a great many People perſuaded 
that the Caſtle of Madrid, which Francis V. 


caus'd 


38 The Lady's Travels into Spain. 
- eausd to be built near the Wood of Bologn, 


was after the Model of the King of Spain's _ 


Palace; but it is a Miſtake, and nothing is 
leſs alike. The Gardens are not ſuitable to 
the Dignity of the Place ; they are neither 
large enough, nor ſo well improv'd as they 
ſhould be. The Ground, as I have obſerv'd, 

reaches to the very Brink of Manſanarez. 
The whole is incloſed with Walls; and if 
theſe Gardens have any Beauty, they owe 
it purely to Nature. They work hard to, 
get the young Queen's Apartment ready for 
her Reception ; all her Servants are named, 


and the King expects her with the greateſt 


Impatience. 

The Buen Retiro is a Royal Houſe near 
one of the Gates of the City. The Count 
Duke caus'd at firſt a little Houſe to be built 
there, and calPd it Galinera; it was for 
keeping his rare Poultry in, which had been 
preſented to him; and as he often went to 
fee them, and the Situation of the Place was 
on the Deſcent of a little Hill, and there 
was a pleaſant Proſpect, ſo he was invited 
to undertake a conſiderable Building. Four 
great Apartments and four great Pavillions 
make a perfect Square. In the middle there 
is a Flower-Pot, well furniſh*d with Flow- 
ers; and a Fountain, whoſe Statue (which 
throws the Water when they have a mind) 
fprinkles the Flowers and the croſs Walks, 
which go from one Apartment to another. 
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This Building has the Fault of being too 
low. The Rooms are large, ſtately, and 


$ 3 adorn'd with curious Paintings. Every 


4 thing ſhines with Gold and lively Colours, 


with which the Cielings and Floors are 
beautify*d. I took notice in the great Gal- 
lery of he Entry of Queen Elizabeth, Mo- 


ther to the late Queen. She is on horſe- 


back, with a Ruff and Fardingal. She has. 


2 Hat trimm'd with Jewels, and a Plume 


of Feathers. She is fat, fair, and pleaſing. 
She has fine Eyes, and her Looks are ſweet 
and ingenuous. The Room for acting 
Plays in is well deſign'd, very large, all 
well ſer out with Carving and Gilding. 
There may be Fifteen in a Box, without In- 
convenience to each other: They have all 
Lattice Windows; and the King's is richly 
gilt. There are neither Galleries nor Am- 
phitheatre ; every Body fits upon Benches 
on the Floor. On the ſide of the Tarraſs is 


the Statue of Philip II. upon a Horſe of 
+ Brafs, This Piece is of great Value, thoſe 
that are curious pleaſe themſelves in taking 
a Draught of him. The Park is above a 


good League in Compaſs; there are in it 
divers ſeparate Lodges, very pretty, and 


Which have good Accommodation of Room. 
There is a Canal, which is ſupply'd with 
MWater from Springs, at a vaſt Charge; and 
another ſquare Place, in which the King has 


little Gundolo' 8 painted and gilt; 1 
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he goes during the great Heats of the Sum- 
mer; the Fountains, Trees and Meadows 
making that Place more cool and pleaſant 
than any other. There are Grotto's, Cata- 
racts, Ponds, Shades, and in ſome Parts 
even ſomething of the wild Fields; which 
ſhews the Simplicity of the Country, and.is 
extreme delightful. 

The Caſa del Campo i is for rural Affairs. 
It is not great, but its Situation is fine, 
being upon the Bank of Manjanarez. The 
Trees in it are high, and yield a Shade at 
all times. I ſpeak of the Trees of this 
Country, becauſe one finds very few of 
them; there is Water in divers Parts of it, 
particularly one Pond, which is ſurrounded 
with great Oaks. The Statue of Philip IV. 
is in the Garden; this Place is a little neg- 
lected. Here I faw Lions, Bears, Tygers, 
and other wild Beaſts, which live very long 
in Spain, becauſe the Climate is little dif- 
| ferent from that from which they come. 
Many People go there to think; ; and the 
15 uſually chuſe this Place to walk in, 
becauſe it is leſs frequented than others. 
But to return to Man/enarez.; this River 
does not run up to the City; at certain times 
it is neither River, nor ſo much as a Brook, 
tho? at other times it is ſo big and rapid, 
that it carries before it all that ſtands in its 
way. All the Summer People walk in it; 

there's 
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there's ſo little Water in it at this Seaſcn, 


Pp that one can hardly wet one's Foot; and 
yet in Winter, all on a ſudden, it overflows 
the adjacent Country: that is cauſed by the 

be of the great Quantities of Snow 


which covers the Hills, and ſo deſcends 
9 into the Manſanarez | in violent Torrents of 


Water. Philip II. cauſed a Bridge to be 

built over it, which they called the Segovia 
Bridge; it is a very lofty one, and every 
way as fine as the Pont- neuf over the River 

Seine at Paris. When Strangers ſee it, they 


: "fall a laughing; they think it ridiculous 


to have cauſed a Bridge to be built where 
there's no Water. Hereupon there was one 


aid wittily enough, be would adviſe them to. 


en the Bridge, and buy ſome Water. 
The Florid is a moſt pleaſant Houſe, and 


i Gardens are infinitely delightful ; there 


are in great Numbers Halian Statues by the 
© beſt Maſters. The Water there makes a 
prey Sort of a Murmur, which, with the 
I(weet Smell of the Flowers (of which they 
have a Collection of the rareſt and beſt Scent) 
is very charming. From thence we come 
to the Prado Nuovo, where there are ſeve- 
ral ſpouting Fountains; and Trees there. 
gare of an extraordinary height: This is a. 
Walk, which though it be not even Ground, 

yet is no leſs agreeable: its Deſcent is ſo. 
th that one can hardly perceive the Un- 


There 


i net, of che Place. 


=" 
"28 


42 The Lady's Travels ints Spain. 
There is alſo the Car/uela, which affords 
nothing but contrary Delights, and ſome 
cool Rooms, where the King comes and 
_ reſts himſelf after hunting; bur ' tis the Pro- 
ſpect which yields the Pleaſure, and very 
fine Things might be there made. 
That I may tell you of ſomething elſe 
beſides the King's Houſes, you muſt know, 
dear Couſin, that on May-day they reſort 
to a Place without the Gate of Toledo. 
This is called EI Sotillo, and no body ex- 
cuſe themſelves from going thither: To be 
fure then I went; but it was more to ſee 


than to be ſeen, tho* my French Dreſs made 


me very remarkable, and drew a great 
many Eyes upon me. The Women of 


great Quality never go abroad to take 


the Air in their whole Life, except it be in 
the firſt Year of their Marriage, I mean into 
publick Walks and Places; and then too, 
tis under the very Noſes of their Huſbands, 
the Wife at the lower, and the Huſband 
at the upper End of the Coach; the Cur- 
tains all open, and ſhe finely adorned ; but 
Pris a ridiculous Thing to ſee theſe two 
Creatures ſit like Statues, looking at each 
other, and without ſpeaking a Word in an 
Hour's time. There are certain Days ſet 
apart for walking and taking the Air; all 
Madrid go abroad then: The King is ſel- 
dom there; but except the King and a 
few Courtiers, no body elſe fail of going. 
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8 3 That which makes it very troubleſome is, 
e their long Traces, which take up a great 
1 3 Gl Comput of Ground, and occaſion the Horſes 


- often to entangle. Several Ladies, that 
y are not of the higheſt Rank, reſort thither, 


but with their Curtains cloſe drawn ; they 
e 3 only look through little Glaſſes which are 
'3 I faſten'd into the Sides of the Coach; but at 
t Night the Ladies of great Quality come 
7, ' Incognito; and when *tis dark, they pleaſe 
- __ themſelves ſo far as to walk a foot. They 
e _ wear white Mantles upon their Heads ; 


e _ theſe area Kind of a Hood made of Wool- 
e len Stuff, which covers them all over: They 
Tt embroider them with black Silk: They are 
f only the ordinary Women, and ſuch as go 
e upon ſome Intrigue, which wear them; 
n yet ſometimes, as J have ſaid, certain Court 
o = Ladies will go in this Dreſs. The Caval- 


„ lere alſo alight and walk, and fay ſome 
„ odd thing or other to them; but they meet 
d with their Match. 

- = The Count de Berka, the German Envoy, 
t told me, that t'other Night as he was at 
o Supper, and his Windows (becauſe of the 
Cold) being ſhut, ſome body knocked at 
n the Lettice of his Hall. He ſent to ſee - 
t who it was; they found three Women in 
1 ÞF white Mantles, who deſired to have the 
Windows open'd that they might ſee him. 
2 He ſent them word, that they would be 
more conveniently in the Hall. They came 
L in 
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in all concealed, and placed themſelves in 
a Corner, and ſo ſtood all the while he was 
at Table. He intreated them (but in vain) 
to fit down and eat ſome. Sweetmeats; but 
they would neither do one nor t'other ; but 
after they had ſaid a great many merry 

Things to him, in which they. abundantly 
ſhew'd a ſtrange Quickneſs of Wit, they 
went away. He diſcovered that theſe were 
the Dutcheſſes de Medina Celi, dè Oſſuma and 
Ducada, having ſeen them at their wn 
Houſes; for Ambaſſadors have the Privilege 
ſometimes to-go to the great Ladies, and Fe 
to-give them a Viſit of Audience. But he was 
willing to have yet a greater Certainty, and 

therefore cauſed them to be followed; and 
they were ſeen to go into one of their 
Houſes by a falſe Door, at which ſome of 
their Women waited for them. Theſe 
little Diſguiſes are not always attended 
with over much Innocence. 2 5 F 
As to the Men; when Night comes, they 
walk a foot in the Prado. They make up 
to the Coaches in which they ſee Women 

1 and leaning upon the Boots, they either 
nne 

in! throw. Flowers, or ſprinkle ſweet Water 

9 upon them; and when they are permitted, 

they go into the Coach to them. 25 
But as to the meeting on May-day, it is 

certainly a great Pleaſure to ſee the Citi- 8 

zens and the People how they ſit; ſome 

upon the young Corn, ſome upon the der 3 
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n of the Manſanarez, others playing at Ombre, 
is and others either with their Wives, Chil- 
1) Rdren, Friends, or Miſtreſſes, baſking'them- 
it felves in the Sun. Some are eating of a 
* Sallad with Leeks and Onions; and others; 
y hard Eggs; and others, Gammon of Ba- 
y con, and even Galinas de Loche, which are 
Sea-Hens, and very excellent. They all 
drink Water like Ducks, and play either 
xd upon the Gittar or Harp. The King came 
n there with Don John, the Duke de Medina 
ze cel the Conſtable de Caſtille, and the Duke 

ade Paſtratie. I only ſaw his Coach of green 
Oil. Cloth, drawn by fix pied Horſes, the 
1d _ fineſt in the World, and all cover'd over 
1d 3 with Gold Spangles, and Knots of Roſe- 
ir 1 coloured Ribband : The Currains of the 
of Coach were of green Damaſk, with a fine 
fe Gold Fri ringe; but ſo cloſe drawn, that one 
ed 1 could perceive nothing but through the lit- 

| 1 #tle Glaſſes on the ſides of the Coach. It 
ey 4 is the Cuſtom, when the King. paſſes by, 
up to ſtand ſtill, and in Reſpect to draw the 
25 WM Curtains : But we, according to the French 
er 3 Faſhion, let ours be open, and were ſatiſ- 
er fied in making a very low Bow. The King 
took notice of a Spaniel-Bitch I had in my 
Arms; and which the Marchioneſs de. Al. 


ED 


is 9 vi, who is a very pretty Lady, deſired me 
ti- to carry to the Conſtable of Colonna's Lady 3 
me and as I loved it mightily, ſhe ſent it to 
des 


4 me very often. The King ſent the oo 
3 4 
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de los Arcos, Captain of the Spaniſh Guards, 
to aſk me for it; he came up to the Coach 
ſide on Horſeback. I immediately gave it 
to him, and the Creature had the Honour 
to be made much of by his Majeſty, who 
was mightily pleaſed with the little Bells 
about her Neck, and the Buckles upon her 
Ears. He had a Bitch which he loved ex- 
tremely, and he ſent to aſk me if I would 
be willing that he ſhould keep mine for 
Daraxa, which was the Name of his. 

You may eaſily imagine, dear Couſin, 
what Anſwer I made. He returned me 
" Spaniel, but without either her Collar 

Buckles; and ordered the Count de los 
| 3 85 to give me a Gold Box full of Paſtils, 

which he had about him, and deſired me 
to keep it. It is but of a ſmall Value; but 
coming from ſuch a Hand, I mightily 
eſteem 1t. 

It was Don Fobn, who is my Kinſwoman's 


Friend, who obtained this Mark of the 


King Bounty to me; for he knew of my 
being in Madrid, though 1 had not had the 
Honour yet to ſee him. 

Two Days afterwards, as I was ; all alone 
in my Apartment, buſy in painting a ſmall 
Piece, I ſaw come in a Man, whom 1 


knew not; but one, whom by the Air of 


his Face I could eaſily judge to be of Qua- 
lity: He told me, that not having met with 
my Kinſwoman, he was reſolved to tarry 

2 till 
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Je ſhe came, for he had Letters to give 
© her. After ſome little Diſcourſe, he gave 


{occaſion to talk of Don John; and told me 


that he doubted not but I frequently ſaw 


| x him. I reply'd, that indeed, ſince my Arri- 
| val, this Prince came often to viſit my Kinſ- 


voman; but he never aſk'd for me. The 
Reaſon of that perhaps, adds he, was be- 


J cauſe you were ſick that Day. I was not 
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- ſick, reply'dI; and I ſhould have been very 


glad boch to have ſeen and heard him; for 


I have been told both good and ill of him, 
and I have a mind to know whether they 


do him right or wrong. I have ſignified 


my Deſire to my Kinſwoman; but ſhe 
told me there was no ways to gratify me, for 
he was ſo devout, that he would ſpeak to 
no Woman. Is it poſſible, ſays he, ſmiling, 
that his Devotion ſhould ſo much diſtub 
= his Mind? For my part, I am confident he 
2 aſk'd for you, and was aſſured that you 
were ill of a Fever. Of a Fever! cry'd I 
that's very ſtrange. TI beſeech you, how do 
you know it? But juſt then my Kinſ- 


woman came in. She was extremely amaz'd 
to find Don John with me, and ſo was I; 

for [ little thought it was he. He told her 
ſeveral times, that he knew not how to 


XZ pardon her for the Idea ſhe had given me 


of him; that he was no Bigot, and that 
he was perſuaded, true Devotion did not 
Walke a Man rude and inhuman. 
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48 The Lady's Travels into Spain. | 
I think him very handſome, of a noble 
Carriage, very well-bred, and extreme 


witty, and of a mighty Quickneſs of Mind. 
As my Kinſwoman has a great Share of 


Wit, ſo ſhe clear'd herſelf well enough from 


what he taxed her with. But when he was 
gone, ſhe was ready to eat me for Anger, 


becauſe I deny'd having had a Fever. I 


deſired her to excuſe me; becauſe I was 
ignorant what ſhe had ſaid to him, and that 


I could not divine. She anſwer'd me, that 
at Court one muſt either be able to divine, 


or elſe they would act a very ſilly Part. 


phe aſk'd the Prince, if it was true, that 
the Queen-Mother had writ to the King, 
and begg'd that ſhe might fee him, and 
that he had refuſed her. He agreed it was; 
and alſo, that that was the only Reaſon 
which hinder*d his Majeſty from going to 
Aranjuas, leſt the ſhould come to him 
there, contrary to the Prohibition for her 
not ſtirring out of Toledo. What, my Lord, 
Aid I, will not the King ſee the Queen his 
Mother? Say rather, replies he, that ?tis | 
State Policy which forbids Sôvereigus to follow | 
their Inclinations, when they do not ſuit with | 
the public Good, We have a conſtant Maxim | 
in the Council of State, alway to conſult the | 
Spirit of Charles V. in all difficult Matters. | 


We enquire lat he would have done upon 
ſuch an Oceaſion; and that we endeavour 


to practiſe in our urn. For my part, Ban, 
e 1 
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le ol opinion, with a great many others, that 
1e he ought not to ſee his Mother, ſince it was 
fit for him to baniſh her; and the Ring him- 
ſelf is ſo fully perſuaded of this, that he an- 
ſwer'd her it could not be. But it was not 
difficult for me to ſee that Don John fitted 
the Genius of Charles V. to his own. 
The King is gone to Buen Reliro, where I 
2X had the Honour to ſee him at a Play ; for 

he open'd the Lattice of his Box to look at 

us in ours, becauſe we were dreſs'd after the 

X French Way. The Daniſh Ambaſſador's 

Lady was dreſs'd after the ſame Faſhion, 
nat and fo handſome, that he told the Prince of 
1g,  Monteleon he was mightily taken with us; 
nd only it was pity that our Heads were not 
as; trimm'd and our Bodies clad after the Spa- 
ſon ni Mode ; that the more he hook'd at the 
o French Ladies Cloaths the more they diſ- 
im pleas'd him; that the Mens did not fo 
her much offend him. The Opera of Alcinous 
17d, was ated before him, but J gave little At- 
his tention to it, looking ſo earneſtly at the 
tis King, that I might be able to deſcribe him 
cz to you. I muſt tell you then that his Com- 
with plexion is delicate and fair; he has a broad 


xim MW Forehead ; his Eyes are fine, and have a 
the great deal of Sweetneſs in them; his Face 
ters. is very long and narrow; his Lips, like 
pon thoſe of the Houſe of Auſtria, are very thick, 
„our and his Mouth is wide; his Noſe is very 
am much hawk'd; his Chin is ſharp, and turns 
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up} he has a great Head of Hair, and fair, 
lank, and put behind his Ears; his Stature 


is pretty high, ſtrait and flender ; his Legs 


are ſmall, and almoſt all of a thickneſs; he 


is naturally very kind and good. He is in- 


clin*d to Clemency; and of the great Variety 
of Counſel he has given him, he takes that which 


as moſt fer the Advantage of his People, for he 


loves them extremely. He is not of a vindi- 


Etive Spirit; he is ſober, liberal, and pious; 


his Inclinations are virtuous; he is of an 


he hath 
not had all that Education which 1s requi- 


ite to form the Mind, but yet he does not 
want any neither. 
his merry Humours which have been told 
me, and tho? they are of no great Impor- 
tance, yet it may ſtill be pleaſant to know 


I will now note ſome of 


them. 


It is not long ſince the Lady Conneſtable de 
Collona, who is in a religious Houſe at St. Do- 
mingo, got out of the Abbey, from whence ſhe FF 
had made ſeveral Eſcapes. The Nuns, tir'd * 


with her Proceeding, reſolv'd to admit her 


no more; and indeed the laſt time ſhe en- 
deavour'd to get in, they plainly told her, 
that ſhe might either betake herſelf -to the 
World, or chuſe ſome other Place than their 
Houſe for a Retirement. She was extreme- 9 
ly offended at this Refuſal, which by no 

means ſuited with a Perſon of her Quality 
and Merit. She got ſome of her Friends to 
apP'y i 
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apply themſelves to the King, and he ſent 
Orders to the Abbeſs to receive her in again. 
The Abbeſs and all the Nuns were obſtinate 
in their Refuſal; ſaying, that they would 
themſelves repreſent their Reaſons to his 
Majeſty, and in their Perſons go to him. 
When this Anſwer of the Nuns was related 
to the King, he burſt out a laughing; and 
faid, It will be pretty Sport to ſee this Pro- 
ceſſion of the Nuns, who will come alo 
ſinging, Libera nos Domine de la Conneſtable. 
But yet they did not go, and choſe rather to 
obey, which is always ſafeſt. 
Some Days ago it rain'd and thunder'd 
molt terribly ; the King, who ſometimes 
pleaſes himſelf in playing little Tricks with 
his Courtiers, commanded the Marquis 4” 
= Aſtorgas to wait for him upon the Tarraſs- 
= Walk in the Palace. The good old Man 
ſaid to him ſmiling, Sir, vill it be long before 
you come ? Why do you aſk ? ſaid the King. 
That your Majefty, reply*d he, may ſend 
2 Coffin to put me in, for there is no likeli- 
bood that I ſhould be able to contend wich 


= ſuch Weather as this. Go, go, Marguis, 


ſays the King, I'll come to you. The Mar-. 
quis went out, and without any Scrupletept 
into his Coach, and went directly Home. 
Two Hours afterwards the King ſaid, For 


1 certain the good old Man is wet to the Skin; let 


ſee him in 
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he did not expoſe himſelf at all ; upon 
which he ſaid, that he was not only old, 
but very wiſe. —< 1 
There was taken a little while ſince near 
the Palace, diſguis'd in Man's Cloaths, one ; 
of the handſomeſt Miſſes of Madrid. She 
had ſet upon her Gallant, of whom ſhe be- 
hev'd ſhe had cauſe to complain. He know- 
ing her by her Voice, and the manner of 
handling her Sword, would not make uſe of 
his to defend himſelf z ſo far from it, that 7% 
he open'd his Waiſtcoat, and gave her free 
leave to thruſt at him, thinking perhaps that 
ſhe either was not angry, or had not Cu- 
rage enough to do it. But he deceiv'd him- 
ſelf; for with all her Strength ſhe made a 
Paſs at him, which made him drop down. \ 
She no ſooner perceiv'd his Blood but ſhe 
threw herſelf upon the Ground, and cry'd = 
aut moſt dreadfully, tore the Skin off her 
Face, and pull'd her Hair off her Head, 
The People which were got about her very 
well perceiv*d by her Looks and her long 
Hair that ſhe was a Woman. The Officers 
of Juſtice ſeiz'd her; and ſome Lords pal- 
ſing by at that time ſeeing her, related to 
the King what had happen'd. He had a 
mind to ſpeak with her; ſhe was brought 
before him. Art thou ſhe, ſaid he to her, 
chat has wounded a Man near the Palace? 
Tes, Sir, anſwer'd ſhe; I was reſolv'd to 
Be e on an apes! Man. He 127 7 
mis' 


. 7 
* 

8 

Me Fe, þ 

„ 


o x. IS 
[= 
Re, 
. 


* 


8 


A Os I 
>: gt, wan * 
: SY 


"I 
R 
> E 8 
ä 
. 


N J 


<2 « 
I 75 
- fl » 
9 — 
_ 2 . * 
* 2 nent "oP 
2 "bank — 


- 


5 9 0: 88 0 od re * 
S . 
: r 
* iy A. 
1 * N 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. 53 
mis'd I ſhould have his Heart, yet I am aſ- 
ſur'd he gave it ſince to another. But why 
art thou ſo afflicted, reply*d he, ſince thou 
haſt got thy Revenge? Ah, Sir, continu'd 
ſhe, in ſeeking my Revenge I have puniſh'd 
myſelf; I am now upon the Brink of De- 
ſpair. I beſeech your Majeſty to command 
them to put me to death, for I have deſerv'd 
the ſevereſt Torment. The King took Pity 
of her; and turning to thoſe about him, 
Well, really, faid he, I can hardly believe 
that there is in the World ſo miſerable a 
State as to love and not to be belov'd. Go, 
faid he, thou haſt more Love than Reaſon ; 
but endeavour to be wiſer for the future, 
and do not abuſe that Liberty I reſtore to 
thee. And thus ſhe withdrew, without be- 
ing carry'd to the Place whete they keep 
miſerable Wretches that have led ill Lives. 
All this that IJ have told you of the Ning, 
has carry'd me from the Opera of Alcinous, 
The firſt time I faw it was with ſo much 
warſdring of Mind, that when 1 ſaw it again 
it appear'd quite new to me. There were 
never ſeen more ſorry Machines. They 
made the Gods come down on horſeback 
upon a Beam, which reach'd from one end 
of the Theatre to the other. The Sun ſhin'd 
by the help of a Dozen of oil'd- Paper Lant- 
horns, in each of which there was a Lamp. 

When Alcinous practis'd her Enchantments; 
and invok'd the Demons, they came coave+ 
| C 3 niently 
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niently out of Hell by Ladders. Le Gratioſa, 


that is to ſay, the Zack-Pudding, ſaid a thou- 


ſand Impertinences. The Singers had in- 


different good Voices, only they ſang too 


much in the Throat. Heretofore there was 
a Liberty for ſeveral Sorts of People to 
come into the great Room; but this Cu- 
ſtom is chang*d, and now there is only ſuf- 
fer' d to come in the great Lords; and at the 
moſt, Tituladoes, and the Knights of the three 


military Orders. This Room is certainly a 


very fair one, it is all painted and gilt; the 


Boxes, as I have already told you, are al- 


ways barr'd with Lattices, like thoſe we 
have at the Opera, but they reach from top 


ro bottom, and look as if they were Cham- 
bers; that Side where the King fits is mag - 


nificent. As for the reſt, the fineſt Comedy 
in the World (I mean thoſe that are acted in 
the City) very often receives its Fate from 


the weak Fancy of ſome ignorant Wretch 


or other. But there is one particularly, and 
a Shoemaker, who decides the Matter; and 
. Who hath gain'd ſuch an abſolute Authority 


ſo to do, that when the Poets have made 


their Plays, they go to him, and as it were 
ſue for his Approbation; they read to him 
their Plays,the Shoemaker with grave Looks 
thereupon utters abundance of Nonſenſe 
which nevertheleſs the poor Poet is forc'd 


to put up. After all, if he happens to be at 
the firſt acting of it, every Body has their 
l 25 Eyes 
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7 ZFyes upon the Behaviour and Actions of 

this pitiful Fellow. The young People, of 
_ Zwhat Quality ſoever, imitate him; if he 
yawns, they yawn ; if he laughs, ſo do they 
in a word, ſometimes he grows angry or 
2 weary, and then takes a little Whiſtle and 


falls a whiſtling 3 at the ſame time you ſhall 


N hear a hundred Whiſtles, which make ſo 


4 


3 e 


— 
9 
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7 


fat. 


= ſhrill a Noiſe, that it is enough to confound 
the Heads of the Spectators. By this time 
our poor Poet is quite ruin'd, all his Study 
and Pains having been at the Mercy of a 
Blockhead, according as he was in a good 
or bad Humour. A ; 


= In this Play-houſe there is a certain Part 
ol it-which is call'd La Caſvela, it is like 

the Amphitheatre ; all the Women that are 
not over yiituous fit there, and thither the 
great Lords go to talk with them; jome- 
times they make ſuch a Noiſe that they 
would out-do the Thunder, and they ſay. 
things ſo very pleafant, that they would 
make one die with laughing, for their Wit. 
is free from all Reſtraint of Decency; be- 
ſides, they are inform'd of all things that 
happen in the Town; and if they had a 
merry Jeſt to break upon their Majaſties, 
they had rather be half hang'd than loſe it. 


It may be ſaid that the Women Players 
are ador'd in this Court, there is hardly any 
„ e 4 that 
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that is not the Miſtreſs of ſome great Per- 
ſon, and for whom ſeveral Duels have been 
fought, and a great many People kill'd; I 
do not know how charming their Diſcourſe 
may be, but I am ſure their Perſons are the 
uglieſt in the World; they are extravagant- 
ly expenſive, and ſooner muſt a whole Fa- 
mily periſh with Hunger and Thirſt, than 
one of thoſe beggarly Players ſhould want 
the leaſt Oy" 


We are now in a Seaſon that 1s trouble- 
ſome enough; for it is the Cuſtom here to 
put their Mules to Graſs, and every Body 
almoſt walks a- foot; at this time you can 
ſee nothing but Graſs brought from all 
Parts, and the greateſt Lord hardly keeps 
two Mules to draw him; for this reaſon 
they often go on horſeback. 


Thoſe Horſes which have been at the 
Bull-baitings, and: are good for theſe ſort of 
Sports, are dear, and much in requeſt. The 
| King had a mind to divert himſelf, and or- 
der'd a Bull-Feaſt to be on the Twenty- 
ſecond of this Month. I was very glad of 
it, for tho? I had heard much Talk ot them, 
I never ſaw any yet; and the young Count 
de Coning mark, who is a Swede, would au- 
riſe, or bait the Bull for a young Lady of 
my Acquaintance; ſo that I was the more 
eager to go to the Placa- Major, where my 
22557 155 Kinſwoman, 
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The Lady's Travels into Spain, 57 
Kinſwoman, as ſhe was a Titulada of Caſtille, 
had her Balcony ſet up, with a Canopy, a 
Carpet, and Cuſhion of State. To give you 


a particular Account of all that paſſes at 
7. theſe Feaſts, I mult tell you, that after the 


King has appointed one of them, there are 
ſome Cows, which they call Mandarines, 
led into the Foreſts and Mountains of Anda- 
Infia ; it is known that the moſt furious 


Bulls are in theſe Places 3 and as they are 


train'd up for this purpoſe, ſo they run into 
the Wood ; the Bulls ſpy them out, and 
eagerly court them; thoſe fly, and theſe 
purſue them, and ſo are decoy*d into certain 
Palliſadoes, ſet on purpoſe along the Way, 
which is fometimes thirty or forty Leagues 
in Length; ſeveral Men arm'd with Half- 
Pikes and well mounted hunt theſe Bulls, 
and hinder them from coming back; but it 


is not ſeldom that they are forc'd to fight 


them within theſe Pales, and frequently they 
are kill'd or wounded. 81 8 


There are People plac'd all along the 
Road, which bring Advice when the Bull, 
will arrive at Madrid; and there alſo: they 
ſer. Palliſadoes in the Street, to prevent any 


The Mandarines, who are real Traytors, 
go conſtantly before, and the poor Bulls 
quietly follow aſter into the very Place de- 
Cz fenl 
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ſign'd for baiting them, where there are 


great Stables built on purpoſe, with Shutters 
contriv*d to keep them in; there are ſome- 
times 30, 40, or 50 t 


has two Doors, the Mandarines go in at one, 


and eſcape at the other; and when the Bulls 


think to follow them, ſtill they are hinder'd 
by a Trap, in which they are caught. 


After they have reſted a 15 Hours, they 
are one after another let out of the Stable 
into the great Place, where there are a great 
many young, luſty, ſtrong Peaſants, ſome 
of winch take the Bull by the Horns, and 


others by the Tail; and becauſe they mark 


him upon the Buttock with a hot Iron, and 
lit his Ears, they call them Hiradoes. This 
is not eaſily done, for there are frequently 
divers Perfons kill'd; and this is the begin- 


ning of the Show, which always mightily 


delights the People, whether it be upon the 
account that Blood is ſhed, or elſe that they 
love to ſee ſomething extraordinary, and at 
firſt ſight furprizing, and which afterwards 


furniſhes with Matter for long Reflections. 
But tho? unlucky Accidents do happen at 


theſe Feaſts, yet it does not appear that they 
take any Warning from them; for they are 


ſtill forward to expoſe tbemſewes at every 
Baiting that 1 is made, MO IO EP 


ther; this Stable 
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The Bulls are fed, and the beſt of them 
are pick'd out for the Baiting; they can 
even diſtinguiſh thoſe that are either Sons 
or Brothers of thoſe Bulls which made a 
great Slaughter in former Feaſts. They tie 
to their Horns a long Ribband, and by the 
Colour of that every Body knows them a- 
gain, and recites the Hiſtory of their Ance- 

1 5 3 ; that the Grandſire or great Grandſire 
of theſe Bulls bravely kill'd ſuch and ſuch a 
bone, and they expect no leſs from thoſe that 
then appear. 1 
When they have ſufficiently reſted, the 
Placa Major is cover'd with Sand, and 
round it are plac'd Bars as high as a Man, 
upon which are painted the Arms of the 
King and his Kingdoms. I fancy this Place 
to be larger than the Place Royal at Paris; 
it is longer than it is broad, and about it 
are Houſes, built upon Pillars and Arches, 
like Towers, five Stories high, and to each 
a2 Row of Balconies, into which there are 
great/ Glaſs Doors; the King's ſtands more 
XX forward than the reſt, is more ſpacious, and 
all gilt; it is in the middle of one of the 
F Sides, with a Canopy over it; over-againſt 
I: are the Ambaſſadors Balconies, who have 
2 Place when the King goes to Chapel; 
chat is, the Nuncis, the Emperor's Ambaſ- 
== fador, that of France, of Poland, the Vene. 


* 


lian, and that of Savoy; thoſe of England, 
Holland, Steedland, Denmark , and other 
5 Proteſtant 
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Proteſtant Princes, have none there: The 
Councils of Caſtille, Arragon, the Inquiſition, 
Ttaly, Flanders, the Indies; the Orders, War, 
the Croiſado, and of the Finances, are on the 
Right-hand of the King; they are diſtin- 
guiſh'd by their Arms upon their Crimſon 
Velvet Carpets, which are all embroider*d 
with Gold. After theſe are placed the City 
Companies, Judges, the Grandees and Titu- 


ladb's, according to their ſeveral Degrees, 


and at the King's Charge, or elſe at the Ci- 
ty's, who hire theſe Balconies of private 
Perſons that dwell there. 
For all thoſe I have now nam'd the King 
makes a Collation, and it is given in very 
neat Baſkets to the Women as well as the 
Men; it conſiſts of Fruits dry*d, Sweet- 
meats, and Water cool'd with Ice; of 
Gloves, Ribbands, Fans, Paſtils, Silk Stock- 
mgs and Garters; infomuch that theſe 


Feaſts always coſt above a hundred thou- 
fand Crowns; and this Expence is defray*d 
out of the Fines and Forfeitures adjudg'd 


to the King or to the City ; this is a Fund 
which muſt not be meddled with, tho? it 


were to ſave the Kingdom from the great- 


eſt Danger; the doing of it might cauſe a 
Sedition, fo bewitch'd are the People with 
this kind of Pleafure. % 74173 e 
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From the Level of the Pavement to the 
firſt Balcony there are Scaffolds made for 
the reſt of the People; they give from fit- 
teen to twenty Piſtoles for a Balcony, and 
there is not any but what are lett, and a- 


daorn'd wich rich Carpets and fine Canopies ; 


the People are not ſeated under the King's 
Balcony, that Place is filPd with his Guards; 
there are only three Gates open into it, thro' 
which the Perſons of Quality paſs in their 
richeſt Coaches, and particularly the Am- 
baſſadors, and they make ſeveral Turns 
round it a little before the King comes. The 
Cavaliers ſalute the Ladies, who ſtand in 
the Balconies without being cover'd with 
their Mantles or Veils; they are deck'd out 


8 with all their Jewels, and whatever they 


have that is fineſt ; one can ſee nothing but 

extreme rich Stuffs, with Tapeſtry, Cu- 

ſhions and Carpets, all of rais'd Work in 
Gold; I never faw any thing more glori- 
= ous: The King's Balcony is hung round with 
Green, and Gold Curtains, which he draws 
when he will not be ſeen. | 
The King came about Four a-clock, and 

immediately all the Coaches went out of the 
Place. , Generally the Ambaſſador of France 
is the molt taken notice of, beeauſe he and 
all his Train are dreſs'd after the French 
Mode; and he;is the only Ambaſiadon chat. - 
hasithis Privilege bere, for the others ate 
in the Spaniſn Draſs. Five or fix, Coaches 
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go before the King's, in which are the Offi- 
cers, The Gentlemen and Pages of his Cham- 


ber. The Coach of Honour, in which there 


goes no Body, marches immediately before 
his Majeſty's own, whoſe Coachmen and 
Poſtilion are always bare-headed, a Foot- 


man carrying their Hats the Crates is ſur- 


rounded with Foot Guards. Thoſe which 
they call the Life-guard have Partiſans, and 


march very near the Coach; and next the 


Boots go a great many of the King's Pages, 
cloath'd in Black, and without Swords, 
which 1s the only Mark to know them from 
other Pages. As the Ladies that are de- 
ſign'd to be about the young Qucen are al- 
ready nam'd, ſo they all came, under the 


Conduct of the Ducheſs of Terra Nova, in 
the King's Coaches; they march by the 


Mens Boots of the higheſt Quality, * 
on foot, that they might be nearer 3 Vthers 
mounted on the fineſt Horſes in the World; 
train'd up for that purpoſe, and which they 
call Horſes of Motion. That they may per- 
form this Piece of Gallantry, they muſt 


have Leave from their Mi reſſes, other- 


wiſe it is a great Blemiſh to their Reputa- 
tion, and even engages the Lady's Kindred 
in Trouble; for they take their Honour to 
pr concern-d in this Liberty: But when ſhe 
oves of it, they may practiſe all the 
ol aſant Humours for which theſe Sorts of 
aa Occaſon. But tho? they _ 
ear 
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fear nothing from the Ladies they ſerve, 
nor their Relations, yet they are not freed 

from all Uneaſineſs; for the Duegno's, or 
Women of Honour, of which there is too 
great a Proviſion in each Coach, and the 
Cuardadama's, which go on horſeback, are 
troubleſome Obſervers. Hardly can one 
begin to difcourſe but theſe Old Hags will 
draw the Curtain, and the Guardadama's 
will tell you, that that Love which is fulleſt 
of Reſpect is the molt diſcreet ; ſo that very 
often one muſt be content to let the Eyes 
ſpeak, and to ſigh ſo loud that one may be 
heard at a diſtance. 

All things being thus diſpos*d, the Cap- 
tain of the Guards and the other Officers; 
mounted upon very fine Horſes, enter the 
Place at the Head of the Span, . German, 
and, Burgundian Guards. They are cloath'd 
in yellow Velvet or Sattin, which is the Li- 
very of the King, trimm'd with tufted or 
crimſon Galoon, mix*d with Gold and Sil- 


ver. Phe Yeomen of the Guard, which I call 


the Life-guard, wear only a ſhort Cloak of 
the ſame Livery over black CIdaths ; the 
Spantards wear Breeches tuck'd up after the 
old way; the Germans, which are call'd 
Tudeſques, wear them like the Swilzers 3. they 
ſtand in Ranks near the King's Balcony, while 
the two Captains and the two Lieutenants, 
who carry each of them a Staff of Command 
in their Hands, and are toliow*d by a great 
1 2 many 
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many Liveries, march all four in a Rank 
at the Head of the Guards ſeveral times 
round the Place, to give the neceflary Or- 
ders, and to ſalute the Ladies of their Ac- 
quaintance 3 their Horſes curvet and bound 
continually z they are cover'd with Knots 
of Ribbands and embroider'd Houſings ; 
they are calPd Piſſadoyes, for Diſtinction. 
Upon this Day every one of theſe Lords af. 


fect to wear that Colour which their Mi- 
ſtreſſes love moſt. 


When the People are come without the 
Bars, and are ſeated upon their Scaffolds, 


the Place is water'd with forty or fifty Tons 3 


of Water, which is brought thither in little 
Carts. Then the Captains of the Guards 


come back, and take their Poſts under the 


King's Balcony, where all the Guards are 
likewiſe plac'd, and make a ſort of a Fence, 


ſtanding very cloſe together; and although 


the Bulls are ſometimes ready to kill them, 
yet they muſt not go back, nor ſtir from 
their Place; they only preſent to them the 
Point of their Halberds, and ſo with a great 


aer hazard defend themſelves. 


1 do aſſure you that this ſtrange Numbes 


of People (for every Place is full, even the 


Tops of the Houſes. as well as the reſt) the 
Balconies ſo. rich] y ſet out, and ſo. many 
beautiful Women in them, this great Court, 
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the Guards, and in a word the whole Place, 
makes one of the fineſt Shows that ever I 
ſaw. 8 

As ſoon as the Guards are poſſeſs'd of the 
Quarter where the King is, ſix Aguaxils, or 
City Door-Keepers, enter the Place, each 
holding a white Rod. Their Horſes are ex- 
cellent, harneſs'd after the Moriſco Faſhion, 
and cover'd with little Bells; their Habit is 
white; they wear Plumes of Feathers, and 
put the beſt Looks on they can in ſo much 
Danger as they are in, for they are not al- 
low'd to ſtir out of the Liſt ; and it is their 
Buſineſs to fetch the Knights that are to 


I ſhould tell you, before I proceed any 
further in this ſhort Deſcription, that ther? 
are certain Laws eſtabliſh'd for this ſort of 


= Baiting, which are call'd Duclo, that is, Duel, 
= becauſe one Knight aſſaults the Bull, and 


fights him in ſingle Combat. Theſe are 


ſome of the things which are obſery*d. One 


muſt be a Gentleman born, and known for 
ſuch, that he may fight on horſeback. It is 
not allow'd to draw the Sword upon the 
Bull, unleſs he has inſulted over you. They 
call it inſulting when the Bull breaks or 
forces the Garochon or Lance out of the 
Hand ; or if he make your Hat fall off, or 
your Cloak, or has wounded you or your 
Horſe, or any of your Company. In this 
Caſe 
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Caſe the Knight is oblig'd to puſh his Horſe 
directly upon the Bull; for this is an Em- 
penno, that is to ſay, an Affront that enga- 
ges one to be reveng'd or to die; and he 
muſt give him una Cachilada, or a back 
Stroke upon his Head or Neck. But if the 
Horſe on which the Cavallero rides refuſes 
to go up to the Bull, then immediately he 
alights, and courageouſly marches up a- foot 
to this fierce Animal. The Sword is very 
ſhort, and about three Fingers broad. The 
other Knights who are there to fight, are al- 
- fo oblig'd to alight off their Horſes, and 
accompany him that is under the Empenno z 
but they do not ſecond him, ſo as to aſſiſt 
him in the leaſt againſt his Enemy. If they 
all march up in this manner towards the 
Bull, and he flies to the other end of the 
Place, inſtead of tarrying for them or meet- 
ing them, aſter they have purſu'd him ſome 
time, they have ſatisfy*'d the Laws of Du- 
elling. 

If there be in the Town any Horſes that 
have been at a Baiting, and are dexterous at 
it, tho' they do not know the Owners, yet 
they'll borrow them; nay, tho' they do not 
deſire to ſel} them, nor the others in a Con- 
dition to buy them, yet they never refuſe 
them. If by a Miſchance the Horſe is kill'd, 
and they offer to pay for him, it is not ac- 
cepted ; becauſe to receive Money upon 
ſuch an Occaſion, would not be agreeable 
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to the Spaniſh Generoſity : nevertheleſs, it 
would vex a Man to have a Horſe that he 
had taken Pains to breed up, without any 
more ado taken from him by the firſt Stran- 
ger, and thro? his means be kill'd. This fort 
of Combat is reckoned ſo dangerous, that 


the Indulgences are expoſed in ſeveral Chur- 


ches for thoſe Days, becauſe of the great 
Maſſacre that is then made. Several Popes 
would have quite aboliſh'd ſuch barbarous 
Sights; but the Spaniards begg'd the Court 
of Rome ſo earneſtly to let them continue, 
that their Humour has been comply'd with, 
and to this Day they are tolerated. 


The firſt Day I was there the Aguazils 
came to the Gate, which is at the end of the 
Liſt, to fetch the Six Knights (of whom the 
Count de Coning/mark was one) who offer'd 
themſelves to combat. Their Horſes are 
handſome to Admiration, and moſt richly 
harneſs'd z beſides thoſe they ride on, they 
had each of them a Dozen led by Grooms, 
with as many Mules loaded with Rejones or 
Garochons, which are, as I have ſaid, Lances 
made of very dry Fir, about four or five 
Foot long, painted and gilt, and Iron-work 
very well poliſh*d ; and the Mules were co- 
ver'd with Velvet Cloths of the ſame Colour 
as the Combatants, with their Arms embroi- 
der'd in Gold. This is not practis'd at all 
Feaſts. When the City orders one, _y is 

s tly 
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far leſs Magnificence ; but as the King com- 


manded this, and it was upon his Marriage, 
nothing was omitted. 1 


The Cavallero's were dreſs'd in Black, 
embroider'd either with Gold and Silver, 
Silk or Bugles; they had white Plumes of 
Feathers ſpotted with ſeveral Colours, and 
a rich Knot of Diamonds, with a Hatband 
of the ſame ; they had Scarts, Tome white, 


and others crimſon, blue and yellow, em- 


broider'd with Gold; ſome wore them 
rouhd their Waiſt, others over their Shou]- 


ers, like a Belt, and others about their 
Arm; theſe laſt were narrow and ſhort; 


without doubt their Miſtreſſes preſented 
them; for commonly they run to pleaſe 
them, and to ſhew that there is no Danger 
to which they would not expoſe themſelves 


for their Diverſion ; they had alſo a black 


Cloak, which wrapt them about, but the 
Ends being thrown behind them, it did not 
hinder their Arms; they wore little white 
Buſkins, with long gilt Spurs, which have 
only one ſharp Point, after the Moors Fa- 
ſhion ; they alſo ſir a Horſe like them, 
which is called Cavalgas a la Gineta. 


The Cavallero's were handſomely mount- 


ed, and look'd gracefully enough for this 
Country. They were nobly born, and 
every one had Forty Footmen; ſome 
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cloathed in Gold Mohair, trimmed with 

Lace; others in Carnation-colour'd Bro- 

cade, ſtriped with Gold and Silver; and 
the reſt in ſome other Faſhion. Every one 
of them was dreſs'd like a Stranger, whether 
*twas Turk, Hungarian, Meer, Indian, or 
wild People. Several of the Foot-men car- 
ried a Bundle of theſe Garochons I have men- 
tioned, and this looked very well. T hus 
with all their Train they croſſed the Placa 

Majer, conducted by the fix Alguazils, and 

the Trumpets ſounding. They came before 
the King's Balcony, and made a profound 
Reverence to him, and deſired Leave of him 
to fight the Bulls, which he granted them, 
and wiſhed them Victory. Then the 
Trumpetsevery where began to ſound again, 
and this is done, as *twere, in defiance of 
the Bulls. All the People fall a ſhouting, 
and repeat, Viva, viva, los bravos Caval- 
leros. After this they ſeparate, and ſalute 
the Ladies of their Acquaintance. All the 
Foot-men go out of the Liſt, except two 
for each Knight, which are left to carry 
their Rejones. They keep cloſe to their 
Maſters, and it is very ſeldom that they 
forſake them. e e 7H 57 
Several young Men enter into the Place, 
and they come a great way off to fight on 
theſe Days. Theſe I now ſpeak of are a- 
foor, and not being nobly born, they uſe 
no ceremonies with them. Whilſt one 
3 Cavailero 
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Cavallero is fighting, the reſt withdraw, 
but not out of the Bars; and they do not 
aſſault that Bull which another has under- 
taken to fight, unleſs he makes at them. 
The firſt to whom the Bull comes, when 
they are all together, 1s he that fights him. 
When he has wounded the Knight, they 
cry out, Filenno de Empenno; that is to ſay, 
it is an obligation upon ſuch an one to re- 
venge the front he has received from the 
Bull: And indeed Honour engages him, 
either on Horſe- back, or a- foot, to attack 
the Bull, and give him a Cut with his 
Sword, as I have ſaid, either upon his 
Head or Throat, without ſtriking him in 
any other Part. Afterwards he may fight 
him as he will, and ſtrike him where he 
canz but in doing this, one's Life is a 
thouſand times in Danger. When this 
Blow is given, if the Knights are a. ſoot, 
they may mount their Horſes. 

When the King thought it was time to 
begin the Baiting, two Alguazils come un- 
der his Balcony, and he gives to Don John 
the Keys of the Stable where the Bulls are 
ſecured ; for the King keeps the Key, and 
when it muſt be thrown, he delivers it into 
t ie Hands of the Privado, or chief Miniſter, 
as a Favour. Immediately the Trumpets 
ſound, the Timbrels and the Drums, the 
Fifes and the Hautboys, the Flutes. and 
Bagpipes make a Noiſe round the Place 
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the Man that ſtands there: After that, he 


very ſharp Darts, which are trimmed with 


_ Miſt about him. His Eyes and his No- 
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one after another; and the Aguazils, who 
are naturally great Cowards, go trembling 
to open the Doors where the Bulls are kept. 
There was a Man hid behind the Door, 
who ſhut it as faſt as he could, and then by 
a Ladder climbed up to the top of the 
Stable; for it is uſual with the Bull in com- 
ing out to look behind the Door, and to 
begin his Expedition by killing, if he can 
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falls a running with all his Might after the 
Alguazils, who ſpur their Horſes to fave 
themſelves, for they are not allowed to 
ſtand upon their Defence, and their belt 
Play is to run away. Thoſe Men who 
are on foot, throw at him Arrows and 
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cut Paper. Theſe Darts ſtick in him in 
ſuch manner, that the Pain cauſing him to 
ſtir much, makes the Iron enter deeper: 
Beſides, when he runs, the Paper makes a 
Noiſe, and being on fire, vexes him ex- 
treamly. His Breath looks like a thick 
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ſtrils are like Fire. He runs ſwifter than 
a Race-Horſe, and holds it much better. 
To ſpeak Truth, he ſtrikes Terror. The 
Knight who is to fight him comes near 
him, takes a Aejon, holds it like a Po- 
niard : The Bull makes up to him, he de- 
clines his Blow, and thruſts his Garochon 
at him: The Bull fo thruſts it back, that 
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'the Wood being weak, 1t breaks. Imme- 
diately his Footmen, who hold ten or twelve 


Dozen, preſent him with another, which 
the Cavallero thruſts alſo into his Body : 
With this the Bull falls a bellowing, grows 
angry, runs, leaps, and wo be to "them 


that ſtand in his way: And if at any time 
he is ready to run at a Man, a Cloak or 


Hat is thrown at him, and this ſtops him; 
or elſe, one falls down on the Ground, 
and the Bull in running paſſes over him. 


They have alſo great Figures made of Paſt- 


boards, with which they deceive him, and 


ſo gain time to eſcape. That which helps 


them farther is, that the Bull conſtantly 
ſhuts his Eyes before he puſhes with his 
Horns, and they are ſo quick in that Mo- 
ment to avoid the Blow; but yet this 1s 


not ſo certain, but that a great my 


periſh. 
I faw a Black, with a ſhort Poniard, g0 


directly to the Bull when he was in the 


height of Fury, and between his Horns, 
thruſt it into the very Seam of his Scull, 
which is a Place very ſoft and eaſy to be 
pierc'd, but withal, very ſmall to hit. 


This was one of the boldeſt and moſt dex- 


terous Blows that can be imagined. The 
Bull fell down dead upon the Spot; and 
preſently the Trumpets founded, ard ſeve- 
ral Spaniards ran with their Swords in their 
Hands to cut in pieces the Beaſt that was 
weed 2 no 
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no longer able to hurt them. When a Bull 
is killed, four Alguazils go out to fetch 
four Mules, which ſome Grooms, cloath'd 


in yellow, and carnation-coloured Sattin, 
lead in. They are covered with Feathers 


and little Silver Bells: They have ſilken - 


Traces, with which they tie the Bull, and 
ſo draw him away ; upon which the Trum- 
pets and People make a prodigious Noiſe. 
There were twenty baited the firſt Day. 
There came out a furious one, which very 


dangerouſly wounded Count Coning/mark 


in his Leg; and yet the Force of the Blow 


did not light upon him, but upon his 
Horſe, whom it burſt. He quickly got off - 
him; and tho' he is no Spaniard, yet he 


would not be excuſed from any of the 
Laws. It would have drawn Pity from 


any hody to ſee one of the fineſt Horſes in 
the World in ſuch a Condition; he ran vio- 
lently about the Place, ſtriking Fire with 


his Feet, and killed a Man with a Blow 
upon his Head and Breaſt. The great 
Rail was opened for him, and he went out. 
As for the Count, as ſoon as he was woun- 
ded, a very fine Spaniſh Lady, who believ'd 
that he tought for her ſake, 1 forward 
in her Balcony, and with her Handkerchief 


made ſeveral Signs, in alÞlikelihood to en- 


courage him; but he did not ſeem to need 


being animated: And altho” he had loſt 


abundance of Blood, and was forced to 
Vor. II. D e 
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lean upon one of his Footmen, who held 


him up; yet with great Fierceneſs he ad- 
vanced with his Sword in his Hand, made a 
ſhift to give a very great Wound to the 
Bull on his Head; and then preſently tur- 
ning himſelf towards that Side where this 
oung Lady, for whom he fought, was, he 
Lifted his Sword, and ſuffered himſelf to be 
carryed away by his People half dead. 
But you mult not think that theſe ſort of 
Accidents interrupt the Feaſts: *Tis ſaid that 


it will not end but by the King's Order; fo 


that when any Knight is wounded, the 
others accompany him to the Bars, and 
immediately they return to fight. There 
was a Biſcancer ſo bold, as to throw him- 
ſelf off his Horſe upon the Back of the 
Bull, held him by his Horns, and in ſpight 
of all the Endeavours of the Animal to 
throw him off, the Biſcancer ſat upon him 
for above a quarter of an Hour, and 


| broke one of his Horns. If the Bulls de- 


fend themſelyes too long, and the King 
would have others come out (for freſh ones 

afford more delight, becauſe every one has 
his peculiar manner of fighting) they turn 
looſe. ſome Engliſh Dogs: Theſe are not fo 
big as is generally feen there; *tis a Breed 
ſomething like thoſe the Spaniards carried 
into the Indies, when they conquered them; 
they are ſmall and low, but fo ſtrong, that 
when they once ſeize the Throat, you may 
2 2 eee hs ober 
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| ſooner cut them in pieces, than make them 


let go their hold. They are very frequent- 
ly killed; the Bull takes them upon his 


Horns, and toſſes them up in the Air like 
| Foot-balls. Sometimes they hamſtring the 
Bull with certain Irons made croſs-wiſe, 


which they put at the End of a long Pole; 

and this they call Zaretar of Toro. | 
There was another Cavallero under the 

Empenno, becauſe in fighting his Hat fell 


off ; he did not alight, but drew his Sword, 


and puſhing his Horſe upon the Bull which 
expected him, gave him a Wound on his 
Neck; but as it was a flight one, ſo it 
ſerved only to enrage him the more. He 
tore up the Earth with his Feet, he roared, 


and he leaped about like a Stag. I cannot 
well deſcribe to you this Combat, nor the 
Acclamations of every body, the clapping 


of Hands, nor the Multitude of Handker- 


chiefs which were thrown up in the Air, 


for an Expreſſion of Admiration; ſome 
crying out, Victor, Victor; and others, Ha 
Toro, Ha Joro, the more to excite the 
Bull's Fury. Neither can I tell you my 


particular Diſturbance, and how my Heart 


failed me every time I ſaw theſe terrible 


Creatures ready to kill thoſe brave Caval- 


lero' s. Theſe things are equally impoſſible 
to me. | 


handſome, who could not avoid being 
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wounded by the Horns of the Bull, who 
toſſed him up very high; he immediately 
died. There were two others mortally 
wounded, and four Horſes either killed or 
deſperately hurt; and yet every body ſaid, 
it had not been a fine Baiting, becauſe there 
was ſo little Blood-ſhed ; and to have been 
ſuch, there ſhould have been at leaſt ten 
Men killed upon the ſpot. It is hard to 
deſcribe the dexterity of the Cavallero's in 
fighting, and that of the Horſes in avoi- 
ding the Bull. They'll turn ſometimes an 
Hour about him, and tho* they be not a 


Foot diſtant from him, yet he is not able to 


touch them ; but when he does hit them, 


he wounds them cruelly. The King threw - 


fifteen Piſtoles to the Black that killed the 
Bull with his Poniard, and he gave as much 
to one that ſubdued another, and ſaid he 


would remember the Knights that had 


fought. 

I obſerved a Caſtilian, who . not 
how to defend himſelf, jumpt upon a Bull 
as nimble as a Bird. Theſe Feaſts are 
fine, great, magnificent ; *tis a noble Sight, 


and coſts abundance. One cannot give a 


Juſt Deſcription of it ; it muft be ſeen to be 
underſtood. Bur I do aſſure yon, that all 
this did not pleaſe me. Do but think, if 


a Man that is very dear to you ſhould be ſo - 


raſh to go and expoſe himſelf againſt a fu- 
rious Beaſt, and that for your ſake, (for 
| gene- 
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generally that is the Motive) you ſee him 
brought back weltring in his Blood, and 
 half-dead; 1s it poſſible, I ay, for you- or 
any one to approve of ſuch an Action, 
and theſe Cuſtoms? Nay, ſuppoſe one had 
no particular Concern, would one deſire to 
be preſent at ſuch Sports, that coſt the Lives 
of ſo many Men? For my part, I wonder 
that in a Kingdom, where their King bears 
the Name of Catholick, there ſhould be 
ſuch barbarous- Diverſions permitted. I am 
ſatisfied that it is very ancient, becauſe 
they derive it from the Moors; but yet me- 
thinks this, as well as divers other Cuſtoms 
which they have from thoſe 1njidels, ought 
to be entirely aboliſhed. 
Don Ferdinand obſerving me very much 
diſturbed and uneaſy during the Bazting, 
and taking; notice, that I was ſometimes as 
pale as Death, I was ſo much frighted to 
ſee ſome of thoſe killed which fought, ſaid 
to me ſmiling, what would you have done, 
Madam, if you had ſeen what had hap- 
pened ſome Years ago? A Cavellero of 
Worth paſſionately loved a young Woman, 
who was only a Jeweller's Daughter, but 
a perfect Beauty, and was to have a great 
Eſtate. This Cavallero having underſtood. 
that the moſt furious Bulls of the Moun- 
tains were taken, and thinking 1t would be 
a very Slorious Action to vanquiſh: them, 
D 3 reſolved 
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reſolved to fauriſe, as they call it, and fer 
that end deſired leave of his Miſtreſs. She 
was ſo ſurprized at the bare Propoſal only 
which he made, that ſhe ſwooned away; 
and by all that Power which he had given 
her over himſelf, ſhe charged him not to 
think of it, as he valued his Life. But in 
ſpite of her Charge, he believed he could 
not give a more ample Proof of his Love, 
and therefore privately cauſed all things ne- 
ceſſary to be got ready in order thereunto. 
But induſtrious as he was te hide his De- 
lign from his Miſtreſs, ſhe was informed of 
it, and uſed all means to diſſwade him 
from it. In fine, the Day of this Feaſt be- 
ing come, he conjured her to be there; 
and told her that her very Preſence would 
be ſufficient to make him conquer, and to 
acquire a Glory, which would render him 
yet more worthy of her. Your Love, ſays | 
the, is more ambitious than *tis kind; and 
mine is mort kind than *tis ambitious. Go 
where you think Glory calls you. You 
have a mind I ſhould be there, you will 
fight before me. Well, I do aſſure you 
that I will be there; but yet perhaps my 


| . Preſence will afford you more matter of 


Trouble than Emulation. However, he 
left her, and went to the Placa Major, 
where there was already a mighty A ſſem- 
bly ; but ſcarce had he begun to defend 
| himſelf againſt the fierce Bull which _m_ 
te 
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ted him, when a Country Youth threw a 
Dartatthis terrible Creature, which pierc'd 


him ſo deep, that it put him to a great 
deal of Pain. He immediately left the 


Cavallero that was fighting him, and, roar- 
ing, ran directly after him that woun- 
ded him. This Youth, thus frighted, would 
have ſaved himſelf, when his Cap, which 
covered his Head, fell off; and then the 
lovelieft and longeſt Hair which could be 
ſeen, appeared upon his Shoulders. And 


this diſcovered it to be a Maid about 


fifteen or ſixteen Years of Age. Fear 
had put her into ſuch Trembling, that 
ſhe could neither run, nor any way avoid 
the Bull. He gave her a deſperate puſh 
on the Side; at the ſame inſtant her Lo- 
ver knew thar it was ſhe, and was run- 


ning to aſſiſt her. Good God! What a 
Grief it was for him to ſee his dear Mi- 


ſtreſs in this ſad Condition? Paſſion tranſ- 
ported him. He no longer valued his Life, 
and grew more furious than the Bull, and 
performed things almoſt incredible. He 
was mortally wounded in divers Places. 
On this Day certainly the People thought 
the Batting fine, They carried theſe two 
unfortunate Lovers to her unhappy Fa- 
ther's Houſe. They both deſired to be 
in the ſame Chamber: And tho? they had 
but littke time to live, yet begged the Fa- 
vour they might be married. According- 
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ly they were marry*d ; and ſinge they could 
not live together, yet at laſt they were bu- 
ry*d together in one and the ſame Grave. 
T he Story has mightily increaſed the Aver- 
ſion I had already conceived againſt theſe 
ſort of Feaſts ;. and I told Don Ferdinand ſo, 
after I had thanked him for his Pains in rela- 
ting it to me. 
Hitherto I have 805 nothing to you con- 
cerning the Spanih Language, in which I 
am endeavouring to make ſome Progreſs. 
It pleaſes me extreamly; it is expreſſive, 
noble, and grave. Love finds it commo- 
dious for its Work, and can play the fool 
prettily enough in it. The Courtiers ſpeak 
more conciſely than others: They make 
uſe of ſuch abſtracted Compariſons and Me- 
taphors, that unleſs one is uſed to hear 
them, half their Meaning is loſt. I have 
learnt ſeveral Languages, or at leaſt under- 
ſtand the firſt Rudiments of them; but 
yet in my mind it is only our ow that ex- 
ceeds the Spaniſh. 

I come juſt now from ſeeing ten Galley 

which are arrived, This 1s ſomewhat 
| ſtrange in a City that is eighty Leagues 
from the Sea; but theſe are Land-Galleys ; 
for if there be Sea-Horſes, and Dogs, why 
not Land ones? They are ſhaped like a 
Chariot, but four times longer, and have 
ſix Wheels, three on a Side, and do not go 
much flower than a Chariot. The upper 

| part 
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Part is round, and is very like a Galley; 
they are cover'd with Canvaſs, and may 
contain forty Perſons ; there one ſleeps and 
dreſſes Victuals; indeed it is a moving 
Houſe; they put 18 or 20 Horſes to draw 
it; the Machine is ſo long, that it cannot 
be turn'd but in a Field; they come uſually 
from Galicia and. Manca, the Country of 
the brave Don Quixot; they ſet out 8, 5 
or 12 in a Company, to be helpful to one 
another in caſe of need; for when one over- 
turns it makes a great Havock, and the beſt 
that can happen is a broken Arm or Leg; 
there muſt be above a Hundred to raiſe it 
up again; in it are carry'd all Sorts of Pro- 
viſions, for the Country thro* which they 
paſs is ſo very barren, that on Mountains 
which are 80 Leagues broad, the biggeſt 
Tree one meets with is a little wild 7 byme 3 
there is in it neither Inn nor Inn-Keepers 
you ſleep in the Galley ; and it is a miſera- 
ble Country for Travellers. 

Monfieur Mollini, the Pope's Nuncio, con- 
ſecrated the Patriarch of the Indies on Trini- 
ty-Sunday, and the King was there; I ſaw 
him come in, he had a black Suit, and a 
Gold-colour®d Silk Belt on, and little Pearls 
were ſet round the Flowers; his Hat was ſo 
broad, which they never cock here, that the 
Brims lay upon his Shoulders, and look'd 
ill; I pblerv'd that during the Ceremony 
he eat ſomething, which was held to him in 


D 5 a Paper; 
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a Paper; they told me it was either Leeks 
or Shallots, of which he eats very often; I 


was too far off to ſee him well; he did not 


return to Byen Retiro becauſe of Corpus Chri- 
fti-Day, at which Ceremony he would aſſiſt. 

In coming out of the Church I knew a French 
Gentleman, whoſe Name was 7uncas ; he 
is of Bourdeaux, where I ſaw him; I aſk'd 
him how long he had been here, he told me 
but a little while, and that his firſt Buſineſs 
had been to have ſeen me, had he not been 
engag*d at Bayonne not to loſe a Minutes time 

1n the Search of a very wicked Fellow, who 
was ſuppos'd to be hid at Madrid; that it 
was not the Curioſity to ſee the Patriarch 
of the Indies conſecrated which drew him to 
the Hieronomites (otherwiſe the Daughters of 

the Conception) but that having deſired to 
ſpeak with one of the Nuns, he was told, 
that he could not ſee her till the King was 
gone; he added, that this was one of the 
handſomeſt Women in the World, and hath 
been the Cauſe of a great Unhappineſs in 
the Family of Monſicur de Lande. T remem- 
ber to have ſeen her as I have gone by, and 
intreated him to tell me the Matter. It is, 
ſaid he, too long and melancholy a Miſchance 
to relate preſently; but if you will ſee the young 
Nun I ſpeak of, I am perſuaded ſhell not be 
unpleaſant to you, I willingly accepted his 
Offer, becauſe I have ſo often been told, 

that they have much more Wit in Monaſte- 
Sie ries 
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ries than elſewhere in the World. We went 
into a Parlour, which had three ſuch terri- 
ble Iron Doors with Spikes as made me 
wonder. How is this, ſaid I? It has been 
told me that the Nuns in this Country are 
very amorous but I cannot be perſuaded 
that Love is bold enough to venture over 


theſe long Spikes, and through theſe little 


Holes, where one muſt undoubtedly periſh. 
You are deceiv'd, Madam, cry'd Juncas, at 
the Appearances of things. If the Lady who is 


coming can ſpare me ſo much Time, I' preſent- 


Iy tell you what I learn'd of a Friend of mine, 
a Spaniard, the firſt Fourney I made thither ; 
but at the very Inſtant Donna Jſidora came 
into the Parlour : I found her much hand- 
ſomer than I had fancy'd her in my own 
Mind to be. Monſieur de Funcas told her I 
was a French Lady, who had a great mind 
to be acquainted with her upon his Report 
of her Merits. She thank'd me in a very 
modeſt manner, and afterwards told us, that 
it was very true that the Wretch after whom 
Enquiry was made had been lately at Ma- 
drid, but that ſhe was certain he was not 
now there, and that he had even had the 

Impudence to write to her by the Hands of 
a Man where he lodg'd; that the Letter 
was brought to her after his Departure, and 
that ſhe would not receive it. It ſeems to 
me, ſazd I, interrupting her, that he could 


not be taken ſuppoſing he was yet here. 
Some- 
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Sometimes, ſays Donna 1/idora, Permiſſion 
is obtain'd from the King. There are cer- 
tain Crimes for which there is no Sanctuary, 
and that is one of them. She fell a weeping, 
notwithſtanding all her Endeavours to hin- 
der her Tears; and added, that, Thanks 
be to Heaven, ſhe could not reproach her- 
ſelf with any thing in the late Buſineſs ; but 
yet ſhe could not forbear grieving extreme- 
ly that ſhe had been the Cauſe of it. We 
ralk*d together a good while longer, and 1 
was as much charm'd with her Wit as with 
her Beauty. Afterwards I withdrew. I am 


abſolutely yours, moſt dear Couſin, be 
throughly perſuaded of it. 


From Madrid this 2915 
of May, 1679. 


LETTER 
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eee eee 
LETTER-XL 


N E muſt love you as mightily as I 
do, dear Coulin, to reſolve to write 
to you in a Seaſon when the Weather is ſo 
exceſlive hot. Whatever has been told me, 
and whatever I could imagine of it, is no- 
thing in compariſon to what I now fee}. To 
defend myſelf from the Heat; I leave open 
all my Windows all Night long, without 
fearing the Gallic Winds, which cripple a 
Body. I ſleep bare-headed. I put my Hands 
and Feet in Snow, enough to kill one; but 
I think it is much at one to die as to be ſmo- 
ther'd with Heat, as they are here. It is 
Midnight before one feels the leaſt Breath 5 
of Air from the weſtern Breezes. 
In going to take the Air one 1s ſ ufficiently 
puzzled, for if the Glaſſes are open one's 
choak*d with the Duſt, of which the Streets 
are ſo full that one can hardly ſee ; and al- 
tho? the Windows of the Houſes are ſhut, 
the Duſt finds a way thro' and ſpoils all 
- Houſhold Goods; ſo that what with the 
ugly Smell in the Winter, and the Duſt in 
the Summer, all things of Silver, and every 
thing efſe, are ſo tarniſh'd and ſpoil'd, that 
little can be kept handſome any conſidera- 


ble 
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ble time. Notwithſtanding all Care at pre- 


ſent one's Face will be cover'd with Sweat 


and Duſt, like thoſe Wreſtlers which are 
repreſented to us in a Ring. 
I ſhould now tell you that I have ſeen the 
Ceremony on Corpus. Chriſti Day, which is 
very ſolemnly kept here. There is a gene- 
ral Proceſſion of all the Pariſhes and Mona- 
ſeries, which are very numerous. The 
Streets thro* which the holy Sacrament is to 
paſs are hung with the richeſt Tapeſtry in 
the World ; for I do not only ſpeak of that 
which belongs to the Crown, which 1s there, 
but alſo of that which belongs to a thouſand 
particular Perſons, who have moſt admira- 
ble Tapeſtry. All the Balconies are then 
without their Lattices, adorn'd-with Car- 
pets, rich Cuſhions, and Canopies. They 
hang Ticking croſs the Streets, to hinder 
the Sun from being troubleſome ; and they 
throw Water upon it, to make the Air cool- 
er. All the Streets are ſpread with Sand, 
well water'd, and fill'd with ſo great a 
Quantity of Flowers, that one can hardly 
tread upon any thing elſe. The Repoſito- 
ries are extraordinary large, and adorn'd 
with the greateſt Splendor, 
No Women go in the Proceſſion. The 
King was there in a black Luſtring Taffaty 
Suit, a Shoulder-Belt of blue Silk, edg'd 
with white; his Sleeves were of white Taf- 


oy embroider'd with Silk and wy, ; 
tney 
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they were very long, and open before ; he | 


had little Sleeves hanging down to his 
Waiſt ; his Cloak was wrapp'd about his 
Arm; and he had on his Collar of Gold 
and precious Stones, at which there hung a 
little Sheep in Diamonds; he had alſo Dia- 
mond Buckles at his Shoes and Garters, and 
a great Hatband of the ſame, which ſhin'd 
like the Sun; he had likewiſe a Knot, which 
button'd up his Hat, and at the bottom of 
that a Pearl, which they call the Peregrine; 
it is as big as the Ruſſet-Pear, and of the 
ſame Shape; it is pretended to be the fineſt 
in Europe, and that both its Colour and K ind 
are in Perfection. The whole Court, with- 
out Exception, follow'd the holy Sacrament. 
The Councils walk'd after it without any 
Order or Precedency, as they happen'd to 
be, holding white Wax - Candles in their 
Hands; the King had one, and went fore- 
moſt, next the Tabernacle, where the Sacra- 
ment was; it is certainly one of the fineſt 
Ceremonies that can be ſeen. I obſerv'd 
that all the Gentlemen of the Bed-Chamber 
had a great Gold Key by their Sides ; it 
opens the King's Chamber, into which the 
can go when they will; it is as big as a Cel. 
lar-Door Key. I there ſaw ſeveral Knights 
of Malta, who wore every one a Crofs of 
Malta, made of Holland, and embroider'd, 
upon their Cloaks. It was near Two a- 
: Clock, 
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Clock, and the Proceſſion was not yet gone 
in. When it paſs'd by the Palace they fir'd 
ſeveral Rockets, and other Inventions. 


The Ring went to meet the Proceſſion at 
St. Mary's, which 1s a Church near the Pa- 
| lace. Upon this Day all the Ladies begin 
to wear their Summer Garments. They 
make their Balconies very fine, in which 
they have either ſeveral Baſkets of Flowers, 
or Bottles fill'd with ſweet Water, which 
they throw about whilſt the Procęſſion paſſes 
by. Commonly the three Companies which 
guard the King are new cloath'd. As ſoon 
as the holy Sacrament is gone back to the 
Church, every Body goes home to eat, that 
they may be at the Autos, which are certain 
Kinds of Tragedies upon religious Subjects, 
and are oddly enough contriv'd and ma- 
nag' d; they are acted either in the Court 


or Street of each Preſident of a Council, to 


whom it is due; the King goes thither, nd 
all the Perſons of Quality receive Tickets 
over Night to go there, ſo that we were in- 
vited ; and I was amaz'd to ſee them light 
up abundance of Flambeaus, whilſt the Sun 

beat full upon the Comedians Heads, and 

melted: the Wax like Butter. They acted 

the moſt impertinent Piece that ever I ſaw 
in my Days. This is the Subject of it. 


The 
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The Knights of St. James are aſſembled, 


and our Lord comes and deſires them to re- 


ceive him into their Order; there are divers 
of them that are very willing to it, but the 
Seniors repreſent to the others the Wrong 
they ſhould do themſelves, if they ſhould 
admit into their Society a Perſon of ignoble 
Birth; that St. Ze/eph, his Father, was a 
poor Carpenter, and that the holy Virgin 


wrought with her Needle. Our Lord with 


great Impatience expects their Reſolution. 
At laſt they determine, with ſome Unwil- 
lingneſs, to refuſe him; but at the ſame 
time propos'd an Expedient, which is, to 
inſtitute one on purpoſe for him, the Order 
de Chriſto; and with this every Body is ſa- 
tisfy*d. This is the Order that is in Portu- 


gal. But yet theſe things are not done with 


a wicked Deſign; no, they had rather die 
than in the leaſt to fail of the Reſpect due to 
Religion. Theſe Autos laſt for a Month; I 


am ſo weary in going to them, that I excuſe 


myſelf as oft as I can. They uſe Sweet- 


meats, and Water cool'd in Ice very much; 


and they have need of them, for the Heat 
almoſt kills one, and the Duſt choaks a 
Body. I was raviſh'd with Joy to. meet 
Don Auguſtine Pacheco and his Wife ( of 
whom I have formerly told you) at the Pre- 
ſident de Hazlenda*s Houſe ; they came thi- 
ther becfuſe they are related to the Preſi- 
dent. We were plac'd near one another; 
res and 


* 
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and when the Ceremony was over, we went 
to take the Air in the Prado, after the French 
Mode, that is, Men and Women together 
in the ſame Coach. Don Frederic de Cardonne 
was one. Our Curtains were cloſe drawn 
whilſt there were a great many Folks, be- 
cauſe of our beautiful and young Spaniſh 
Women; but as we tarry'd later than 
others, the Nuncio, and Frederic Cornaro the 
Venetian Ambaſſador, caus'd their Coaches 


to drive up to ours, and talk'd with us; 
when all on a ſudden we ſaw a great Illumi- 


nation all along the Walk ; and at the ſame 
time appear'd Sixty Cardinals upon Mules, 
in their Habits and red Caps; after them 
follow'd the Pope, he was carry'd upon a 
certain Machine all cover'd with a Foot 
Carpet ; he fate under a Canopy in a great 
Chair, and St. Peter's Keys laid upon a Cu- 
ſhion, with a Veſſel full of holy Water of 
Orange-Flowers, with which he ſprinkled 
every Body. The Show march'd on grave- 
ly; and when they were come to the end of 
the Prado, the Cardinals began to play a 
thouſand cunning Tricks to make his Holi- 
neſs merry ; ſome threw their Hats upon the 
Trees, and ſtanding direQly under they fell 
upon their Heads again; and others ſtood 
upright upon the Saddles on their Mules, 
and.made them run as faſt as they could. 
There was a vaſt Number of People fol- 
low'd them, We aſk'd the Pope's TY 
What 
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what this meant; and he aſſur'd us he under- 


ſtood nothing of it, and that he did not like 


this ſort of Mirth. He ſent to enquire from 


whence the holy College came in that manner, 


and we underſtood it was the Bakers Holiday, 


and that every Year they us'd to make this 


fine Show. The Nuncio had a great mind 
to have diſturb'd them with a Volley of 
Cudgels, and had already commanded his 
Attendants to begin the Fray; but we in- 
terceded in the behalf of theſe poor People, 


who had no other Intention than to cele- 


brate the Feſtival of their Saint. In the 
mean time, ſome that had over-heard the 
Orders which were given, and were Diſtur- 
bers of the publick Peace, gave Information 
thereof to the Pope and Cardinals; this was 


enough to put all in Confuſion, every one 
_ eſcap'd as well as he could; and their Fear 


made our Pleaſure ſhort-liv'd. In France 
ſuch Maſquerades would not be ſuffer*d ; but 
perhaps there are many things innocent in- 


one Country, which would not be ſo in 


another. 

My Kinſwoman knowing how very civil- 
ly I had been receiv'd by Don Auguſtine Pa- 
checo, invited him to Supper at her Houle. 
I deſired him to remember his Promiſe of 
giving me a Relation of what he knew of 
the Indies, Immediately PII tell you, ſays 
he, concerning thoſe they call the Weſt- 
Indies, in which a Part of America is com- 


priſed. | In 
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In the Reign of Ferdinand, King of Caſtille 
and Arragon, Chriſtopher Columbus, a Genoeſe, 
diſcover*d this Part of the World in the 
Year 1492. As the Spaniards were the firſt 
that found this fortunate Country, unknown 
to the Europeans, ſo King Ferdinand and 


Queen Jabel had the Propriety of it by a 


Bull from Pope Alexander VI. He eſta- 
bliſh'd them and their Succeſſors perpetual 


Vicars of the holy See over this vaſt Coun- 


try ; ſo that the Kings of Spain are both 
foiritual and temporal Lords, and nominate 
Biſhops, and other Eccleſiaſticks, and receive 
Tenths from them. Their Power there is of 
a larger Extent than in Spain, for you muſt 
know that America alone is one of the four 
Parts of the World, and that we poſſeſs 
more Land there than all other Me 
gether beſides. The Council of the Indies, 


which is eſtabliſh'd at Madrid, is one of the 


moſt conſiderable of the Kingdom; and 


there being ſo great a neceſſity of holding 


a very frequent Correſpondence between 
Spain and the Indies, to ſend Orders to main- 


_ tain the Court Authority, they were oblig'd 


to eſtabliſh beſides a particular Chamber 1 
which is compos'd of the eldeſt Counſellors 
of the Council of the Indies; and they are to 
take cognizance of all things concerning the 
Revenues, and cauſe Expeditions by the Se- 
cretaries of the Council. 


Be ſides 
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Beſides this Chamber at Madrid, there is 
another at Seville, call'd the Houſe of Con- 


tratadtion; it is compos'd of ſeveral Coun- 


ſellors, both of the Robe and the Sword, with 

other neceſſary Officers; thoſe of the Sπö rd 
take cognizance of things which concern the 
Fleet and the Galeons ; the other Counſellors 
take care of Matters of Juſtice. Appeals 
from this Tribunal are made to the Council 
of the Indies at Madrid. There are Regiſters 


kept in the Houſe of Contrataction at Seville, 


in which are writ all the Merchandize that 
is ſent to the Indies, and all that comes from 
thence, that ſo the King may not be cheated 


of his Cuſtoms; but this ſignifies little, the 


Merchants are ſo cunning, and thoſe who 
keep the Accounts are ſo eaſily drawn to 
ſhare with them, that the King is not a whit 
the better for them; and the Duty to him, 
which is only the fifth Part, is ſo ill paid, 
that he does not receive the fourth Part of 
what is due to him. 


It is the Council of Madrid which propo- 
ſes Subjects to the King to fill up the vacant 
Viceroyalties of New Spain and Peru; they 
are granted for five Years, and fo are all 
other Places, of which the moſt conſidera- 
ble are theſe following, viz. the Governor 
and Captain-General, and Preſident of the 
Royal Ckancellary of /. Domingo in the 


Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Iſlands; the Governor and Captain- 
General of the City of St. Chriſtophers ot the 
Havana; the Governor and Captain of 
War of the City of St. James of Cuba; the 
Governor and Captain-General of the City 
of St. John of Puerto Rigo; the Governor 
and Captain- General of the City of SJ. Au- 
guſtine, in the Province of Florida the Go- 
vernor of the City of Aſcen/ton of the Iſland 
of Marguerita; the Governor and Captain- 
General of the City of Cumana, Capital of 
New Andaluſia; the Viceroy, Governor and 
Captain-General of New Spain; a Preſident 
of the Royal Audience, who reſides in the 
City of Mexico; the Governor and Captain- 
General of the City of Merida, Capital of 
the Province of Nicatan; the Preſident and 

Governor of the Royal Audience and Chan- 
cellary, which refides in the City of Guada- 
laxara, Capital of the Kingdom of Gallicia ; 
the Governor and Captain. General of the 
City of Guadiana, Capital of the Kingdom 
of New Biſcay; the Governor, Captain-Ge- 

neral, and Preſident of the Chancellary, 
which reſides in the City of Santiago, of the 
Province of Guatimala; the Governor of 
the Province of Locnuſco, in the Streight of 
Guatimala, the Governor and Captain-Ge- 
neral of the City of Cornuaga, of the Pro- 
vince of Honduras; the Governor of the 
City of St. Fames of Lyon, Capital of the 
Province 


Potofi ; tiſe Governor of St, Philip of Aut- 
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Province of Nicaragua; the Governor and 
Captain-General of the City of Carthagena, 


Capital of the Province of Caſta Riga; the 
Governor, Captain- General, and Preſident 


of the Royal Chancellary, which reſides in 
the City of Manila, in the Phillippine Iſiands; 
the Governor and Lieutenants of the For- 
treſſes de Ternate, and Governor and General 
of the Militia of the ſame Country; the 


Viceroy, Governor, Captain- General, and 


Preſident of the Audit of the City of Lima; 
more, eight Counſellors, four Alcades, two 
Accuſators, a Protector of the Indies, four 


Reporters, three Porters, and a Chaplain, 


in the ſame City; a Governor of Chucuito, 
one of Zico, one of Ica, one of de los Collegos, 
one of Guamanca, one of Santiago de Miſa- 
flares de Zara, one of St. Marco, one of Are- 
quipa, one of Truxillo; a Viceroy of Caſtra; 
a Viceroy of Michely Puerto de Plata; a Ma- 
ſter of the Camp of the Streight of Puerto de 
Callao; the Preſident de la Plata hath un- 
der him Six Counſellors, an Accuſator, two 
Reporters, and two Porters; the Governor 
of the Province of Tucumanam ; the Gover- 
nor of the Province of St. Croix; the Go- 
vernor and Captain- General of the Province 
of de la Plata; the Governor of the Pro- 
vince of Paraguay; the Governor of the 
Citadel of the Imperial City de la Plata de 


rich, 
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rich, and of the Gold Mines; the Governor 
of the City of Paix; the chief Governor of 
the Mines of Pototz the Governor, Cap- 
tain-General, and Preſident of the City of 
St. Foy; the Governor and Captain-General 
of the Province of Caſtenega, has under him 
a Lieutenant, a Captain, and a Mareſchal 


de Camp; the Governor and Lieutenant of 


the Caſtle &. Matthias ; the Governor and 
Captain-General of the Province of St. Mar- 
tha; the Governor of the Citadel of St. Mar- 
tha; the Governor of the Province of An- 
toja ; the Governor of the Province of Po- 
payan; the Governor de los Muſos y Colinos; 
the Governor of the Province of Merida; 
the Governor of the City of Turja ; the Go- 


vernor of the City of Jona Emalbague, and 


the People of the burning Land; the Go- 
vernor of Quixos Zomoco Ecanela ; the Go- 
vernor of the City of Jane; the Governor 


of the City of Santiag de Guiaquil ; the Go- 


vernor of the City of Loja Zonorha, and of 
the Mines of Comura; the Preſident, Go- 


vernor, and Captain-General of the City 


of Panama; the Governor of Veragua has 
under him a Captain-General, a Lieutenant- 
General, a Captain of the Companies of 
the Infantry, and a Captain of the Artil- 


leryz the Governor and Captain of the 


Caſtle of St. Philip, in the City of Puerto 
Velo; the chief Governor of Puerto Velo; 


the Governor and Captain-General of the 


Province 
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Province of St. Martha of the River of 
Hacha, and the Governor of the Great Caxa- 
mara. | 

I do not here mention the Places of Ju- 
dicature, nor the Benefices, which are very nu- 
merous. But it muſt be obſerved, that all 
the Employments I have ſpoken of, are given 
either from three to three Years, or from 
five to five Years, that ſo one Man alone 
may not grow rich, whilſt there are ſo many 
others that ſtand in need to partake of the 
King's Kindneſs. WR LES 

In thoſe Places where there is no Viceroy, 


he that is Preſident, is alſo Governor; and 
when a Viceroy dies, the Preſident of the 


Viceroyalty, for the Time being, takes the 
Government upon him, till another Vice- 


roy is ſent from Spain. It is his Catholick 


Majeſty who gives thoſe great Poſts, and 
the moſt conſiderable Governments. The 
Viceroys fill up the leſſer, and theſe Viceroys 


make a ſhift very eaſily in five Years time 


to bring home two Millions of Crowns, all 
Charges paid. The Governors of the 
principal Places get, in the ſame Compaſs 
of time, about five or ſix hundred thou- 


ſand Crowns. None go thither, but what 


grow rich; and this is ſo certain, that 
even the Friars, which are ſent thither to 
preach the Faith, and convert the Indians, 
make ſuch a profitable Miſſion, that they 
bring home, every one of them, thirty or 
r E forty 
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forty thouſand Crowns. The King diſpoſes 
of divers Penſions paid by the Villages of 
the Indies; and from theſe they draw from 
two to fix thouſand Crowns per Anmm, | 
And this is another way the Ning has to gra. 
tify his Subjects. | 
The Philippine Iflands, which lie near 

the Kingdom of China, depend upon the | 
| King of Spain. The Trade there is in Silk. |. 
Theſe Places coſt him more to keep, than 
they bring him in. 

The Caſtilians had their Reaſons why 
they would not let any ſort of Mannfattures 
be 1 up in the Indies, nor any Stuffs made 
there, nor any of thoſe things elſe which are 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary. This Policy cauſes 
every thing to go from Europe, and makes 
the Indians, who paſſionately love all the 
Commodities and Ornaments which come 
from thence, freely to ſacrifice their Silver 
to their Satisfaction. By this means they 
are put out of Capacity to grow rich, be- 
cauſe they are forced, at very dear Rates, 0 
to buy the leaſt Trille they want, and with | 
which they amuſe them. 

The PFhta conſiſts of divers Veſſels 
Toaden with rich Metchandizes, which are 
ſent to the Indies; and there are other great 
Ships of War, which are called Giles, 
which the King ſends to convoy them. 
Theſe Men of War ought not to carry | 
any Merchants Goods; but the wag of | 
ain 
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Gain tempts them againſt the expreſs Pro- 
hibition of the King; and ſometimes th 
are ſo full laden, that if they ſhould hap- 
pen to be attacked, they could not defend 
themſelves. When theſe Veſſels are ready 
to ſail, the Diſpatches, which the Merchants 
obtain from the Council of the Indies at Ma- 
drid for Leave to ſend them, coſt, for each of 
them, from three to ſix thouſand Crowns, 
according to the bigneſs of the Veſſel. 
It is eaſy to imagine, that ſince they give 
ſo much, they are ſure of gaining a great 
deal more. e 
The Galeons go no further than Porio 
Velo, whither they bring all the Silver of 
Peru. The Flota leaves them at this Place, 
and continues its Voyage to New Spain. 


The Galeons ſail from Sanlucar to Car- 


thagena in ſix Weeks, or two Months at 
moſt ; they tarry there a little while, and 
in five or ſix Days they come back to 
Porto Velo. It is a Town fituated on the 


Coaſt of America, The Air there 1s very 


unwholeſome, and the Weather exceſſively 
hot. On the other fide of the Vhmus, ſome 
ten Leagues diſtance only, is the City of Pa- 
nama; whither is brought from Peru a vaſt 
Quantity of Silver in Bars or Wedges, and 
divers Merchandizes, which are conveyed 
by Land- Carriage to Porio Velo, where the 
Galeons fre, and where there! is kept one 


of the greateſt Fairs in the World; for in 
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leſs than forty or fifty Days there is ſold 
of all forts of European Goods to the Va- 
lue at leaſt of twenty Millions of Crowns 
ready Money. After the Fair is done, the 
Galeons return to Carthagena; at which 


Place there's a conſiderable Trade for the 


Indian Goods, and thoſe of the Kingdom of 
St. Foy, as well as for thoſe from Morigenta. 
After this they go to the Havana, to take 
in neceſſary Proviſions for this Voyage, and 


from thence they are commonly two Months 


in ſailing to Cadiz. But as to the Flota, it 
ſtops at Porto Rico to refreſh, and arrives 
at Vera Cruz in five Weeks. There they 
unload their Merchandizes, which are after- 
wards carry'd by Land fourſcore Leagues 
beyond, to the great City of Mexico; the 
Sale of them is quickly over, and the Flota 
parts afterwards to go to the Havana. But 


this muſt be paſſed only in the Month of 


April or September, becauſe of the North 
Winds. The Galeons are commonly nine 


Months in their Voyage to Peru, and the 


HFota is thirteen or fourteen Months. Some 
particular Perſons go thither alſo at their 
own Charge, after they have regiſtred them- 
ſelves at the Contratattion at Seville. Theſe 
go to the Coaſts of St. Domingo, Honduras, 

C aracas, and Buenos Ayres. 
The Money, which comes directly to the 
King from the Indies, muſt be brought in 
one 
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one Galeon. This Silver is deliver'd to one 


of the Maſters of the Mint, who pays to the 


King, every Voyage he makes, ſix thouſand 


Crowns; and he keeps One per Cent. of all 


the Silver that goes thro' his Hands, which 
arifes high. As to the Silver which belongs 


fo particular Perſons, that is brought in 


what Veſſels they will chuſe; and it is the 


Captain that is reſponſible for it. 
There is a certain Duty which 1s called 


 Avarie, and it is taken for all Goods regi- 


ſter'd, and for all the Silver which is brought 
from the Indies; this Duty is ſo conſidera- 
ble, that it ſuffices to fit out the Galeons 
and the Flola for their Voyage, altho' the 
Charge amounts to nine Millions of Crowns; 


but that of the Flola is not ſo great. 


He that the King chuſes to be General of 
the Galeons, advances to him fourſcore or a 
hundred thouſand Crowns, which is repaid 
him in the Indies, wich great Intereſt. Every 


other Captain does alſo advance Money to 


the King, proportionably to the Bigneſs of 
the Veſſel they command. There goes 
moreover with the Galeons a Pataca, which 
leaves them in the Gulf de las Zeguas ; ſhe 
goes to the Iſles of Marguerita, to fiſh for 


Pearls, of which they pay to the King a fiſth © 


Part; that is, of all the Pearl they take 
and afterwards ſhe comes to Carthagena.. 


2 Within 
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Within thefe few Years there are diſco- 
ver'd, Seventy Leagues from Lima, ſome 
Mines, which yield a vaſt Revenue. Thoſe 
of Peru, and all the others in the Weſt- Indies, 
pay the King the fifth Part, as well of the 
Gold as the Silver and Emeralds, There is at 
Potoſi greater Plenty of Mines than any 
where elſe, the Silver they get there is 
brought to Port de Ariga, and from thence 
it is ſent to Callao; it is one of the Ports of 
| Lima, whither the Galeons come to fetch 
it. The Kingdom of Peru yields every Year 
in Gold and Silver to the Value of Eleven 
Millions of Crowns. From New Spain are 
brought five Millions of Crowns, beſides 
Merchandizes, which are commonly Eme- 
ralds, Gold, Silver, Cochineel, Tobacco, 

Wool of Vivogne, Campechy Wood ; : and 
Hides. 

It was a long while before they would 
ſuffer in New Spain any Workmen that 
wrought in Silk or Wool; there are ſome 
now, and this may do ſome Hurt to the 
Trade of Stuffs, which are ſent from Eu- 
rope. They are not allow'd to plant there 
any Olive-T rees, or Vines, that fo the Oil 
and Wine, which is carry'd thither, may 
ſell the better. The King has the Power 
in the Indies, as well as in Spain, to fell 
the Bull of the Cru/ado, which is a Licenſe 

to 
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the Benefit of Indulgences. 

The Indian Idolaters are not ſubject to 
the Inquiſition in the Indies, that is eſtabliſh'd 
only againſt Hereticks and Fews. No Stran- 
gers are ſuffer'd to go to the Indies; but if 
at any time ſome happen to go, there muſt 
be a ſpecial Permiſſion obtain'd, which is 
very rarely granted. 

How is it poſſible for me, continu'd Don 
Auguſtine, to expreſs to you the Beautifulneſs 


Palaces, the publick Places, the Riches, 
the Profuſion, the Magnificence, and the 
Pleaſures ! A City that is ſo happily ſitua- 
ted, that in all Seaſons it enjoys a continual 
Spring; and where the Heats are not at all 
exceſſive, where they feel not the Severity 
of Winter. The Country is no leſs charm- 
ing, the Flowers and Fruits at all times 
equally loading the Trees. There you ga- 
ther more than one Crop ina Year. The 
Lakes and Ponds are full of Fiſh. The 
Grounds are well ſtock'd with Cattle. The 
Foreſts and Woods afford excellent Fowl, 
and wild Beaſts, The Earth ſeems to open 


ſhe incloſes. There Mines or Rocks of 
precious Stones are diſcover'd, and Pearls 
are there taken. Oh!] faid I, let us all go 
dwell in“ that Country. This Deſcription 
charms; but as it is a long Voyage, it may 
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be convenient, if you pleaſe, Madam, ſaid 
I, to Donna Thereſa, ſmiling, to get our 
Supper before we go. I immediately took 


her by the Hand, and we came into a Par- 


Jour, where I had provided the beſt Muſi- 


cians, which are bad enough, and which in 


my Opinion have nothing to recommend 


them but their Dearneſs. My Cook made 


us ſome Ragouſts after the French Way, 
which Donna Thereſa found ſo excellent, that 
ſhe deſired I would let her have the Receipt 
how to do them. Don Auguſtine intreated 
me allo to let him have ſome of my Larding- 
Pins, for which really one may look all over 
Spain and not find ſo much as one. We tar- 
ry'd very late together, for in this Seaſon 
they fit up till four or five a-Clock in the 
Morning, becauſe of the Heats, and that 
the beſt time is in the Night. ! 


There are certain Days in the Year that 


every Body goes out to take the Air upon 
the Bridges which croſs the River Manja- 
Harez ; but at preſent all Coaches are laid 
up. The Gravel, and ſome little Brooks, 
help to make it very cool and pleaſant. 
The Horſes endure a great deal in theſe 
Walks, for nothing can be more prejudi- 
cial to their Feet than the Flints, upon 


Places of this River they make a Stand, 
and there remain till Two or Three 
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which they continually tread. In certain 
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a-Clock in the Morning ; there are very 
often a thouſand Coaches. Some particular 
People bring Victuals to eat there, and 
others ſing and play upon ſeveral. Inſtru- 
ments; all this is very pleaſant in a fine 
Night. There are ſome Perſons who waſh 
or bathe themſelves, but indeed it 1s after: 


an ugly manner; the Daniſh Ambaſſador's 


Lady did it lately; her People go a little 
before her, and dig a a great. Hole in the 
Gravel, which preſently fills it ſelf with 
Water, into which the Lady comes and 
thruſts herſelf ; you may imagine how plea- 
ſant ſuch a Bath 1s, and yet this 1s the only 
way that can be made uſe of in this River. 


You will not be ſorry perhaps to know, 
that in making out ones Nobility here, it 
muſt be prov*d that one is deſcended bath 


by Father and Mother from vijos Chriſtianos,, 


that is, from ancient Chriſtians. The Ble- 


miſh which they ought to fear is, their be- 


ing allied to any Jeu or Mooriſh Family. 


As the People of Biſcay and Navarre were 
defended from the Invaſion of the Barbari- 
ans by the Height and Ruggedneſs of their 
Mountains, ſo they eſteem themſelves all 
Cavallero*'s, even to the meaneſt Water- 


bearer; for in Spain the Children ſometimes 


take their, Mother's Name, if ſhe is of a bet- 
ten F amiſy than the Father. It i is certain 
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that there are few Families entire, and whoſe 
Name and Nobility have not been carry'd by 


an only Daughter, and mix'd with another 
Family; that of Velaſco is not of this Num- 


ber, for they reckon up Ten Conneſtables of 


Caſtille ſucceſſively from Father to Son. 
Here is one thing very ſingular, and that 
which is not allow'd of in any other Coun- 
try 3 and that is, that Foundlings, or Chil- 
dren found by chance, are reckon'd Noble, 


and bear the Title of Hidalgos, and enjoy 


all the Privileges annex*d to the Nobility 3 
but to this end 2 muſt prove that they 
were Foundlings, and were maintain'd and 
bred in the Hoſpital where ſuch Children are 
kept. 
There are in Spain ſome great Families 


which hold almoſt all their Eſtates by the 


Title of Mayorargo 3 and when it happens 
that all of the Name are dead, and that the 
next a-kin is a Male, tho? he be a natural 


Son yet he fhall inherit; and for want of 


fuch, the eldeſt Domeſtick ſhall take the 
Name and the Arms of his Maſter, and in- 
herit his Eſtate ; and this is one Reaſon why 


the younger Brothers of other Houſes, as 


noble and illuſtrious, do not ſcorn to be Ser- 
vants do theſe; and their Hopes are pretty 
well grounded, for it often happens that 
Families are extinct, becauſe the Spaniſh 
Women have fewer Children than the Wo- 
men of other Countries. 
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There lately happen'd a very great Miſ- 
fortune to a young Woman of Quality call'd 
Donna Clara; ſhe could not preſerve her 


Heart againſt the Charms of Count de Ca- 
firillo, a Man of the Court, very witty and 
handſome. - The Cavallero had the Secret to 
pleaſe her without deſigning it; he was ig- 


norant of the Inclinations ſhe had for him, 
and ſo did not improve his Happineſs. And 


altho' the Father of this amiable Creature 


was abſent, yet ſhe did not enjoy the more 
Liberty ; becauſe her Brother, whoſe Name 


was Don Henriques, to whoſe Care her Fa- 


ther had recommended her, continually 
watch*d over her Actions and Behaviour. 


She durſt not ſpeak to him ſhe lov'd, and 


this was a double Martyrdom ; nor to be 
able to make her Complaints, and to divide 


her Grief with him that caus'd it. But at 


laſt ſhe reſolv'd to write to him, and to find 
out ſome way that the Letter ſhould come 
to his Hands; but as this was a Buſineſs of 


the higheſt Conſequence to her, ſo ſhe was 


at a ſtand about the Choice of a Confident. 
And here ſhe ſtopt for ſome time, till at laſh 
ſhe bethought herſelf of a Friend of hers, 


who had always teſtify'd abundance of 


Kindneſs to her; and ſo, without further 
Conſideration, ſhe writ a very moving, Let- 
ter to the Count de Caſtrillo, and was going 


to her Fxiend to intreat him to get it dehi-. 


ver'd to this Cavallero, when ſhe aw him 
paſs 
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paſs cloſe by her Chair. This Sight of him 


increas'd her Deſires to let him know her 
Mind ; and immediately, taking this Op- 


portunity for herſelf, threw the Letter ſhe 


had m her Hand at him, at the fame time 


feigning, that it was a Letter which he had 


given to her as he went by. Know, my Lord, 
fays ſhe aloud, with an angry Look, hat 


21 15 5 Difen you ought to addreſs yourſelf upon 


fe h a Deſign as yours. Here, take the Letter, 


ch 1 will not ſo much as open. The Count 


had too much Wit not to apprehend pre- 


ſently the favourable Intention of this fair 
one. You need not complain, Madam, fays 
he to her, that I have not made uſe of your 


Advice. He quickly withdrew to read a 


Letter which muſt needs give him abun- 
dance of Pleaſure. By this means he was 
inform'd of Donna Clara's Intentions, and 
what he muſt do to fee her. He omitted 
nothing; he became deſperately in love; 
and thought himſelf, as he had reafon, one 
of the happieſt Cavallero's of Spain. They 
impatiently expected the Return of her Fa- 
ther, that they might propoſe the Marriage 
to him, which in all likelihood muſt have 
been very aeceptabir to him. 


But note ichſtanding all the Früh 


That theſe young Lovers took, both certain- 


ly to fix and continue a Converſation; which 
was the Joy of their Life; yet the ſuſpici- 
| OUS: 


r » * 593 7 * * 
ee 2 * c 8 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. rog 
ous and watchful Henriques diſcover'd their 
Intrigue. He believ'd her criminal; and 
in the Exceſs of his Rage, without ſignify- 
ing or making the leaft ſhew, he one Night 
went into the Chamber of the unfortunate 
Donna Clara, and as ſhe was 1n a deep Sleep 
he ſtrangled her in the moſt barbarous man- 
ner imaginable. 

Nevertheleſs, tho? it was den that he 
was the Author of ſo wicked an Action, yet 
he was not proſecuted, for he had too much 


Credit and Intereſt; and beſides, this poor 


Gentlewoman had no Kindred but what 
were his, and they were unwilling to increaſe 


the Misfortunes of their Family, which 


were already but too great. 

After this wicked Fact, Henriques ice 
a great Fit of Devotion; he appear'd no 
more in publick, and had Maſs ſaid at his 
Houſe, and ſaw very few People; for he was, 
very apprehenſive that Count Caſtrillo (who 
had not diſſembled his Grief, but had let it, 
viſibly appear) would at laſt be reveng'd: 
for his Miſtrefs; for indeed he moſt care- 
fully fought all Opportunities. At length, 
after having attempred all imaginable ways, 
he found out one which ſucceeded. 
He diſguis'd hunſelf like an Aguador, that 
is, a Water-Bearer; theſe ſort of People 
load an Aſs with ſeveral great Pitchers, and 
fo carry chem about the City; they wear 
thick, coarſe Cloth; their Legs are — 
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and their Shoes are either cut or ſlaſh'd, or 
_ elſe they have Soals made faſt with Strings. 
Our Lover thus diſguis'd waited all Day 
long, leaning upon the ſide of a Spring-Well, 


whoſe Waters he increas*d by his Tears; 


for this Well was juſt againſt the Houſe 
where he had ſo often ſeen his dear and fair 
Clara; and there it was alſo where the in- 
human Henriques dwelt. As the Count kept 
his Eyes continually upon this Houſe, he 
perceiv*d one of the Cafements half open, 
and at the fame time his Enemy to draw 
near it; he had a Looking- Glafs in his 


Hand, in which he was looking himſelf ;. 


immediately the cunning Agyador threw 
fome Cherry-ſtones at hi in ã jeſting way, 
and ſome of them having hit his Face, Don 


Henriques affronted at the Infolence of a 


Man, which appear'd to him to be only a 
poor Aꝝmuador, and tranſported with the firſt 


Motions of his Anger, came down alone to 


chaſtiſe him; but he was hardly in the 
Street when the Count diſcover'd himſelf, 
and drawing his Sword, which for his Pur- 
Poſe he kept hid, cry*d out, Traitor that 
thou art, think of defending thy Life. The 
Surprize and the Fright had fo amaz*d Don 
Henrigues, that he was only able to aſk 
Quarter; but he could not obtain it from 
this enrag*d Lover, who came to revenge 
the Death of his Miſtreſs upon him that had 
fo cruelly murder*d her. This Count would 


have 
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have found it very hard to have eſcap'd up- 
on his doing ſuch an Action juſt at the Door 
of a Man of Note, and that had abundance 
of Servants ; but in that very Moment that 
all Don Henrique*s People were ſally ing out 
upon the Count, happily for him, the Duke 
d NZeda came by with three of his Friends 
they immediately came out of their Coach, 
and reſcu*d him fo ſeaſonably, that he made 
his Eſcape, and we do not yet hear where 
he is; I am concern'd for him, becauſe 1 
know him, and that he is a very honeſt 
Man. ES, 
It is very common in this Country to aſ- 

faſſi nate one for ſeveral Cauſes, and Cuſtom 
even authorizes the Fact for every angry 
Difference; for Example, if one gives ano- 
ther a Box on the Far, or ſtrikes him on the 
Face with his Hat, his Handkerchief, or 
his Glove, or has wrong'd him, in calling 

him Druntard, or lets drop any Words that 
reflect on the Virtue of his Wife; theſe 
things, I ſay, muſt be no other wife reveng'd 
than by Aſſaſſination. But they give this 
Reaſon, that after ſuch Affronts it would 
not be juſt for a Man to venture his Life in 
fingle Combat upon equal Terms, where 
the Offended might periſh by the Hand of 
the Aggreſſor. They*ll keep a Revenge twen- 
ty Years together, if they cannot ſooner 
meet with a fit Occaſion to execute it; and 
if they happen to di before they a gor 
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Satisfaction, they leave their Children Inhe- 
ritors of their Reſentments as well as of their 
Eſtates; and the beſt way for a Man that 
hath given an Affront to another, is for ever 


to forſake his Country. I was lately told of 
a conſiderable Man, that after he had liv'd 


twenty Years in the Indies, to avoid an ill 
Turn from another to whom he had given 
ſome Offence; and having underſtood that 


not only he, but his Son was dead, believ'd 


himſelf ſecure; he returns to Madrid, after 
he had taken care to change his Name, that 
he might not be known. But all this was 
not able to ſave him from the Grandſon of 
him that thought himſelf abus'd; tho? he 


was but twelve Years old, he caus'd this 
Perſon to be murder'd quickly after his 


Return. 
The Men that commit theſe horrid 
Actions are commonly hir'd from Valentia; 
it is a City in Spain, whoſe People are wic- 
ked to Exceſs ; there is not any Crime 
which they will not deliberately commit for 
Money; they wear Sliletto's, and Fire-Arms. 
which go off without any Noiſe ; there are 
two ſorts of theſe $/1le7to's, one about the 
length of a ſhort Poniard, but not thicker 
than a thick Needle, and made of an excel- 
lent Steel, ſquare, and fharp edg'd. This 
Inſtrument wounds mortally, for entring 
very deep, and making no bigger an Orifice 
than a Needle, no Blood comes out; nay, 
hardly 
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hardly can one perceive the place where it 
enter*d, and ſo being impoſſible to dreſs it, 
they almoſt conſtantly die. The other ſort 
is longer, and no thicker than the little Fin- 
ger, but ſo hard and ſtrong, that I have 
ſeen one of them at one Blow ſtruck thro? 


a thick Walnut-tree Table. Theſe ſort of 


Arms are forbidden to be carry'd in Spain, 


as Bayonets are in France; neither is it law- 


ful to carry thoſe Pocket Piſtols which fire 
without Noiſe; but yet notwithſtanding the 
Prohibition ſeveral Perſons make uſe of 
them. 

TI have been told, that a Perſon of Qua- 
lity thinking he had a Juſt Cauſe to deſtroy 


one of his Enemies, went to a Bandolero of 


Valentia, and gave him a Sum of Money to 


murder him. But afterwards he was recon- 


cil'd to his Enemy; and being willing to 
uſe a good Conſcience, he made it his firſt 
Buſineſs to acquaint the Bandolero with what 
had paſs'd, that ſo he might have a care not 
* _ to kill this Man. The Bardolers ſeeing his 
| mas needleſs, offer*d to return the Mo- 
y 3 but he that gave it intreated him to 
5 40 it. Well, ſays he, 1 am a Man of Ho- 
nour, 1 ſhall keep your Money, and I will kill 
your Man, The other earneitly begg'd him 
to do nothing, ſeeing they were now Friends. 
Look you, ſays he to him, all that ] can do 
is to give lu your Choice, whether it ſhall be 
you or him; for to gain your Money bene 
[ere 
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there is a neceſſity I muſt kill one of you. And 
notwithſtanding all the Intreaties of this 


Perſon he perſiſted in his Deſign, and exe- 


cuted it. Ir had been an eaſy Matter to 
have ſeiz'd him, but there was too much 
Danger in it; for thoſe Bandolero's are fo 
numerous and united, that if any of them 
ſhould be executed, the Death of him is 
certainly and quickly reveng'd. Theſe 


Wretches are never without a Liſt of the 
wicked Actions they have committed, and 


count it an Honour to them; and when 


any one would ſet them at work, they ſhew 


that, and aſk, whether they deſire them 
quickly diſpatch'd, or to give them a lan- 
guifhing Wound, Theſe are the moſt per- 
nicious People in the Univerſe. Indeed, if 
J ſhould tell you all the tragical Stories 
which 1 hear every Day, you would grant 
that this Country is the very Theatre of the 
moſt horrid Scenes in the World. Love fre- 
2 furniſhes the Matter, either for its 

atisfaction or Revenge. There is nothing 
that a Spaniard will not undertake, nor no- 
thing that is above either his Courage or 
Compaſſion. | 


It is ſaid that Fealouſ is their prevailing 


Paſſion, yet they do not pretend it ſo much 


out of Love, as Reſentment and Pride, for 
they cannot bear to ſee another preferr*d 


before them; and every thing which con- 
tributes to affront them, makes them deſpe- 


rate. 
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rate. Let theſe things be how they will, 


one thing is certainly true, that it is a moſt 


furious and barbarous Nation in this Affair. 


The Women keep not Company with Men, 
but yet they very well underſtand how to 
write, and appoint Meetings, when they 


have a mind, notwithſtanding the Danger 


is great both for themſelves, the Lover, and 
the Meſſenger ; but in ſpite of all that, by 
their Wit and their Money they make a 
ſhift to deceive the moſt cunning Argus. 

It is unaccountable that Men, who put 
every thing in practice to ſatisfy their re- 
vengeful Minds, and who are guilty of ſuch 
abominable Actions, ſhould be even ſcru- 
pulouſly religious at the fame time they are 
going to ſtab their Enemy; and that they 
may not fail in their Enterprize, they muſt, 


forſooth, perform their nine Days Task of 


Devotion for the Souls in Purgatory, and re- 
commend themſelves to the Retlicks they 
carry about them, which they often kiſs. 


I would not be thought to fix this Character 


upon the whole Nation; it may be affirm'd 
that here are as good People as in any Part 
of the World, and that they are endu'd with 
a mighty Greatneſs of Mind. I'll give you 
ſome Inſtances of this laſt, which perhaps 
you may look upon as Follies, for every 
thing has kwo Handles. 

The 
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The Conneſtable de Caſtille is for certain 
one of the richeſt Lords of the Caurt in 


Lands, but as he has the ſame Fault as 


others like himfelf, which 1s to be careleſs 


in looking after his Intereſt, ſo he is ill fur- 
niſh'd with Money. The Penſions which 
the King allows him, as he is Doyen or Chief 
of the Council of State, Conneſtable of Caſtille, 
and Grand Falconer, are ſo conſiderable as 


to ſupply all his Wants; but he is fo haugh- 
ty that he will not receive any thing upon 


that account ; he gives theſe Reaſons, That 


when a Subjeft has Eſtate enough to live upon, 


he ought nat to be chargeable to his Prince, but 
ought to ſerve him, and eſteem himſelf happy; 
that to be paid for what he does, is mercenary 


and fraviſo. 


The Duke de Arcas, alias 4 Avero, bath 
likewiſe another obſtinate Humour ; he pre- 
tends that the King of Portugal has uſurp'd 
the Crown from his Family, and therefore 


when he ſpeaks of him, he never calls him 


any thing but Duke de Bragance, In the 
mean while this Man has Forty thouſand 
Crowns a Year in Poriugal, of which he does 
not enjoy a Farthing, becauſe he will not 


ſubmit to kiſs the King's Hand, nor to do 


him Homage. 


The 
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The King of Portugal hath ſent him 
word, that he will diſpenſe with his coming 


himſelf, provided he will ſend in his ſtead 


one of his Sons, either the eldeſt or young- 


eſt, which he will, and that he will then let 


him receive his Rents; and moreover, will 
pay him all the Arrears, which amount to 
an immenſe Sum. The Duke de Avero will 


not ſo much as hear it mention'd ; he ſays, 
that ſeeing he has loſt the Crown, it would 


be a Shame for Forty thouſand Crowns a 
Year to ſubmit to the Uſurper ; that the 
greater Evil takes away the Senſe of the 
leſſer; that the Glory the King would re- 


ceive from his Homage, would exceed the 


Profit he gets from his Revenue ; and that 
he would have cauſe to reproach him, for 


having done an Honour to him which was 


not his Due. 

The laſt I reſerve for you, is the Prizes 
Deſtilano; he hath Places and Commiſſions 
to diſpoſe of at the Contratadtion in Seville to 


the Value of Fourſcore thouſand Livres a 


Year; he had rather loſe them than ſo much 
as ſet his Hand to the neceſſary Diſpatches, 
ſaying, it is not agreeable to the Generoſity 


of ſuch a Cavallero as he 1s to trouble himſelf 


to ſign his Name for ſo ſmall a Matter ; for 
you muſt know, that theſe Fourfcore thou- 
ſand Livres are not in one Article, it ma 


there are above thirty; and when his Secre- 
tary preſents to him a Diſpatch or Grant of 


a Place 
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a Place worth four or five thouſand Livres, 
he will refuſe to ſign it; and alledges his 
Quality, always ſaying, Eſto es una Mineria, 
that is, it is but a Trifle. The King how- 
ever is not ſo nice in the Matter, for he fills 
up the Places for him, and receives the Pro- 
fit to himſelf. 

You'll ſay now that the Spaniards are 
Fools with this their fantaſtick Grandeur, 
and perhaps you are in the right; but for 
my part, I think I know them pretty well, 
I am not of that Opinion; yet nevertheleſs 
Pl own, that whatever difference can be 
found in comparing the Spaniards and 
French, it muſt be to our Advantage; bur 
it does not ſeem fit for me to meddle in de- 
termining the Matter, for my Intereſt is 
too much concern'd to let me judge impar- 
tially; but yet I am perſuaded that there 
are very few rational Perſons who would 
not make the ſame Judgment. 

There are fewer Strangers that come to 
Madrid than to any City in the World, and 


they have reaſon; for unleſs they have ſane 


Body to procure them ſome Lodging in 

ſome private Houſe, they*ll run the 2 
of being very ill lodg'd; and the Spaniards 
are not very ready to offer their Houſes to 
any Body, becauſe of their Wives, of whom 
they are extreme jealous. I do not know 
that in all this City there are any more than 
eo inns, ance at one of them they _ 
| aſter 


WW 


are few Peffons in this Country, either of 


We Lady's Travels into Spain. 19 


after the French Mode; and when theſe are 
full (which they are very quickly, being 
very little) one knows not what to do. Add 


to this, that there is no Conveniency for 


paſſing to and fro in the Town; hackney 


or hired Coaches are ſcarce enough, but 
one may have as many Chairs as one will 


yet it is ſeldom that Men are carry'd in 


them, unleſs they are very old or infirm. 


But after all, why ſhould Strangers come 


to Madrid? That which is fineſt, and the 
moſt amiable, is always hid; I mean, the 
Women; there is no converſing with them. 
Thoſe Women that may be ſeen, are ſuch 
dangerous Creatures for a Man's Health, 


that it muſt be a great Curioſity indeed that 
a Man can reſolve to ſatisfy at ſo much 


Riſque; yet in ſpite of all this, the only 


Pleaſure and the ſole Enjoyment of the Spa- 


niards is to contract ſome League; even 
Youths of Quality that are rich begin at 
the Age of Twelve or Thirteen Years to 
entertain a Concubine Miſtreſs, which th 
call Amancebade, for whom they neglec 
their Studies, and make away with what- 
ever they can catch up in their Father's 
Houſe ; but it is not long before thoſe Crea- 
eyes give them cauſe to repent of their 

olly. i 
es But that which is terrible, is, that th 
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one or the other Sex, and even of thoſe 
whoſe Quality diſtinguiſhes them, that are 
free from that curſed Diſeaſe 3 their Chil- 
dren either bring it into the World with 
them from their Mother's Womb, or ſuck 
it from the Nurſe. A Virgin may juſtly be 
ſuſpected to have it, and they are hardly 


perſuaded to be cur'd of it, they are ſo cer- 


rain of falling again into the ſame Condi- 
tion. But doubtleſs this Diſeaſe is not ſo 
dangerous in Spain as in other Countries, 
for they ſtill preſerve their Hair very fine, 
and their Teeth very good. At Court, and 
amongſt the Women of the higheſt Quality, 

they diſcourſe of it as they do of a Fever, or 
the Megrim; and they all bear the Diſtem- 


per patiently, without ſo much as troubling 


themſelves one Minute about it. As they 
know not but that the moſt virtuous Wo- 
men and the youngeſt Child may have it, 
ſo they never let blood in the Arm, but al- 


ways in the Foot; they will let a Child of 
three Weeks old blood in the Foot; and 


this is ſo conſtant a Cuſtom amongſt them, 
that unleſs it be ſome very able Surgeon, 
they know not how to let blood in the Arm. 
1 was indiſpos'd, and was forc'd to make 
.uſe of the French Ambaſſador's Valet de 
Cbambre to let me blood | in the Arm. By 
all chat I have told you, it is eaſy to judge, 
hat this is the Nuptial Preſent which a 

Spaniard 
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a Spaniard makes to his Wife; and that 


though they marry, they do not quit theit 


Miſtreſſes, be they never ſo dangerous. 
Every time theſe Miſtreſſes are let Blood, 


their Gallants are obliged to give them a 


compleat new Suit of Apparel. And yet 
you mult obſerve, they wear ten or twelve 


Petticoats at a time; ſo that this caufes 


no ordinary Expence. The Marquis de 
Liche underſtanding that his Miſtreſs was 
juſt let Blood, and ſo could not tarry till 
the Taylor made her a Suit which he in- 
tended for her, he ſent her one that was juſt 


brought home for the Marchioneſs his Lady, 


who is extream beautiful. It is a common 
Saying with him, That to be the happieſt Man, 


He would only wiſh a Miſtreſs as handſome as his 


Mife. 
The great Lords, who return very rich 
from their Governments (whither for the 


moſt part they go poor enough, and 


where they pillage and extort all they can, 
becauſe they are but for five Years time) 
do not lay out their Money, when they 
come home, in the Purchaſe of Lands; 
they keep it in their Cheſts, and as long as 


it laſts, they live at a great rate; for they 


think it is below them to improve their 
Money. Following this Method, it would 
be very hard for the greateſt Treaſure not 
to be quickly exhauſted. But the future 
diſturbs them but little; for every one of 
VoI. II. F them 
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them hopes either for ſome Viceroyaliy, or 
ſome other Poſt, which will effectually re- 
pair all their ill Huſbandry, and reſtore 
them to a good Condition. And it muſt 


pable both to ſatisfy the Ambition of his 
Subjects, and to reward their Services. And 


Places of divers Sovereign Princes, who 
were the moſt eminent Men of the Age. 
The Difference is very remarkable be- 
tween thoſe Sovereigns heretofore, and the 
Spaniards at preſent. It is leſs on account 
of their Birth, than their Merit; - for the 
Families of the great Lords are very Illu- 
ſtrious. There are many of them that are 
deſcended from the Kings of Caſtille, Na- 


varre, Arragon, and Portugal; but yet this 


does not hinder ſeveral of them (for J 
make an Exception) from contradicting 


the Virtue of their Anceſtors. But then 


let us ſee how theſe are educated. They do 
not ſtudy, neither have they any able Ma- 


fters. As ſoon as they are defigned for the 
Sword, no further Care is taken to teach | 


them either Latin or Hiſtory, But one 
would think they ſhould at leaft be taughr 
what belongs to their Art, ſuch as the Ma- 
thematicks, to Fence, aud Ride: the Horſe; 
but they do not ſo much as think of theſe 
Matters. Here are no Academies, nor Ma- 
ſters to teach ſuch things: The young Men 
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paſs that time, which they ſhould employ 
tor their Inſtruction, in a wretched Lazi- 
neſs, either in walking about, or courting 
ſome Lady; and yet in ſpight of all this, 
they are perſwaded, that there are not any 
People in the World, who deſerve publick 
Admiration more than they do, They be- 
lieve Madrid to be the very Center of all 


Glory and Happineſs, of all Arts and 


Sciences, and of all Delights and Pleaſure. 
In dying, they only wiſh their Children the 
Enjoyment of Paradiſe; and afterwards that 


of Madrid. By this means you ſee they ex- 
alt this City above Paradiſe; with ſo much 


Satisfaction do they live in it. And it is 
this which hinders them from viſiting other 
Courts, and there acquiring that Politeneſs 


which they have not amongſt themſelves, 


and to which they are perfect Strangers, 
And it is this alſo, which makes them fo 
eager to return home to Madrid. Let them 


be where they will, whether they be ſent 


by the King, or let them be there in what 
Rank or Station they will; let them be ne- 
ver ſo much honoured, and heap up never 
ſo much Wealth; yet the Love ro their 
Country, and the Prepoſſeſſion for that, 
hath ſuch a Power over them, as to make 
them renounce every thing ; and they had 


rather chuſe to lead a mean poor Life, (fo 
it be not obſerved) without any Train, 


. Grandeur, 
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Grandeur, or Diſtinction, provided it be 
but at Madrid, 
It is very ſeldom that a Father lets his 
Son travel abroad, but keeps him at home, 
and ſuffers him to take up what Cuſtoms he 
pleaſes. You may eaſily believe, that ge- 
nerally theſe are none of the beſt ; 
there's a certain Age, when Youth aims ” 
nothing elſe, but to gratify their Appetite, 
and enjoy Pleaſures. One entices and 
draws another, and that which ought to be 
ſeverely reproved, is authorized by the 
Example of thoſe on whom they depend. 
Add to this, that they make them marry 
as one may ſay, as ſoon as they are out of 
the Cradle. At the Age of fixteen, or ſe- 
venteen Years, they turn into the World a 
young Man with a Wife that is but a Child; 
and this at once makes him leſs capable to 
know his Duty, and puts him upon being 
more debauched, becauſe he is his own 
Maſter, under no Controul. By this means 
he paſſes his Life in a Chimney-corner, like 
a Man in his decrepid old Age; and be- 
cauſe this gentle Sluggard is of an illu- 
ſtrious Family, he muſt be choſen to govern 
a- People, that mult ſuffer through his Ig- 
norance. But that which is yet worſe, is, 
that ſuch a Man, taking himſelf for ſome 
great and knowing Perſon, acts only by his 
own Head, without conſulting or :dviſng 
wm any body, and ſo does every thing 
aukwardly 
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aukwardly and abſurdly. The Wife, it may 
be, is not better ſtored with Witand Parts: 
Her mighty Greatneſs, in which ſhe prides 
herſelf, is the only thing that can make her 


be regarded. And thus Perſons of the 


higheſt Capacity muſt be ſubject to two 


Animals, which are made their Superiors. 


But on the other hand, let us be juſt, and 
render to Cz/ar his due. It muſt be own- 
ed, that when Heaven hath been ſo kind to 
a Spaniard, as to give him a good Educa- 
tion, and let him travel and ſee the World, 
he makes a better Improvement than any 


body. Nature has been kinder to them 


than they are to themſelves; they are born 
with more Wit than others; they have a 
great Quickneſs of Mind, joined with 
great Solidity; they ſpeak and deliver their 


Words with Eaſe; they have a great Me- 


mory; their Style is neat and conciſe; 
and they are quick of Apprehenſion. It is 
eaſy to teach them whatever they have a 
mind to: They are perfect Maſters in Po- 
liticks; and when there is a neceſſity for it 


they are temperate and laborious. With- 


out queſtion, ſeveral great Qualities may be 
found amongſt them; ſuch as Generoſity, 
Secreſy, Friendſhip, Bravery; and in a 
word, all thoſe Endowments of Mind, 
which go to make up a perfect, good, and 


virtuous Man. And here, methinks, I have 
a fair Opportunity to conclude this Letter, 
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and to beget in you an Eſteem of theſe Peo- 
ple. I ſhould not be ſorry, if I could pro- 
cure them this Happineſs ; for their Man- 


ners do not ſuit ſo ill with me, as with a 
great many others, who cry out againſt 


them, and condemn them, before they have 
either examined or known them, For my 


part, I muſt needs ſay, that there are here 
both good and bad, as there are in all other 


Parts of the World. 


From Madrid this 2700 
of Fans: 1679. 


LETTER XII. 


ER E's a general Rejoicing ſince the 
Arrival of the Marquis de los Bal- 

baces, who brought certain News, that the 
e Chriſtian King had granted Madamoiſelle 
to the King of Spain. He ſo impatiently 


expected theſe Tidings, that there was 


hardly an hour paſſed, that he did not aſk, 
if the Courier was not come; and as ſoon 
as he knew it, he immediately went to hear 
Te Deum at our Lady de Atocha*s Church. 
As the Ladies do 5 go thither, ſo they 
are content to dreſs themſelves very fine, 
add place themſelves in their Windows. I 
choſe this; and 1 A I ſhould 3 
een 
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been both choaked and blinded, it was ſo 
exceſſive duſty. I ſaw the King in his 


Coach of green Oil-cloath: He had but a 
ſmall Attendance ; for about twenty Hal- 
berdiers, cloathed in yellow, with truſſed 
Breeches like the Pages, made up his 


Guard, marching before and behind him. 
The Courtiers Coaches, indeed, that ac- 
companied him, were ſo numerous, that 
they could hardly be told: The People every 


where crowding, even to the tops of the 


Houſes, cried out, Viva el Roy Dieu le Bene- 
diga; and ſeveral added, Viva & Reina 
neu ſiro Sennora. There was not the leaſt 
Houſe or Street without its ſpread Tables; 


every body had their Garlick, Leeks, and 
Onions in their Hands, inſomuch that they 
perfumed the Air with them; and they 


were even debauched with drinking their 
Majeſties Health in Water. For, dear 


Couſin, though I have already mentioned it 


to you, yet methinks I may repeat it here, 


That there never were People more tempe- 


rate than theſe, eſpecially in Wine; and they 
have ſo ſtrange an abhortence for thoſe 
that are guilty of Intemperance, that, by 


their Law, a Man that can be proved bur 


once to have been drunk, is refuſed for a 


Witneſs in any Court of Juſtice where he is. 


offered, and after a ſharp Reproof is ſent 
away. And if it happen, that one calls 


or F | nother 
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another Boracho, that is, Drunkard, this In- 
jury is ſure to be revenged with Murder. 
That Night the King was at Atocha, 
we illuminated all our Houſe with great 
Flambeaus of white Wax, which they call 
Hacdas. They are longer than thoſe that 
are uſed in Paris, ro light the Coaches at 


Night; but withal, they are a great deal 


dearer; not only becauſe the Wax is 


brought at great Charges from other Parrs 


of the World, but alſo becauſe there is a 
prodigious Quantity of it conſumed in 
Spain; and when they make Illuminations, 


they are not contented to ſet. up four or 


fix Flambeaus ; but they muſt put two in 
every Balcony, and two at each Window, 
up to the higheſt Story. There are ſome 


Houſes which thus require four or five 


hundred. Every where there were Bonfires 
made, and we went to the Palace to ſee a 
Maſquerade of a hundred and fifty Lords, 
which they ſaid was to be there. I cannot 
imagine why they call this Diverſion 

that Name, for they were not all maſked, 
Commonly they chuſe the darkeſt Night. 
All the Courtiers are mounted upon their 
fineſt Horſes; every Horſe was covered 
with filver Gauze, and Houſings embroi- 
dered with Gold and Pearl. The Caval- 
leros were cloathed in Black, with coloured 
Tabby Sleeves, embroidered with Silk and 
Bugles, They wore little Hats buttoned 
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up with Diamonds, and in them a Plume 


of Feathers. They had rich Scarfs, and 
many Jewels; but with all this, their black 
Cloaks, and their ugly Collars, ſtrangely 
disfigure them. They ride on Horſeback 


like the Turks and Moors, that is, as they 


call it, a genita. Their Stirrups are fo 
ſhort, that their Knees are even with, and 


reſt upon the tops of the Horſes Shoulders. 


I cannot yet reconcile my Eyes to this 
Faſhion. They ſay, that thus they can 
better raiſe and put themſelves forth againſt 
any that aſſault them. But to return to 
the Maſquerade ; they all meet together at 
an appointed Place, which uſually is at 


one of the Gates of the City. The Streets 


through which they were to go, were all 
ſtrewed with Sand ; and on each ſide there 
was a kind of Chafing-diſhes ſet upon 
Poles, which, beſides the Wax Flam- 
beaus, gavea great Light. There were al- 


ſo placed ſeveral very clear Lanthorns in 


Windows, which made a very fine Show. 
Every Cavellero had a great many Footmen, 
which were cloathed in Cloath of Gold 
and Silver; they went by their Maſters ſide 
with Flambeaus. The Maſters march'd 
four in a Rank very ſoftly, each holding a 


Flambeaux alſo, They went all over the 


City attended with Trumpets, Timbrels, 
Bagpipes, and Flutes; and then they 
came to the Palace, which was illamina- 

T3 ted,, 
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ted, and the Court covered with Sand ; they 


took ſeveral Turns, and run and puſhed 
againſt one another, with a deſign to throw 


each other down with theſe Tricks. Prince 


Alexander de Parma, who is of prodigious 
Bigneſs, fell down; and the Fall of him 
made as great a Noiſe, as the ſhouting of a 
moderate high Hill. They had much ado 
to carry him off; for he was grievouſly 
bruiſed with his Fall. There were ſeveral 
of them with' their great Spectacles on 3 
but particularly the Marquis de Aſtorgas, 
who needs not only wear them for Gravity 
fake, but for Need; for he is old, but yet 
for all that he is frolickſome. He will be 
Major Domo to the young Queen, and he is 
a Grandee of Spain, 

And now I ſpeak of a Grandee of Spain; 
Don Fernand de Toledo told me t'other Day 


a thing pleaſant enough. His Father- in 


Law, who is the Marquis de Palacios, 
lives at a horrid profuſe rate; for it ſeems 


he is one of thoſe profeſs*'d Gallants of the 


Ladies of the Palace: And to arrive to that 
one muſt both have a great deal of Wit, 


and ſhew abundance of Magnificence ; 1 


mean, a certain peculiar ſort of Wit, that's 


neat and refined. He muſt have choice 


Phraſes and Expreſſions, and ſome Ways 
and Modes not common. He mult under- 
ſtand how to write both in Proſe and Verſe, 
and that too better than another. In a 

word, 
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word, one muſt both talk and do in this 


Palace Gallantry after quite another rate 
than is uſed in the City. But to return to 


the Marquis de Palacios. There was a 


publick Feſtival appointed by the King, 


This Marquis wanting Money to appear 


there, and being Lord of ſeveral Towns, 
it came into his Head to go down Poſt to 
them. As ſoon as he arrived at the firſt, 
he cauſed Papers to be ſet up, That all 
thoſe of that Town who deſired to be 
made Grandees, ſhould immediately come 
to him. There was not either Juſtice, 
Burgeſs, or Tradeſman, which was not 
preſently filled with vehement ambitious 
Deſires for the Grandeza ; his Houſe was 
crowded with all forts of People. He 
agreed with them every one ſeverally in 
private, and got as much as he could of 
them, and afterwards he made them all be 
covered before him, and gave them. Pa- 
tents in Form, juſt as the King does, when 
he makes any one a Grandee. His Inven- 
tion ſucceeded too well in the firſt Town 
not to praiſe it in the reſt. He found 
amongſt them the ſame Diſpoſition to give 
him Money, that through his means they 
might be Grandees. With this Trick he 
got a conſiderable Sum, and away he 
comes, and makes a ſplendid Show at 
Court. But as a Man is never without Ene- 


mies, ſo there were ſome Perſons that had a 


I Mind 
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Mind to make uſe of this pleaſant Frolick 
to put him out of the King's Favour. His 
Majeſty was told of it; and the Marquis 
juſtified himſelf well enough, in faying, 
all thoſe, to whom he had granted permiſſion 
to he covered before him, being born his 
Vaſſals, they owed more reſpect than to 
dare to take this liberty without his leave ; 
and that therefore he had made them Gran- 
dees as to himſelf. And after this, the thing 
was only look*d upon as a merry Jett. 

The Marquis comes often to fee us ; 
and as he belonged to the late Court, ſo 
yeſterday he told me, that a famous Aſtro- 
loger being one Day with the late King in 
the Terrace Walk of the Palace, the King 
aſked him the height of that Place. He 
gazed up into the Air. and named a cer- 
rain height. The King privately ordered 
them to raiſe the Pavement of the Terrace 
about three or four Fingers, and in the 
Night it was done. The next Morning he 
cauſed the Aſtrologer to come to him; and 
being upon the Terrace with him, fays he 
to him, I ſpoke laſt Night of the height 
you told me of this Walk ; but there were 
ſome that maintained that you were mi- 
ſtaken. Sir, ſays he, I dare ſay I was not 
miſtaken. But conſider it well, ſays the 
King, and afterwards we will make him 
aſhamed, who boaſts himſelf to be a more 
knowing Man than you. Immediately he 

began 
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began again to make his Obſervations. 
The King ſaw him change his Colour, and 
ſeem to be at a great loſs ;: bur at laſt he 
drew near the King, and ſaid, what I told 
your Majeſty yeſterday was true; but to 
day I find that either the Terrace 1s raiſed, 
or the Heavens are funk down a little 
lower. The King ſmiled, and told. him 
the Trick he had putupon him. 


That I may give you an account of 


other Matters, I muſt tell you, that the 


King has in his Family three Perſons, who 
by the way of Eminency are called the great 
Officers, the Major Domo, the Sumiller of the 
Body, and the Maſter of the Horſe. Theſe 
three Places are thus diſtinguiſhed : The 
Major Domo commands in the Palace; the 
Buſineſs of the Sumiller of the Body is in the 
King's Chamber; and the Maſter of the 


Horſe orders all things in every Place, 


except the Palace. 

After theſe, come the Gentlemen of the 
King's Bed- chamber. They wear at their 
Girdle, for a Mark of their Dignity, a 
golden Key. There are three ſorts of 
theſe Keys: The firſt gives the Employ- 


ment of the Gentleman of the Bed-cham- 


ber; the ſecond, the Entrance with the 
Employment; and the third is called 
Clava Capona, which only gives entrance 
into the Anti- chamber. The Number of 
theſe Gentlemen is great. There are oy 
3 - 
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of thoſe for Service, who take it in turns 
every Day; and for the moſt part they 
are Grandees of Spain. The Major Domo, 
that is to ſay, the Steward in ordinary, 
has the ſame Acceſs as the Gentlemen 
of the Bed- chamber. The Perſons of 
higheſt Quality fill up theſe Places. For 
the moſt part they are the ſecond Sons of 
the Grandees, They wait in turns every 
Week; and when the High- Steward is 
abſent, they are inveſted with his Power. 
Theſe alſo introduce Foreign Miniſters, 
when they have Audience. There are 
eight of them, ſometimes more, but ſeldom 
fewer. 

The King had three Companies for his 
Guards; but they have not any thing that 
agrees with one another. The Marquis 
De Falces commands the Flemiſh or Burgun- 
dian Guards; it conſiſts of a hundred Hal- 
berdiers ; and although here they call them 
the Yeomen of the Guard, yet they may 
be called the Life- Guard. The German 
Guards conſiſt of the ſame Number; Don 


Pedro de Arragon is Captain of them. The 


Spaniſh Guards are alſo compoſed of a 
hundred Halberdiers, and are commanded. 
by the Count De los Arcos. He is likewiſe 
Captain of another Company of a hundred 
Spaniards, called the Guards of the Lancil. 
la; and this never appears but at great 
Ceremonies, and at the Funerals of * 
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The Affairs of the State are manag'd by a 
chief Miniſter, which they call Privado; 
he hath under him a Secretary of State, 
whoſe Office is in the Palace. All Buſineſs 


that comes to the King and the Miniſter, 


ought to paſs directly thro* his Hands; 
and as he diſpatches alſo whatever the Ki 
orders, ſo he is called Secretario del Deſpacho 
univerſal. 

The Council of State, and divers other 
Councils, examine all Matters; and the King, 
or the chief Miniſter, afterwards determines 
them. There are a great many Counſellors. 
Here follow the Names of thofe which at 
preſent compoſe the Council of State, viz. 
The Conſtable de Caſtille, of the Family of 
the Velaſco's, is the Preſident ; the Duke de 
Albe, the Duke de Medina Celi, Don Pedro 
de Arragon, the Admiral of Caſtle, the 
Marquis de Aftorgas, the Prince de S!illans, 
the Duke de Oſſuna, the Count de Chincon, 


Don Vincent Gonzaga, Prince de Guaſtella, 


Don Lewis Portocarrero Cardinal Archbi- 
ſhop of Toledo, the Marquis de Liches, the 
Marquis de los Balbaros, Don Diego Sarmi- 


tuto, Don Melchios Navarre, the Marquis 


de Loſveler, the Marquis de Manfera, and 
the Duke de Albuquerque. 

Beſides this Council, which is the prin- 
4 there is that of the Inquiſition of War, 
of the Orders of Arragon, X the Indies, of 
Haly, of Hazienda, of the Croiſado, and of 

Flanders, 
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Flanders, There is alſo the Chamber of 
Caſtille, of the Alcades de Corta, of the Con- 
traduria, De Apoſento, De las. Boſques Reales, 
De Milliones, and De Competancias. But do 
not think, dear Kinſwoman, that the Sala- 
ries and Profits of thoſe Places are ſmall. 
For Inſtance : the Counſellors of the Coun- 
cil of the Indies make from 18 to 20000 
Crowns a Year of their Places. And here 
it is pertinent to tell you, that it is thought 
no Places are ſold in this Country, at leaſt 
it is not known; in all appearance they are 
beſtow*d upon Merit or Birth: But yet un- 
derſtand, there are ſuch conſiderable Pre- 
ſents made, that to get a Viceroyalty they 
will give 5000 Piſtoles, and ſometimes 
more. That which would be calFd buying in 
another Country, at Madrid is term'd gi- 
ving a Regalio, that is, making a. Preſent. 
And one is equivalent to the other, with 
this difference, that a Place or a. Govern- 
ment which one buys, is yours as long as 
you live, and ſometimes paſſes by Inheri- 
tance to your Children, either by natural 
Right, or the Conceſſion of the Prince; but 
in Spain they enjoy a Place, which coſts 
them very dear, only 3, or 5. Years at moſt. 
It is eaſy to believe, that thoſe who advance 
ſo much, are very certain to reimburſe 
themſelves both Principal and Intereſt. 
From this Practice the People are horribly 
_ Oppreis'd, 
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oppreſs'd. They have perpetually upon 
them either a new Viceroy, or Governor, 
who has been drain'd of all the ready Money 
which he could either make of his own, or 


ſometimes of his Friends, to bribe the Court. 


Thus he comes hungry, and he has but a 


ſhort time to enrich himſelf; and fo the 


poor People are on all hands pillaged, 
without ſo much as being able to have their 
Complaints heard. But it is yet quite ano- 
ther thing in the Indies, where Gold is fo 
plentiful, and they are fo far from the King 
and his Minifters. Ir is certain they bring 
from thence immenſe Sums, as I think I 


have already intimated to you. Even the 


Religious, as they call them, who are ſent 
to preach there, return not without for 

or fifty thouſand Crowns, which they have 
heap*d up in four or five Years time. So, 
notwithſtanding their V of Poverty, they 


find out the Secret of growing rich; and 


during their Life they are ſuffer*d to enjoy 
the Fruit of their Miſſion. 
The Monaſteries here have yet another 
Piece of Craft, which commonly ſucceeds. 
When a religious Perſon or Friar happens to 
be the only Son, if his Father is rich, they 
beg him to leave his Eſtate to the Convent 
where his Son has taken the Habit, upon 
condition that he ſhall manage and enjoy it 
whilſt he lives z but after his Death, that 
the Monaſtery ſhall inherit it, and put up 


Prayers, 
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Prayers, and fay Maſſes for the Father and 
the Son. By this means there are profeſſed 
Friars, who have ten thouſand Crowns a 
Year at their Diſpoſal. This Affluence in a 
Country, where Reaſon has but little Pow- 
er over the Aﬀections, does not always 
make them more holy; and if there are any 
that uſe it well, there are abundance that 
abuſe it. 8 
It is known, that every Year there come 
from the Indies above five and thirty Mil- 
lions of Crowns; but yet not a quarter Part 
of this ever goes into the King of Spain's 
Coffers. Theſe Treaſures ſpread themſelves 
over all Europe; the French, Enghhh, Dutch, 
and the Genocſe, draw away the beſt Shares 
of it. Methinks, this does not ſuit with the 
refined Policy of the Spaniards, to waſte 
their own Subjects in digging Gold out of 
the Mines, to let other Nations, with whom 
they are often at War, reap the Profit ; but 
the natural Lazineſs which hinders them 
from working, and having no Manufactures 
of their own, obliges them to have recourſe 
to thoſe who can furniſh their Country with 
the Merchandizes they want. 
As Strangers dare not venture to go there, 
becauſe it is upon no leſs Penalty than hang- 
ing; fo they contrive to ſend their Effects 
in the Names of the Span; Merchants, with 
whom they meet with all the Fidelity ima- 
ginable. And if the King would, he could 
not 
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not hinder Strangers from receiving what 


is properly theirs; for the Spaniards, upon 
this Occaſion, had rather loſe their Lives 
than any Wrong ſhould come to another. 
There 1s one thing remarkable, and that 1s, 


when the Flota comes to anchor at Cadix, 


there are Men who make publick Profeſ- 
ſion to aſſiſt in cheating the King of his Cu- 
ſtoms upon Silver and other Merchandizes; 
it is as much their Trade and Livelihood, 
as for a Banker to deal in Money. They 
call them Metadors; and as much Knaves 
as they are towards the King, yet one muſt 


do them the Right to ſay, they are not ſo 


to the private Men that agree with chem, 
for a certain Reward, ſecurely to lodge their 
Silver in ſuch a Place of the City as they 
ſhall deſire. And this Practice is ſo certain 
and fafe, that one never hears of any that 
have violated their Truſt. It were eaſy to 


puniſh theſe Men for the Frauds they are 


guilty of againſt the King; but there would 
be Inconveniences to the Prejudice of Trade, 
perhaps far greater than the Puniſhments 
would bring Advantage; ſo that the Go- 
vernment and Magiſtrates take no notice of 
what paſſes. There might alſo be an eaſy 
Remedy found out to hinder the Ning from 
loſing all upon this Occaſion ; and that is, 


to abate the Duries a little, which indeed are 
very higk; and ſo what is given to theſe 


Metadors, and ſomewhat more, might be 


paid 
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paid to the Contrataktion; for naturally the 
Merchants do not love cheating, and are 
continually afraid of paying at once what 
they have been ſaving for half a Score Voy- 
ages. But it is the Humour of the Spaniard 
10 have all, or nothing; and very often they 
have nothing. As to Madrid, it is impoſſible 
to find there any greater Robbers and Cheats 
than the Magiſtrates and Officers them. 
ſelves. Theſe are the Men that with Im- 
punity appropriate to themſelves the King's 
Cuſtoms, and who cheat him after ſuch a 
rate, that it is no wonder he ſo often wants 
Money. But they are not ſatisfy'd with 
cheating their Sovereign, they muſt alſo abuſe 
and pillage the People; and although the 


Laus of this Nation are not only very juſt, 


but equitable, yet no Body ſeems to be ſen- 
ſible of them. Thoſe very Perſons into 
whoſe Hands they are put, and who are ſet 
on purpoſe to execute them, are the firſt 
that break and corrupt them. 

I you will but give Money to an Alcade, 
or to an Alguazil, you may have the moſt 
innocent Perſons in the World: arreſted; or 
ſeized, and then thrown into ſome naſty 
dark Hole of a Priſon, and there periſh with 
Hunger, without any Proceeding or .com- 
ing to a Trial, and without any Order and 
Decree; and when: the poor Wretch is let 
out of Priſon, he muſt not ſo much as think 
ef doing himſelf Right againſt this a 
7 cer 
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Officer of Juſtice. This Sort of People are 
generally much favour'd every where, but 
here they are beyond all Meaſure ; and 
righteous Judges in this Country are more 
ſcarce than in any Country whatever, 


Thieves, Murderers, Poiſoners, and the 


. greateſt Criminals imaginable, remain ſafe 


and quiet at Madrid, provided they are not 
rich; for if they be, they are ſure to be di- 
ſturb'd for the ſake of that. 

They do not judge criminal Matters above 
twice or thrice a Year. It is with the great- 
eſt Difficulty that they bring themſelves to 
cauſe any Criminal to die, who is, ſay they, 
a Man like them, their Countryman, and 
the King's Subject; they ſend moſt either to 
the Mines or to the Galleys; and when any 


 Wretch is condemn'd to be hang'd, he is 


carry*d upon an Afs, with his Face to the 
Tail; he is cloath'd in Black, and a Scaf- 
told is erected for him, that he may make a 
Speech to the People, who are all upon their 
Knees, and in Tears, beating themſelves 
upon their Breaſts. After he has ſpent what 
Time he will in Harangue, he is diſpatch'd 
with a great deal of Gravity ; and as theſe 
Examples of Juſtice are very rare, ſo they 
make a mighty Impreſſion upon, the Spe- 
ctators, 18 5 | 


# 


Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding the vaſt Riches, and the 


exceſſive Haughtineſs and Preſumption of 


the great Lords, yet they obey the leaſt Or- 
der of the King with that Exactneſs and Re- 
ſpect, which cannot be ſufficiently praiſed. 
Upon the firſt Command, they depart, they 


return, go to Priſon, or into a Baniſnment, 


without murmuring. It is not poſſible to 
find a more perfect Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience, nor a more ſincere Love, than that 
of the Spaniards for their King. This Name 
is ſacred with them; and to bring them to 
whatever one has a mind, it is ſufficient to 
fay, The King's Will it is. It is under his 
Name that the poor People of both the Ca- 
ſtilles are ſo horribly oppreſs'd with Taxes. 
The other Kingdoms or Provinces are not ſo 
loaded, but boaſt themſelves for the moſt 
part, that they are a free People, and pay 
what they have a mind to. 1 

I have already hinted to you, dear Cou- 
ſin, that in every thing they exactly follow 
the Potiticks of Charles V. without conſider- 
ing, that the difference of Times makes a 
mighty Alteration in the Events of things, 
altho* they may feem to be alike, and in the 
fame Circumſtances; and that what, with- 
out the Imputation of Raſhneſs, might have 
been undertaken 120 Tears ago, under a 
flouriſhing Reign, would be imprudent to 
practiſe now under a Reign that is far leſs 
ſo. But a Vanity that is natural to them, 
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hinders them from ſeeing, that Providence 
ſometimes permits Empires, as well as par- 
ticular Families, to have their Revolutions 
and Periods. The Spamards believe them- 
ſelves to be juſt the ſame People, and in the 
ſame Circumſtances they ever were. But 


tho? I never knew their Anceſtors, yet 1 


dare ſay they deceive themſelves. 

But not to make any farther Reflections, 
which perhaps are too ſerious and high for 
me, I will tell you, that here 1s a general 
Rejoicing at Madrid for the Arrival of the 
Flola from the Indies. As it is not their Hu- 
mour here to treaſure up Wealth, ſo this 
prodigious Quantity of Silver, which comes 
all at a Lump, is ſpread over all the World. 


One would think that theſe immenſe Sums 


coſt nothing, and that it is Money which 


Chance ſent them. Hereupon the great 


Lords ſummon their Creditors, and pay 
them with a Profuſeneſs, which yet, with- 
out lying, has ſomething in it that is both 
noble and generous; for there are but few 
Countries where Liberality is ſo natural as it 


is in this; and I muſt alſo add, that they 


are patient even to Admiration. They have 
been known to endure moſt long and toil- 


ſome Sieges, in which, beſides the Fatigues 
of War, chey had nothing to ſupport them 


but Bread made of rotten Corn, and ſtink- 
ing Water for their Drink ; and yet there 


are. 
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are no Men in the World more nice about 
good Water. I fay, notwithſtanding all this, 
and that they have been expos'd to the Se- 
verities of the Weather, were half naked, 
and had hard Lodging ; yet in ſpite of all 
theſe things, they have been found more 
brave and courageous than when they en- 
Joy'd Plenty and Proſperity. It is true, 
that that Temperance, which is ſo natural 
to them, is a mighty help to them to endure 
Hunger when they are forc'd to it. They 


_ eat very little, and ſcarcely will they drink 
any Wine. The Cuſtom they have of eat- 
ing all alone, contributes ſomething to make 


them ſo frugal; for indeed, neither their 
Wives nor their Children ever eat with 


them. The Maſter has his Table to him- 
- ſelf, and the Miſtreſs with her Children fit 


on the Floor upon a Carpet, after the Tyurk- 
% and Mooriſh way. They ſeldom or never 


invite their Friends to feaſt together; ſo 
that they are not guilty of any Exceſs. Up- 


on this account it is their Saying, That they 
only eat to live; whereas there are People 
which only live to eat. Nevertheleſs, there 


are ſome rational People, who find this 


Affectation too great; and as they admit 
of little Familiarity in Converſation, ſo 
they perpetually live at a diſtance, and as 
it were in Ceremony with one another, 
without enjoying that Freedom which 

cages | makes 
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makes that true Union, and produces _ 
deſirable Openneſs of Heart. | 
This great Retirement gives them up to 
a thouſand Illuſions, which they call Philo- 
ſophy ; it makes them ſingular, dull, fanta- 

ſtick, melancholy and jealous; whereas if 
{ they governed themſelves otherwiſe, there 
is nothing they would not be capable of, 
ſince they have a wonderful Vigor of Mind, 
an excellent Memory, good Senſe, a ſolid 
Judgment, and great Patience; than which 
there needs no more to make a Man wiſe, 
to grow in Perfection, to be agreeable in 
Converſation, and to diſtinguiſh himſelf 
from the moſt polite Nation. But they are 
ſo far from being what naturally they might 
be, though at never fo little Pains, that 
they affect a certain Indolency, which they 
call Greatneſs of Mind. They neglect 
their moſt important Buſineſs, and the Ad- 
vancement of their Fortunes. Proviſion 
for the future gives them not the leaſt Di- 
ſturbance. The only matter they are not 
indifferent in is Jealouſy 3 they improve that | 
to the utmoſt ; the bare Suſpicion is enough 
to make them ſtab their Wife or their Mi- 
ſtreſs.” Their Paſſion of Love is always | 
furious; and yet the Women pleaſe them- | 
felves in it. They ſay, they would not, 
for all Miſchief that may befall them, | 
have thenyleſs ſenſible of their Unfaithful- ; 
neſs 3 that their deſperate Temper is a 
Vol. II. G certain 
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certain Proof of a true Paſſion ; and that 
they themſelves are not more moderate 
when they are in Love. They leave no- 
thing unattempted to be revenged of thoſe 
they love, if they forſake them without 
Cauſe 3 ſo that theſe fort of amorous En- 
gagements have commonly a fatal End. For 
inſtance : Not long ſince, a Woman of 
Quality, who had cauſe to complain of her 
Gallant, contrived to get him into a Houſe 
where ſhe commanded; and after ſhe 
had ſufficiently reproached him, againſt 
which he did but weakly defend himſelf, 
for he was guilty, ſhe preſented to him a 


Poniard, and a Cup of poiſoned Chocolate, 


leaving him only the Liberty which ſort of 
Death he would chuſe. He did not waſte 


one Minute to move her Pity ; he very 


well faw that in this Place 3 was the 


ſtrongeſt, ſo that he tamely drank off the 


Chocolate without leaving a drop. After 
he had drank it, ſays he to her, it had been 


better if you had put a little more Sugar in 


it, for the Poiſon made it very bitter : 

Remember to do ſo the next time you pre- 
pare another. He was immediately ſeized 
with Convulſions; it was very violent 
Poiſon, and killed him in an Hour's time. 
And for all this Lady ſtill loved him paſſio- 
nately, yet ſhe had the Barbarity not to ſtir 
fw him till he was dead. 
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The Venetian Ambaſſador, who is a "oy 
well accompliſhed Man, being lately a 
home, they brought him word, that a Lady, 
covered with a Mantle, deſired to peak 
with him, and that ſhe hid herſelf ſo cloſe, 
they could not poſſibly ſee what ſhe was. 
She had with her two Gentlemen-Uſhers, 
and a conſiderable Attendance. He invited 
her to his Chamber of Audience, and ſhe 
deſired he would cauſe every body to go 
out. When ſhe was alone with him, ſhe 
unveiled her ſelf, and appeared to him ex- 
ceeding handſome. I am of an illuſtrious Fa- 
mily, ſays ſhe to him; my Name is Donna 
Blanca de Guſman; 1 have deſpiſed all the Laws 
of Decency, in Favour of that Paſſion I have 
for you. I come to declare to you, my Lord, and 
. to tell you, that I muſt needs remain here this 
Night. From ſuch an impudent Speech 
the Ambaſſador could not in the leaſt doubt 
but this was ſome Jilt that had borrowed 
a great Name to draw him into ſome 
Snare; but yet, with abundance of Kind- 
neſs told her, that till now he had never. 
thought himſelf unhappy in the Service of- 
the Republick; that he could wiſh he were 
not an Ambaſſador, that ſo he might em- 
brace the Favour ſhe offered him; but that 
being in ſuch a Station, there was little 
likelihood that he could give Entertainment 
to a Perſon of her eminent Quality ; that this 


might bring him into great Trouble; and- 
6 2 there- 
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therefore begged her that ſhe would with- 
draw. Immediately ſhe was like a Fury; and 
after ſhe had reviled and reproached him, ſhe 
drew out a Stiletlo, and run upon him to 
have ſtab'd him. He eaſily prevented her; 
and having called one of his Gentlemen, 
bid him give five or ſix Piſtoles to this 
Woman. She ſo little deſerved this Ge- 
neroſity, and it ſo appeaſed her, that ſhe 
really told him ſhe was one of thoſe Crea- 
tures he took her for; and that the Rea- 
ſon why ſhe had been ſo deſperate, was, 
that the Gentlemen- Uſhers, who waited 
for her below, were her Gallants, and 
would have broke her Bones if ſhe had 
made no Advantage of the Plot they had 
laid; that beſides ſhe was to pay for 
the Equipage ſhe came in, which was 
hired purpoſely for this Deſign z and that ſhe 
had much rather have died than to have en- 
dured all thoſe Abuſes. The Ambaſſador 
was ſo taken with her pleaſant Confeſſion, 
that he cauſed ten Piſtoles more to be 
given her; for, ſays he to her, ſince fo many 
honeſt. F olks Dax ſhare ,with you, your 
part will be too ſmall. She ſucceeded ſo 
well here, that ſhe. went directly to the 
French Ambaſſador's; but ſhe was not ſo 

courteouſly received there ; for upon the 
firſt Apprehenſion of her Deſign, the and 
her Attendance eſcaped, very narrowly of 
bring envertained with, * mg da. He 


gave 
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gave her not a Sous; ; the was happy i in get- 
ting out as ſhe came in, for he had an Aver- 
ſion for all theſe Creatures. 

This Morning we tarried a while in the 
Placa Major for an Anſwer of a Meſſage 
my Kinſwoman had ſent to a Gentleman 
that dwelt there. In this Place Fiſh is ſold, 
and there was a Woman who had ſome_ 
little Bits of Salmon to fell, which ſhe ſaid 
was freſh: ſhe made a horrid Noiſe in cry- 
ing it, and in calling Cuſtomers to buy it. 
At laſt comes a Shoemaker, which I knew 
for ſuch, becauſe ſhe called him Senier Ca- 
patero: He aſked her for a Pound of her 
Salmon; (and by the way, you mult ob- 
ſerve that every thing here 1s bought 
by the Pound, even Wood and Charcoal) 
ſays ſhe to him, you do not enquire after 
the Price, becauſe you think it is cheap; 
but do not deceive your ſelf, I aſſure you 
I muſt have a Crown for every Pound. 
The Shoemaker, vexed that ſhe queſtioned 
his Thoughts and Ability, with an angry 
Tone faid:to her, Had it been very cheap, F 
bud have bad but one Pound; but fince tis 
dear, PII have three. And immediately he 
gives her three Crowns, and then thruſting 
down his little Hat, (for you muſt know 
that the Tradeſmen wear them as narrow . 
as the People of Quality wear them broad ) 
and zurning up his Muſtachios by way of 
| Rhodamantade, he raiſed the Point If his 
62 formidable 
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formidable Sword almoſt to the top of his 
Shoulder, and haughtily looked at us, ha- 
ving well obſerved that we took notice of 


him, and overheard his Diſcourſe, and were 


Strangers. But the Pleaſantneſs of the thing 
lies here : Perhaps theſe three Crowns were 
all that ever this vain-glorious Fool had in 
the World; that this was his whole Week's 


Profit, and that to morrow, himſelf, his 


Wife, and poor Children, would have a 
more ſevere Faſt, than with Bread and Wa- 
ter; but ſuch is the vain Humour of theſe 
People here: Nay there are ſome of them 


who will take the Legs of a Capon, and let 


them hang down under their Cloaks, that 
they may look as if they really had a Capon, 
whilſt they have nothing but the Legs and 
F. | * 


You cannot ſee a Joiner, a Saddler, or 


other ſort of Shop-keeper, without his Vel- 
vet and Sattin Suit like the King's, with 
his long Rapier and Dagger, and his Gittar 
hung up in his Shop. They work as little 
as ever they can; for I have more than 
once told you, that they are naturally lazy. 


Indeed nothing but over-ruling Neceſſity 


drives them to do any thing at all, and 
then they work upon Sundays, and other 
Feſtivals, without any Scruple, as well as 


upon any other Days, and afterwards they 
carry their Goods abroad. If 'tis a Shoe- 


maker, and he has two Apprentices, he takes 
| them 


alt wats. 
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them both with him, and each of them 
carries a Shoe; nay, and if he has three 
they muſt all go along with him; and it is 
with much ado that he*} ſtoop to try the 
Shoes he made. When he has done, he 
goes and fits him down in the Sun (which 
is called the Spaniard's Fire) with a Com- 
' pany of ſuch idle Fellows as himſelf, and 
there with a Sovereign Authority they de- 
; termine Matters of State, and ſettle the In- 
tereſt of Princes. Very often they fall out 
about them. Some one of them, that takes 
himſelf to be a more able Politician than 
the reſt, will have them yield to his Judg- 
ment; but another, as conceited as himſelf, 
will not ſubmit; and ſo they fall together 
by the Ears without Mercy. I was two 
Days ago to fee the Daniſb Ambaſſador's 
| Lady, and there was brought in thither a 
1 poor Wretch, who was juſt then wounded 
| in the Street: He was a Coſtermonger, 
and it ſeems had maintained, that the 
Grand Signior would not be reckoned a cun- 
ning Politician, if he did not cauſe his Bro- 
ther to be ſtrangled ; another, ro whom 
that young Prince was not ſo diſpleaſing, 
| ſtood up in his Defence, and thereupon 
theſe two fell a fighting. But after all, to 
, give them their due, all theſe People talk 
of Government and Politicks with a great 
deal of Judgment, and give good Reaſon 
for what they fay. | 


G 4 Here 
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Here are in this City ſeveral Houſes, 
which are a ſort of Accademies, where 
People meet, ſome to play, and others for 
Converſation. They play there with great 
Honeſty ; and let them loſe what Sum 
they will upon Honour, they never fail to 
pay it in twenty four Hours. If there 
ſhould be any Failure, their Honour and Re- 
putation is for ever loſt, No Reaſon whatſo- 
ever will be admitted againſt the Neceſſity of 
paying in that time. They play there very 
high, and very fairly, without Noiſe, or . 
ſhewing the leaſt Vexation or Concern. It 
they win, it is the Cuſtom to give the Ba- 
rato. This, I think, is alſo uſed in 1zaly, 
that is to ſay, you give Money to thoſe. 
that are preſent, to ſome more, to others 
leſs, and this whether you know them or 
no. He to whom you preſent the Barato 
muſt never refuſe it, tho* he be a hundred 
times richer, and of better Quality than 
the Donor; nay, one may demand it of a 
Gameſter that is winning, and he'll not 
deny to give it. There are People that- 
have no other Subſiſtence than this; but 
yet this is no good Cuſtom ; for though a a 


Man does win, yet ſometimes he hardly \ 
carries any thing of his Gains away with - | 
him, and if he begins to play again, he Þ 


often loſes his own. | 
El _ Further, if a Man is found to have 
| | ras he had as. go. betimes N 
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happy if he comes off with ſome Cuchillades, 
Sword. 


and very knowing Perſons frequent them; 
for in a word, they are here juſt as in other 


are fo well manag'd, and their Narration ſo 
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all Company; for no honeſt Perſon will 
have any thing to do with him; and if he 
is taken in the Fact, he may think himſelf 


that is, ſome Cuts, but not Thruſts with a 


As to the Converſation in theſe Acade- 
mies, there is of it that is very ingenious, 


Places; and there are ſome that write very 
fine things. What they call Novels, ſeem to 
me to be of a Style, and to have an Air that 
charms; they never advance any thing but 
what is probable, and the Subjects they take 


conciſe and plain, neither mean nor lofty, 
that one muſt needs grant they have a Ge- 
nius which ſurpaſſes all others in theſe ſort 
of Pieces. I will endeavour to get ſome of 
this Kind, and will tranſlate and ſend them 
to you, that ſo you may judge of them your 
ſelf. As T have not Capacity enough to 
fpeak of things which treat of more ſublime 


Matters, ſo ſhall I ſay nothing of them, 


till I have been inform'd by, thoſe, that are 
competent. Judges, and then I ſhall, only 


pretend to be their Eccho. But after all, 1 


muſt needs ſay, that I think them extrava- 
gant in their Eulogies, and that in them 


they, keep not near to Probability; their 


Emagination, which 1 is very lively and active, 
G 5 ſome- 
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ſometimes runs too faſt. I was the other 
Day reading in a Book, where ſpeaking of 


Philip IV. the Author faid, that his Virtues 


and great Qualities were ſo many, that there 


was not Paper enough in the World to 
_ write them down; that a common Pen was 


not worthy to deſcribe ſuch divine things, 
and therefore they deſerv*d to be writ by 
the Rays of the Sun upon the Surface of the 


Heavens. You will grant me that this is 


really loſing a Man's ſelf in the Clouds, and 
that with endeavouring to exalt his Hero, 
our poor Author falls, and breaks his own 
Neck. Their Books are very ill printed; 

their Paper is not white, and they are very 
ill bound, being cover'd with Parchment or 


Sheep- ſein Leather. 


1 I muſt not forget to tell you one thing, 
and) it is very material; and that is, the Po- 


licy of the Spaniards, which perſuades them. 


rather to be at the Charge of a hundred falſe 
Informations, than to negle& the Opportu- 
nity of receiving one true Advice; neither 
the Diſtance of the Country from whence 
they come, nor their Agents are ſuſpected. 
by them; they will know every thing, and. 
liberally recompenſe thoſe that ſerve them; 
nay, they will hardly tarry till the Service 
is accepted, before they will reward them. 
You cannot believe how much Advantage 
this Maxim has gain'd them. They have 
been ſometimes taken for Fools, but that. 


3 has 
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has not diſcourag'd them; and in the End 
they always had what they intended. Ir is 


| likewiſe true, that tho* they have but very 


flender ground to beg a Favour of the King, 
yet provided they are not diſhearten'd with 
Repulſes, but purſue their firſt Deſign with 
Perſeverance, ſooner or later they obtain 
what they wiſh'd for. The Miniſters of 
State think it not ſuitable to the Grandeur 


of ſo mighty a Monarch to refuſe a ſmall 


Matter; and tho? there is but little Juſtice 
in pretending to a Favour which one has 
not deſerv'd by ſome Service, yet if it is 
ſued for without Intermiſſion, it is always 
obtain'd. I fee Examples of it every Day. 


I have not yet told you, dear Couſin, that 
upon my Arrival here all the Ladies did me 


the Honour to viſit me firſt ; it is the Cu- 


ſtom here to prevent Strangers, when once 


they know they are of Quality, and their 


good Conduct, concerning both which they 
are very nice. When I return'd them their 
Viſit, every one made me a Preſent; ſome- 
times in one Houſe I receiv'd a Dozen, for 
even the Children of four Years old will 

treat you, I was preſented with great Ba- 
ſkets of gilt Silver, adorn'd with Coral cu- 
riouſly wrought in Flowers; theſe are made 
at Naples and Milan. 1 had alſo Amber. 
Boxes ſet with Gold, enamell'd, and full of 
Paſrils. Divers preſented me with Ns 

a 
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and with Silk Stockings, and Garters in 


abundance ; but theſe Gloves are ſingular, 

in that they are as ſhort as the Mens, for the 
Women wear their Sleeves down to their 
Wriſts ; the Fingers are ſo long, that they 
look as if they were nothing elſe, and are 
ridiculous. The Stockings are made of 
Polo, that is, raw Silk; they are made ſo 
Mort, and ſo little in the Foot, that J have 
ſeen ſeveral Babies that they would not fit. 
The Garters are of a broad Ribband, made 
very light and thin, like thoſe our Peaſants 
give at their Weddings ; they are trimm'd 
at each End with ſome Engliſh Thread-lace. 
They preſented me alſo — ſeveral Cups 
. 75 the mineral Earth, and a thouſand other 
ings of this kind, If ever I go from thence, 


and make another Journey hither, it will be 


my Turn to preſent. But alas! any thing, 
pleaſes them, Needles, Pins, a little Rib- 
band; but above all, any thing made of 
their falſe Stones raviſhes them with Joy; 
they that have ſo many that are right, and 
fo excellent, yet wear a prodigious Quanti- 
ty of theſe falſe ones, which in reality are 
nothing neither but Bits of Glaſs ſet, and 
Juſt like thoſe our Chimney-Sweepers ſell to 


dur Provincial, who never ſaw more than 


their Curate and their Flock. The Ladies 
of the greateſt Quality are loaded with theſe: 
falle Stones, which they der at dear Rates; 


and 
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and when I aſk'd them why they were fo 
fond of theſe counterfeit Diamonds, they 


told me, it was becauſe they could have of 
them as big as they deſired; and indeed 


they have of them in their Pendants as big. 
as am Egg; and all theſe come to them ei- 


ther from France or Italy; for, as I have 
told you, few things are made at Madrid, 
Idleneſs reigns too much there. 


There are no good Painters in this City; 
the greateſt Part of thoſe that draw, are not 
of this Country, they are either Hemmings, 
Halians, or French, which come and ſettle 
here; but yet they do not grow rich, for 
Money does not come and move in the Cir- 
cle of Trade; for my part, I muſt needs 
fay, I never ſaw leſs ſtirring. My Kinſwo- 
man receives pretty conſiderable Sums all in 
Quarte”s ; it is Copper Money, and as naſty 


as our Doubles; but as bad as it is, yet it 


comes out of the Royal Treaſures ; it is de- 
liver'd by weight (for how is it poſſible to- 
count ſuch ſorry Stuff?) and Men bring it 
upon their Backs in great matted Baſkets. 
When theſe ſort of Payments come, the 


whole Houſe is employ'd for eight Days 


together in taking an Account of theſe 
Puarto 3. In 3 or 4000 Crowns: there are 
not a hundred Piſtoles either in Gold or 
* 
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They have here great Numbers of Slaves, 
which are bought and fold at great Rates; 
theſe are Moors and Turks; there are ſome 
of them worth 4 or 500 Crowns. Hereto- 
fore they had Power of Life and Death over 
them; a Patron might have kill'd his Slave 
as he might have kill'd his Dog ; but it was 
_ thought that theſe Barbarities did not agree 
with the Maxims of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and now that Practice is forbid ; but yet 
they beat them till they cripple them, with- 
out ever being call'd to an Account for it. 
It. is true, there are few Maſters that are 


thus ſevere; and if a Man happens to love 


his Female Slave, and ſhe grants his Deſires, 
ſhe becomes immediately free. As to the 


other Domefticks, it would be ſomewhat 
dangerous to uſe them ill. They pretend, 


for the moſt part, to be of as good Fami- 
lies as the Maſters they ſerve; and if they 
fhould be abus'd, they would be m a Capa- 
city to revenge themſelves, either by trea- 
cherouſly murdering or poiſoning of them ; 


there are many Examples of this; they ſay, 


that a Man ought not to inſult over them 


becauſe they are poor; and the? they are 


reduc'd to ſerve, yet they have not renounc'd 
their Honour; and that they would forfeit 
it if they ſhould take Blows from any Body 
whatever. 


« 


The 
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The Beggars are even proud, and when 
they aſk an Alms it is in an imperious and 
domineering way; if one refuſes them, it 
muſt be done civilly, in ſaying to them, Ca- 
vallero, perdone, uſted no tanga Moreda; that 
is, Pardon me, Cavallero, I have no Mo- 
ney; if you give them a rough Denial, they 
will begin to argue with you, and er | 
to. prove to you, that you do not deſerve 
the Eſtate God has bleſs'd you with, and 
will never let you alone; but if one ſpeaks 
courteouſly to them, they ſeem well enough 
content, and deſiſt. 

The Spaniards are naturally gentle and 
kind; they marry their Slaves; but if one 
Slave with another, che Children they have 
are not free, but, like their Fathers, are ſub- 
ject to the Patron; buWif theſe Children 
marry, their Iſſue ſhall not be Slaves. And 
fo it is if a Woman-ſlave marry a Free-man,, 
their Children follow the Condition of their 
Father. One is mighty well ſerv'd by theſe. 


_ unhappy Wretches, they are far more dili- 


gent, laborious and humble than other Ser- 
vants ; there are few of them that will. 
change their Religion. I have one that 1s. 
not above Nine Years old, ſhe is as black. 
as Jet, and; would be reckon'd in her own. 
Sar a wonderful Beauty, for her Noſe. 

is quite flat, her Lips prodigiouſly thick, 


her Eyes of a white and red Colour, and her 


Tee admirable in wurage as well as in 
| Al. 
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Africa. She underſtands not a Word of any 
other Language than her own ; her Name 
is Zayde, we have got her baptiz'd. This 
young Chriſtian has been ſo us'd to throw 
off her white Mantle, and to be quite naked 
when ſhe was expos'd to Sale, that I have 
had much ado to hinder her from doing ſo 
now ; and the other Day, when we had a 
great deal of Company, I ſent for her; and 
truly Mrs. Zayde was pleas'd to appear be- 
fore them all with her httle black Body as 
naked as ſhe was born. I am reſolv'd = 
have her whipp'd, to make her know that 
this ſort of Faſhion does not pleaſe me for 
thete is no other way to make her under- 
ſtand. . Thoſe that ſo her to me told me 
ſhe was a Gurl . ; and the poor 

Child will come ten and fall down on her 
Knees before me, hold her Hands together,. 
ery, and point towards her Country. I 
would willingly ſend her thither, if ſhe 
could there be a Chriſtian 3 but this Impoſ- 
fibility obliges me to keep her. I would: 
fain underſtand her, for J believe ſhe is wit- 
ty, all her Actions ſhew it; ſhe dances af- 
ter her Faſhion, and it is fo pleaſantly, that 
ſhe-makes us very merry. I make her wear 
white Patches, with which the is mightily 
taken. She is dreſs'd as they are at Morocco, 
that is, with a ſhort Gown, almoſt without 
any Plaits, great Shift-Sleeves of fine Cloth, 
RI with auterent Colours, like thoſ&of 

* our 
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our Bohemians or Gypſies ; a Pair of Stays, 
which are only made of a Slip of crimſon 
Velvet, with a Gold Ground, and are made- 
faſt at the Sides with Silver Buckles and 
Buttons, and a Mantle of very fine white 
woollen Stuff, very large and long, in which 
ſhe wraps herſelf, and with one Corner of it 
covers her Head; this Dreſs is handſome 
enough. Her ſhort Hair, which looks like 
Wool, is cut in ſeveral places; on each ſide 
like a Half- moon, on the Crown a Circle, 
and before a Heart She coſt me Twenty 
Piſtoles. My Daughter has made her Go 
verneſs of her Marmoſet; z It is the little 
Monkey which the Archbiſhop of Burgos 
preſented to her; I do aſſure you that Zayde 
and the Marmoſet are well Mets: ana UNGER: 
Rand one another very well. ff 
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. "Ir to come to other T hings. Here is 
arriv'd a Man that has been fetch*d from 
the fartheſt Parts of Galicia; he is ſuch a 
Saint that he has done many Miracles, as it 
is pretended. The Marchioneſs, de los Velos, 
heretofore Governeſs of the King, was like 
to die, and ſhe ſent to have him come in al- 
Haſte; but they were ſo long upon the 
Journey, that ſhe was well again before he 
came. It was known what Day he would 
arrive; and while ſhe was then expecting 
him, Den Fernand de Toledo, who is her Ne- 
phew, and had not. ſeen her ſince his Return 
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from Flanders, becauſe of her having been 
ſick, knowing that ſhe was then much bet- 
ter, happen'd to go to her Houſe much 
about the time the Saint of Galicia was to 
be there; the Marchioneſs's People ſeeing 
him, and not knowing him at all (for he had 
been abſent ſeveral Years) without conſider- 
ing that there were few Men of his Age and 
Looks ſo happy as to work Miracles, con- 
cluded at firſt ſight- that he was the Saint. 
Immediately they ' threw open the great 
Door, and rung the Be] for the Signal, as 
the Marchioneſs haq'order'd them. All the 
Duenna's and the Maids came to receive 
him, with every one > Wax-Candle in her 
Hand; ſeveral of them fell upon their 
Knees, and would not let him ſtir till he 
had given them his Bleſſing. He thought 
they made a Fool of him to give him ſuch 
a Reception ; he knew not whether he was 
bewitch'd, or whether he dream'd; and do 
what he could, he could not perſuade him- 
ſelf that all this was real. It was to no pur- 
poſe to talk to them, they minded him not 
at all, the Noiſe and the Croud was ſo 
great. They brought their Beads to touch 
him, and thoſe that were far off him threw 
them at his Head, with a hundred Medals 
 faſten'd to them; the moſt zeatous began 
to cut his Cloak and his Cloaths. And now 
his Fear began to be very great, leſt thro' a 
Deſire to multiply his Refcks, they ſhould 
. cut 
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cut him to pieces. The Marchioneſs de los 
Velos, who was carry'd between four in a 
great Elbow-Chair, came to meet the holy 
Man; and truly when ſhe perceiv'd the 
Miſtake, and ſaw it was her Nephew, ſhe 
fell a laughing ſo loud and fo long, that ſhe 
far exceeded the Strength every Body 
thought ſhe had. When he came from her 
Houſe he came to ſee us, all torn, and juſt 
as the devout People had left him. 


1 ſhould tell you, that all is mighty pri- 
vate and retir*d in this Court. But here is 
the Way and Manner how ſome particular 
Perſons live. In the Morning as ſoon as 
they are up they drink Water cool'd with 
Ice, and preſently after Chocolate. When 
Dinner-time is come, the Maſter fits down 
to. Table, his Wife and Children, as I have 
already obſerv'd, eat upon the Floor near 
the Table ; this is not done out of Reſpect, 
as they tell me, but the Women cannot fit 
upon a Chair, they are not accuſtom'd to 
it; and there are ſeveral ancient Spaniſh 
Women who. never fat upon one in their 
whole Life. They make a light Meal, for 
they eat little Fleſh ; the beſt of their Food 
are Pigeons, Pheaſants, and their Olio's, 
which are excellent; but the greateſt Lord 
has not brought to his Table above two 
Pigeons, and ſome very bad Ragouſt, full 
of Garlick and Pepper ; and after that ſome 
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Fennel and a little Fruit. When this little 


Dinner 1s over, every one in the Houſe un- 


dreſs themſelves and lie down upon their 


Beds, upon which they lay Spaniſb-Leather 
Skins for Coolnefs ; at this time you ſhall 


not find a Soul in the Streets; the Shops are 


ſhut, all the Trade ceas'd, and it looks as 
x every Body were dead. Ar Two a-Clock 


in the Winter and at Four in the Summer 
they begin to 'dreſs themſelves again, then 


eat Sweetmeats, drink either ſome Choco- 
late or Water cool'd in Ice, and afterwards 


every Body goes where they think fit, and 


indeed they tarry out till Eleven or Twelve 
a- Clock at Night; I ſpeak of People that 
live regularly; then the Huſband and Wife 


go to. bed, a great Table-cloath is ſpread 
all over the Bed. and each faſtens it under 


their Chin. The He and She Dwarfs ſerve 


up Supper, which is as frugal as the Dinner, 
for it is either a Pheaſant- Hen made into a 
Ragouſt, or ſome Paſtry Buſineſs, which 
burns their Mouth it is ſo exceſſively pep- 


per'd; the Lady drinks her Belly-full of 
Water, and the Gentleman very ſparingly 


of the Wine; and when Supper 1s ended 


each goes to ſleep: as well as they can. 


The — 4 or thoſe who SUE 


but few Rules with their Wives, after they 


have been taking the Air in the Prado, 
mn in Summer they go half naked in 


rere 
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their Coaches, I mean, when it is dark, they 
get a light Supper, mount their Horſes, 
and take a Footman behind them ; they do 
this that they may not loſe him, for going 
in the darkeſt Night thro' ſo many Streets 
very quick, how ſhould a Footman be able 
to turn and wind, and follow his Maſter ? 
But they are alſo afraid of being affaulted 
behind, the Footman having no other Care 
than to look about him, 1s as it were the 
Centinel, and ready to defend his Maſter ; 
there may be ſome that will do this, bur 
moſt of them in ſuch Caſes run away, for 
they are not ſtout. This nocturnal Ramble 
is upon the Ladies Account, they then viſit 
them, and to gain an Empire they would 
not neglect that Opportunity; they talk to 
them thro? the Lattices of their Windows; 
ſometimes they go into their Gardens, and 
when. they can into their Chambers; their 
Paſſion is ſo violent, that they will look the 
greateſt Danger in the Face; they will go 
to the very Place where the Huſband ſleeps, 
and I have been told, that they will ſee one 
another Years together, without daring, to 
| ſpeak one Word, for fear of being heard. 
They are ignorant in France what it is to 
love at the rate theſe People are ſaid to love. 
And not to mention the Cares, the earneſt 
Deſires, the Nicety, and the devoting of 
themſelves 1 even to Death (for the Huſ- 
band and the Relations give no Quarter) 
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that which I admire, is their Fidelity and 
Secreſy; it is never known that a Cavallero 
boaſts of having receiv'd Favours from a 
Lady; they ſpeak of their Miſtreſſes with 
ſo much Reſpect and Value, as if they were 
their Sovereigns ; and on the other hand, 
theſe Ladies never deſire to oblige any other 
than their Gallants; they are entirely taken 
up with him, and altho' they cannot ſee 
him in the Day-time, yet they have Oppor- 
tunity to employ ſeveral Hours about him, 
either in writing to, or ſpeaking of him with 
ſome She-Friend, who is privy to the In- 
trigue; or elſe in waiting all the Day long, 
and looking thro? their Lattices to fee him 
go by; in a word, upon all that I have 
been told about theſe Matters, 1 can eaſily 
believe that Love had its Birth in Spain. 


Whilſt the Cavallero's are with their Mi- 
ſt reſſes, their Footmen look after their Hor- 
ſes at ſome diſtance from the Houſe; but 
there are very often unpleaſant Miſchances 
happen to them; for there being no neceſ- 
ſary Places in their Houſes, all Night long 
they throw that out of their Windows which 
Decency hinders me from naming; ſo that 
the amorous Spaniard, who goes ſilently 
along the Street, is many times in a naſty 
Condition from Head to Foot; and tho? at 
his coming out he was curiouſly perfum'd, 
yet he is forc'd to return as faſt as he can to 

8 : change 


* 3 
* * 4 VE 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. 167 


changs his Cloaths; this is one of the great- 
eſt Inconveniences in this City, and which 
renders it ſo ſtinking and filthy, that in the 
Morning one can hardly paſs along the 
Streets; I fay in the Morning, for the Air 
is here fo ſubtile and hot, that all this Na- 
ſtineſs is conſum'd before Noon. When a 
Horſe or any other Animal dies, they throw 
him into the Street where he happens to be, 
tho? it were before the Palace Gare, and the 
next Day you will find him reduc'd to Duſt. 
They are perſuaded, that if they did not 
throw our their Filth and Carrion in this 
manner into their Streets, Madrid would not 
be long without the Plague; and it never 
is there. 

But beſides thoſe Ways that I have men- 
tion'd that Gallants have to ſee their Mi- 
| ſtreſſes, they have yet others; for the La- 

dies viſit one another frequently, and there 
is nothing more eaſy for them than to wear 
à Veil, and by the back Door go into a Chair, 
and be carry'd where they will; and this is 
the more practicabſe, becauſe all the Wo- 
men agree to keep one another's Secrets in- 
violably ; let there be what Difference there 
will amongſt them, and let them be never 
ſo angry one againſt another, yet they never 
open their Lips to make the leaſt Diſcove- 
ry 3 their Diſcretion cannot be ſufficiently 
propicd : it is true indeed, the Conſequences 

0k. would 
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would be more fatal if- they did otherwiſe, 
ſince they make nothing here of dying. 
upon a bare 8 


Aker this manner the Ladies make their 
Viſits to one another. You muſt not go to 
ſee your Friend when you have a mind, you 
muſt tarry till you are defired to come ; 
and the Lady that has a mind to be viſited, _ 
writes a Letter in the Morning and invites 
you. You are carry'd in a Chair, which is 
extreme large every way; and that they 
may be the lighter, they are made only of a 
thin Stuff hung upon a wooden Frame; 
theſe Stuffs are always mix*d with Gold and 
Silver, and are very rich ; they have-in them 
three great Glaſſes, and the Top is made of W 
very thin Leather, lin'd as the reſt; and it 
opens upwards, that ſo one may go in and 
out very conveniently; to every Chair there 
are four Bearers, which relieve one another, 
and a Footman carries the Hat of the fore- 
moſt, for let it be what Weather it will he 4 
muſt not be cover'd before his Miſtreſs. 
The Lady is ſet as faſt in her Chair as a 
Diamond Stone in a Ring; ſhe eicher wears 
no Mantle or Veil then, or if ſhe- does, it 
5 has a black Engliſb Lace fer on it half an Ell 
| deep, very fine and dear; this is becom. 
| ing enough. She has alſo a Coach with 

| our Mules i in thoſe a Traces I have for- 
lt merly 
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merly mention*d, which follows ſoftly after 
the Chair, that is commonly fi1Pd with old 
Gentlemen-Uſhers, and five or ſix Pages, 
for every Body has theſe ; my Banker's 
Wife has two. The Ladies never take any 
of their Women with them ; and tho? ſeve- 
ral of them are going to the ſame Place, yet 
they each of them take a Chair to them- 
ſelves, and do not go together in any one 
FF of their Coaches, I happen'd the other Day 
do be ina Stop there was in a Street, and 
there came by me fifty Chairs, and as many 
Coaches, one after another; they came out 
of the Ducheſs de Frias's, and went to the - 
Ducheſs de Uzeda's Houſe. I'll tell you why 
they went thither, when I have firſt told 
you, that when the Lady is come to her 
Houſe whom ſhe goes to viſit, the Chair- 
men carry her as far as the Anti-Chamber 
the Stairs are made purpoſely very wide and 
low, for the greater Eaſe. As ſoon as ſhe 
is ſet down ſhe ſends away all her People, 
{3 and her Coach, and appoints them what 
Hour to come and fetch her Home, which 
is uſually between Ten and Eleven a-Clock, 
| q for their Viſits are long enough to tire the 
| 


greateſt Patience. 


here never come any Men When they 
are met; a jealous Huſband would have lit- 
title to do to ſeek his Wife among them; he 
would be laugh'd at, and they would not 
[EE vouchſife to give him any other Satisfaction 
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than telling him, That ſbe is where be is not. 
The good Women are cunning enough, and 
they make uſe of this Liberty, for you muſt 
know every Houſe has its Back-doors, by 
which they can ſteal out and never be ſeen ; 


| beſides this, every one has a Brother at her 
Siſter's, a Son at her Mother's, or a Ne- 


phew at her Aunt's; and this is another 
Pretence they make uſe of to ſee their Lo- 
ver. Love in this Country is very ingeni- 


ous; nothing is neglected to gratify their 


Paſſion, and the Milireſs meets with Fide- 
lity. There are Intrigues that laſt one's 


Life, and yet there has not been an Hour's 


Time loſt to accompliſh them; all Oppor- 


tunities are improv'd, and there needs no 


more after ſeeing and liking one another. 

I was ſome Days ago at the Marchioneſs 
d' Alcannizas's ; ſhe is one of the greateſt 
and molt virtuous Ladies of the Court. Diſ- 
courſing of theſe things, ſhe very freely ſaid 
to us, I mult needs confeſs, chat it a Caval- 
lero ſhould be conveniently alone with me 
half an Hour, and did not aſk me all that a 
Man could aſk, I ſhould reſent it fo briſkly, 
that I would ſtab him if I could. And —_—y 


you grant him all the Favours he might aſk 


you? interrupted the Marchioneſs de Liche, 

who is young and handſome. That does not 
follow, reply'd my Lady 4 Acannizas. On 
the contrary, I have. reaſon to believe that 
I ſhould grant him nothing at all; but then 
I could 
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I could not reproach him with any thing; 
whereas if he made no Attempt upon me, 
I ſhonld conclude he deſpiſed me. There are 
few, I believe, but what are of he lame Opi- 
nion 1n this Matter. 

There is one thing I find very odd, and 
not to look well, methinks, in a Catholick 
Kingdom; and that is, the tolerating of 


Men that keep Miſtreſſes ſo openly, with- 


out the leaſt Diſguiſe 3 it is very true that 
they are forbid by the Laws, but they value 


not them, and only obey their own Inclina- 


tions; and yet no Body offers to call them 


to an Account, or to reprove them in the 


leaſt, Theſe Miſtreſſes are FRE Amance- 
bades ; tho' a Man is marry*d, yet he muſt 
have one of theſe Creatures; and often the 
natural Children are brought up with the 
legitimate, in the Sight of the poor Wife, 
who patiently bears all this, without ſo 
much as ſpeaking a Word. It is very ſel- 


dom one hears of any Differences between 


Huſband and Wite, and yet ſeldomer that 
they ſeparate, as in France. Of an infinite 
Number of Perſons that I know here, I 
have only ſeen the Princeſs Duella Rocea, 
who does not live with her Huſband, but in 
a Convent. The Courts of Juſtice are not 
much troubled with domeſtick Quarrels. 

It ſeems extraordinary to me, that a La- 
dy who loves, and is belov'd by a Cavallero, 
is not jealous of his Amancebade ; ſhe looks 


H 2 upon 
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upon her as a ſecond Wife, and believes ſhe 
cannot ſtand in Competition with her; ſo 
that a Man has his Wife, his Amancebade, 
and his Miſtreſs z this laſt is generally a Per- 
| ſon of Quality, it is ſhe that is viſited in the 
Night, and for whom they venture their 
Lives. 

It happens ſometimes that a Lady, co- 
ver'd with a great plain Mantle or Veil, and 


not ſhewing any more of her Face than half 


an Eye, and being ordinarily dreſs'd, be- 
cauſe ſhe would not be known, and having 
no mind to take a Chair, walks a-foot to the 
Place of Rendezvous ; either her being lit- 
tle us*d to walk, or very often her Manner 
and Way diſtinguiſhes her; a Cavallero fol- 
lows, and begins to talk to her ; uneaſy to 


have a Companion which it is hard to get 


rid of, ſhe addreſſes herſelf. to the firſt ſhe 


meets, and without farther Diſcovery of her- 


ſelf, I conjure you, ſays ſhe to him, to hin- 


der this importunate Man to follow me any 
longer, his Curioſity may injure my Affairs. 
This Requeſt amounts to a Command with 


a brave Spaniard; he aſks him againſt whom 


the Lady complains, why he will preſs up- 
on her againſt her Mind? And if he meets 
with an obſtinate Perſon, the Sword muit 
be drawn, and ſometimes they kill each 
other, without knowing for whom they 
haveexpos'd themſelves ; in the mean while 
the Lady makes the beſt of her way, leaves 


them 
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them fighting together, and goes where ſhe 
is expected. But the Jeſt is, that very often 
this proves either to be the Huſband or the 
Brother that aſſerts her Cauſe; and by de- 


fending her from the Purſuit of the Inquiſi- 


tive, gives her an Opportunity to enjoy the 
Embraces of her Gallant. 

Some time ago a young Lady who dearly 
lov'd her Huſband, being inform'd that he 
did not live ſo regularly as he ſhould, diſ- 


guis'd herſelf, put on her Veil, and ftand- 
ing in a Street he us'd often to paſs through, 
ſhe ſpy'd him, and gave him an Opportu- 


nity to ſpeak to her. After he had accoſted 
her, ſhe began to hou him; and it is com- 
monly in. this familiar way that the Women 
in this Country make known their Inclina- 
tions. He made a Propoſal to her, which 


ſhe accepted, but upon condition, that he 
ſhould not be deſirous either to ſee her or 


know who ſhe was; he promis'd he would 
not, and ſo led her to a Friend of his. At 
their parting he aſſur'd her that he thought 
himſelf the happieſt of Men, and that For- 
tune had never been ſo kind to him before; 
and then gave her a very fine Ring, and 
begg*d her to keep it for his Sake. I will 
Keep and love it dearly, and will meet thee 
here again when thou wilt, ſays ſhe to him; 


for J had as good have thy Jewels as ano- 


ther. When ſhe had ended theſe Words, 
ſhe open'd her Veil, and the Huſband ſee- 
HA 3 | ing 
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ing it was his Wife, was in the greateſt Con- 
fuſion imaginable at his Adventure. But he 
conſider'd, that ſince ſhe had ſo well con- 
triv*d the Matter as to get out of her Houſe 
to watch him, ſhe might alſo find a way to 
play him ſome other Trick leſs pleaſant ; 
and therefore to be ſecure of her, he appoint- 
ed two Duenna*s conſtantly to look after "7 
her, and they never after left ger. NJ 

It happens alſo ſometimes, that when a 
Man's Houſe is not near the Place where by 
chance he meets his Miſtreſs, he goes with- 
out Ceremony into the next he comes at, 
Whether he is acquainted there or no; he 
civilly intreats the Maſter to let him have a 
Room to himſelf, becauſe he has now an 
Opportunity to diſcourſe with a Lady, 
which if he loſes, he ſhall not have the like 
in a long time. This is enough to make the 

Maſter grant an Accommodation to the 
Gallant and his Miſtreſs; and ſometimes, 1 
aſſure you, it is the very Wife of the Fool 
that goes away ſo kindly. In a word, they 
will venture ſtrangely for an Opportunity 
of ſeeing each other, tho but for a quarter 

of an Hour. 

IJ remember a French Lady, ann 
of a certain Man to one of her Friends, ſaid, 
Shew me an amorous Man, and I will ſhew you 
one ruin'd, This Maxim is verify'd Tx 
more than in any Place in the World. A 
Lover or a Gallant has nothing that he 7 4 
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call his own. It is no matter whether ſhe ei- 
ther ſees or has a real occaſion for a thing, 
it is ſufficient if ſhe does but barely deſire it 
they are never deny'd any thing; and the 
manner of giving it enhances their Liberali- 
ty. I find them nothing near ſo amicable as 
our Frenchmen, but it is ſaid they know how 
to love at a greater rate; beſides, their Be- 

haviour is a thouſand times more reſpectful; 

nay, this extends ſo far, that when a Man, 
let him be of what Quality he will, preſents 
any thing, or gives a Letter to a Lady, he 
3} Kkneels upon one Knee; and he does the ſame 
when he receives any thing from her Hand. 


Io . 


dies went to the Ducheſs de Uzeda's ; ſhe is 
very amiable, and Daughter to the Dake de 
Offuna; her Huſband has had a Quarrel 
with the Prince de Stillano about a Lady 
which they both love; they drew their 
Swords, and it is like to be an ill Buſineſs ; 
the King has cauſed them to be arreſted ; 


that is, they are not made Priſoners, but 


hae has confin'd them to their Houſes, unleſs 
they privately go abroad in the Night to 
XZ purſue their uſual amorous Pleaſures; and 
that which is ſtrange, the poor Wife muſt 
not ſet her Foot out of Door as long as her 
X Huſband is under theſe Confinements, tho? 
it 1s almoſt conſtantly for ſome Piece of In- 
= AHfidelity he is guilty of towards her. And it 
zs the ſame allo if they are baniſh'd, or ſent 
4 H 4 @ 


N I faid I would tell you why ſo many La- 
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to remain upon ſome of their own Eſtates in 


the Country, which frequently happens; 
im all the time of their Abſence their Wives 
keep Houſe, without ſo much as once going 
abroad. I have been told that the Ducheſs 
de Oſſuna was a Priſoner after this manner 


for above two Years. This 1s the Cuſtom, 
but it makes one's Lite very dull and tedi- 


OUS. 

But it is not only the Sparni/h Ladies who 
are ſo tir'd and uneaſy here, the French find 
but little Diverſion. We are in a few Days 


to go to Aranjuas and Toledo, to kiſs the 


ucen-Mother's Hand. I will write you, 
dear Coulin, the Particulars of that ſmall 
Journey; and I wiſh with all my Soul I 
were in a Condition to give you more eſſen- 
tial Marks of my Affection. 


hom Madrid this 25th 
of July, 1679. | ; 


LETTER 
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LETTER XII. 


my laſt Letter I told you, dear Cou- 
ſin, that we were to kiſs the Queen 


Mother's Hand; I have had this Honour. 


But before I conduct you thither, give me 
leave to tell you of ſomething elſe. I would 
not go from Madrid till I had ſeen the En- 
try of the Marquis de /illars; he made it 
on horſeback, which 1s the Cuſtom here ; 
and if a Man be.handſome it is very advan- 
tageous to him. When the Venetian Ambaſ- 
ſador made his, it was happy for him that 
he was not in his Coach; he had one that 
was worth 12000 Crowns, which in going 
from his Houſe was overturn'd; and as 1t 
was in Winter, the Maree (which is a naſty 
black Dirt that ſtands in great Puddles in 
the Streets, and thro? which a Horſe goes 
up to his Girts) ſo ſpoil'd the Velvet with a 
Gold Ground, and the rich Embroidery it 
was ſet off with, that it could never ſerve 
again. I thought it ſtrange, that for ſuch 
uſual Sights as theſe Entries are, the Ladies 
ſhould all be in their Balconies in their rich 


Apparel, and with the ſame Earneſtneſs as 


if it was to ſee the greateſt King upon 
Earth but they have ſo little Liberty, that 
they are glad to embrace all Occaſions to 


Hz | ſhew 
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ſhew themſelves; and as their Lovers and 
Gallants hardly ever ſpeak to them, ſo they 
take care to place their Coaches as near their 
Miſtreſſes Balcony as they can, that ſo they 
may the more eaſily diſcourſe with them by 
their Eyes and their Fingers. This is a Pra- 
ctice that is very uſeful to them for the un- 
derſtanding one another's Minds, and they 
do it more readily than with their Voice. 
This ſilent Language ſeems to be very diffi- 
cult, unleſs one were long us'd to it; but 
they are early acquainted with it. About 
two Days ſince I ſaw a Girl of about Six 
Years old, and a Boy of the fame Age, 
which underſtood by this way to tell one 
another a thouſand pretty things. Don Fre- 


dierick de Cardoune, who obſerv'd them as 
well as I, but underſtood them far better, 
explain'd to me every thing they ſaid. And 


if he.did not add to the Diſcourſe of theſe 
two Children, one .muſt needs confeſs that 


in this Country they are born for Love and 


Courtſhip. 

The Marchioneſs de Palacios, the Mother 
of Don Fernand de Toledo, is one of my Kinſ- 
woman's beſt Friends; ſhe has a fine Houſe 
call'd Igarica, upon the Banks of Aamara 
and tho? this Lady is now very old, yet ſhe 
never was there, notwithſtanding it is but 
eight Leagues from Madrid. It is not look'd 
upon in this Country to be according to 
Grandeur to go viſit their Lands, except 
I "ney 
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they lie in ſome Principality or ſome City, 


and then they call them by the Name of 
their Sate. I chid this Lady for her Care- 


leſſneſs, and my Kinſwoman engag'd her to 
make one, in the Company of her Daughter 


Donna Margueretta, who is a little Woman, 


pale, fat, and fair ; theſe three Qualities are 
equally rare here, and ſhe is admir'd by eve- 
ry Body that ſees her. The young Marchi- 
oneſs de la Roſa would alſo be of our Com- 


pany 3 her Huſband, with Don Fernand de 
Toledo, Don Sanche Samiento, and Don Eſteve 


de Carvaial, went on horſeback. Don Fre- 


derick de Cardonne would not have fail'd of 
being there too, had not the Archbiſhop of 


Burgos writ for him in all haſte to come to 
him. When he told it me, I deſired him to 
go ſee the fair Marchioneſs de los Rios, alias 


Huelgas; I gave him a Letter for her, in 


which I tax'd her with her Silence, and de- 
fired to know particularly how all things. 
went. We ſet forward in two Coaches the 


Sixth of Auguſt, at Ten a-Clock at Night, 


in the fineſt Weather that could be; the 
Heats were ſo exceflive, that unleſs one 
would venture their Lives it was impoſſible 


to travel in the Day- time; but the Nights 


are cool, and the Coaches are in the Summer 
all open. The Sides of the Coach were 
turn'd up quite round with fine large Hol- 
land Curtains, trimm'd with fine Engliſh 
2 and ty*d with Knots of colour'd 
Ribband ; - 
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Ribband ; and as they often change rhem, 


they look very neat. We went ſo ſwift, that 


] was almoſt dead with fear left ſomething 
about our Coach ſhould break; for it is 
certain that we might have been all kilPd a 
hundred. times over before the Coachman 
would have known any thing of the Matter. 


I fancy they run ſo to make amends for their | 


| ſlow going in Madrid, for even the Foot- 


pace of the Mules is too quick there, be- 


cauſe of the ill Pavement, the Holes, the 
Dirt in Winter, and the Duſt in Summer, 
with which the Streets are extremely trou- 


bled. The Marchioneſs de Palacios wore a 


little Hat trimm'd with Feathers, according 


to the Mode of the Spaniſh Ladies when 


they go into the Country. The Marchioneſs 
de la Roſa look'd very pretty in her ſhort 
cloſe Coat, ſtrait Sleeves, and her other Or- 
naments; upon ſight of which we cry'd out, 
that we thought her muy bizzara; and muy 
de gela, that is, very gallant, and very ſplen- 
a 

It was very odd, methinks, that theſe 
Ladies ſhould oblige us in- three ſeveral 
Places upon the Road to alight out of our 
Coach, and hear the Marchioneſs de la Roſa's 
two Gentlemen play upon the Gittar, whom 
it ſeems they brought on purpoſe; and it 
was pretty comical to ſee theſe Blades 
gallop with their Gittars hanging behind 
their 
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their Backs. This ordinary Conſort of 
Muſick was nevertheleſs raviſhing to them, 

and they were extreamly charm'd with 
the Pleaſantneſs of the Country in ſo fine 
a Night. Indeed, I never ſaw Women ſo 
infinitely fatisfy*'d. Wearriv*d at Aranjuas 
about five a clock in the Morning, and I 
was amazed at its wonderful Situation. Half 
a. League on this ſide the Tagus, we paſs'd 
over a wooden Bridge, which is made to 
ſhut up; and after that, we came into ſome 
Walks of Elm and Lime Trees, which 
were ſo high, green, and ſhady, that the 
Heat of the Sun is never felt. It is an ex- 
traordinary thing to find, ſo near Madrid, 
Trees ſo perfect in their kind; for the Soil 
is very barren, and they will not grow 
there; but yet near Aranjuas one cannot 
perceive this Defect Lſpeak of; for all along 
the Walks, and near the Trees, there are 
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little Pits and Trenches made, into which 
the Water of the Tagus runs, and moiſtens 
the Roots of the Trees. Theſe Avenues 
2 are ſo long, that when one is in the Middle, 


one cannot ſee to the End of them. Several 
Alleys come into theſe, and every way 
make the perfect Figure of a Star. People 
= walk on the Banks of the Tagus and Aamara, 
15 which are two famous Rivers that environ 
1 the Iſland in which Aranjuus ſtands, and 
| which ſapplies it with Water, and extream- 
ly contributes to its Beautifulncils, To 
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ſpeak truly, I never ſaw a more delightful 
Place. I muſt confeſs. the Gardens are too ; 
cloſe, and ſeveral of their Alleys too narrow; | 
bur yet it raviſhes one to walk there; and 
at our coming into them, I fancy'd my ſelf þ 
in ſome enchanted Palace, The Morning 
was cool ; every where the Birds made a 
ſweet Melody, and the Waters a pleaſant 
murmuring Noiſe: The Trees and Hedges 
were loaden with excellent Fruit, and the | 
l Parterres were cover'd with moſt odoriferous 
| Flowers; and I enjoy'd all this in moſt |? 
| pleaſant Company. We had an Order from 
Don John to be lodg'd in the Caſtle ; ſo 
that the Acade receiv'd us with great Civi- 
lity, and was very careful to ſhew us every 
thing that was the moſt remarkable. The 
Fountains are in that number, and there 
are ſo very many of them, that it is im- 
poſſible to paſs through an Alley, to go 
into an Arbor, or upon a Parterre or Terras, 
without taking notice of five or ſix with 
brazen Statues, and marble Baſins. The 
Spouts throw up their Water to a vaſt 
Height; they are not fed from Springs, but 
from the Tagus. Amongſt others, Pll give 
you an Account of the Fountain of Diana : 
It ſtands upon an Aſcent, from whence it is 
ſeen at a great diſtance: The Goddeſs is 
in the midſt, environ'd with Bucks, Does, 
and Dogs, and every one of them ſpouts 
out Water, A little lower is a Circle of 
Myrrh, 
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Myrrh, cut in ſeveral faſhions, and little 
Cupids peeping out half way, who throw 
the Water againſt thoſe Animals which 
ſtand about the Fountain. The Mountain 
of Parnaſſus raiſes up its Head in the midſt 
of a great Pond, with Apollo, the Muſes, 
Pegaſus's Horſe, and a Fall of Water which 
repreſents the River of Helicon. Out of a 
Rock there iſſue a thouſand ſeveral Spouts 
of Water, ſome lanching out, others windin 
in and out, likea Serpent, upon the Surface 
of the Pond ; ſome gliding gently, and 
others, either falling like Flowers in the Air, 
or elſe like Rain. The Fountain of Gany- 
mede's is alſo very pretty: This beautiful 
Child fitting upon Jupiter's Eagle, ſeems 
frighted with its Flight; the Bird fits on 
the top of a Pillar, with its Wings ſpread ; 
he throws out the Water by his Beak and 
his Talons. The Fountain of Mars 1s near 
this. That of the Harpies is fine: They are 
placed upon very high Marble Pillars; atthe 
four Corners they throw out Water every 
way 3 they ſeem to have a mind to drown 
a little Youth, who ſits in the middle of the 
Fountain picking a Thorn out of his Foot. 
But the moſt pleaſant of all is the Fountam 
of Love: This little God ſeems to riſe with 


of which comes out a Spout of Water : 

The chree Graces fit at the Feet of the God of 

Love. But that which is moſt extraordinary 
a de wang 
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ſpeak truly, I never ſaw a more delightful 
Place. I muſt confeſs the Gardens are too N 
cloſe, and ſeveral of their Alleys too narrow; | 
but yet it raviſhes one to walk there; and 
at our coming into them, I fancy'd my ſelf 
in ſome enchanted Palace, The Morning 
was cool ; every where the Birds made a 
ſweet Melody, and the Waters a pleaſant 
murmuring Noiſe: The Trees and Hedges 
were loaden with excellent Fruit, and the 
Parterres were cover'd with moſt odoriferous 
Flowers; and I enjoy'd all this in moſt 
pleaſant Company. We had an Order from 
Don Fobn to be lodg'd in the Caſtle ; fo 
that the Acade receiv*d us with great Civi- 
lity, and was very careful to ſhew us every 
thing that was the moſt remarkable. The 
Fountains are in that number, and there 
are ſo very many of them, that it is im- 
poſſible to paſs through an Alley, to go 
into an Arbor, or upon a Parterre or Terras, 
without taking notice of five or ſix with 
brazen Statues, and marble Baſins. The 
Spouts throw up their Water to a vaſt 
Height ; they are not fed from Springs, but 
from the Tagus. Amongſt others, Pll give 
ou an Account of the Fountain of Diana : 
t ſtands upon an Aſcent, from whence it is 
ſeen at a great diſtance: The Goddeſs is 
in the midſt, environ'd with Bucks, Does, 
and Dogs, and every one of them ſpouts 
out Water. A little lower is a Circle of | 
Myrrh, * 
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Myrrh, cut in ſeveral faſhions, and little 
Cupids peeping out half way, who throw 


the Water againſt thoſe Animals which. 
ſtand about the Fountain. The Mountain 


of Parnaſſus raiſes up its Head in the midſt 


of a great Pond, with Apollo, the Muſes, 
Pe gaſus s Horſe, and a Fall of Water which 
e the River of Helicon. Out of a 
Rock there iſſue a thouſand ſeveral Spouts 
of Water, ſome lanching out, others windin 


in and out, like a Serpent, upon the Surface 


of the Pond; ſome gliding gently, and 
others, either falling like Flowers in the Air, 
or elſe like Rain. The Fountain of Gany- 
mede*s is alſo very pretty: This beautiful 
Child fitting upon Jupiter's Eagle, ſeems 
frighted with its Flight; the Bird fits on 
the top of a Pillar, with its Wings ſpread ; 

he throws out the Water by his Beak and 
his Talons. The Fountain of Mars 1s near. 
this. That of the Harpies is fine: They are 
placed upon very high Marble Pillars; atthe 
four Corners they throw out Water every 
way; they ſeem to have a mind to drown 


a little Youth, who ſits in the middle of the 


Fountain picking a Thorn out of his Foot. 
But the moſt pleaſant of all is the Fountam 
of Love: This little God ſeems to riſe with 


his Body all full of Darts, from every one 


of which comes out a Spout of Water : 
The three Graces fit at the Feet of the God of 
Love. But that which is molt extraordinary 

| | | 18 
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is the Water which falls from four high 
Trees like Fountains, whoſe Noiſe is very 
delightful and ſurprizing, it not being natu- 
ral for Water to come out of Trees. 

I ſhould be afraid to tire you, did I un- 
dertake to tell you the vaſt number of Ca- 
taracts, Falls, and Fountains of Water which 
I have ſeen here; I will only in general aſſure 
you, thatit isa Place worthy the Curioſity 
and Attention of every body. At eight a 
Clock the Sun began to be too hot, and ſome 
went into the Houſe, which comes far 
ſhort of that Beauty it ſhould have, juſtly 
to anſwer all the other things. And when 
the King goes there, thoſe that attend him 


are ſo ill accommodated with Lodging, that 


either he muſt be contented to go there in 
all haſte, and keep his Court little, or elſe 


to go as far as Toledo; for there are only 


two bad Inns, and a very few private Houſes, 
If we had not taken care before-hand for 
Proviſions, even of Bread, I am confident 
we had met with none, unless the Alcade 


would have given us ſome of his. And by 
the way, I'll inform you the Difference 


there's between the Alcade and Alcalde, that 


ſo you may not confound them; the firſt 
Genifies the Governor of a Caſtle or Place, 


and the other a Serjeant. Altho* the moſt 


curious Pictures are at the Eſcurial ; yet I 
found ſome excellent ones in the King's 


Apartment at Aranjuas. It is furniſh'd ac- 
cording 
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The Lady's Travels into Spain, 185 
cording to the Seaſon we are now in, that 
is to ſay, the Walls are all white, have only 
a Mat, that is very fine and thin, about 
three Foot deep, with ſome Looking-Glaſſes 
and Pictures. In this Building there are 
divers little Courts, which take from the 
Grace of it. We eat our Breakfaſt all to- 
gether, and they perſwaded me to eat ſome 
of a Fruit they call Pimento, which is as 
loeg as onc's Finger, but as hot as Pepper, 
the leaſt bit of which puts one's Mouth in 
a Flame; they let it lie ſteeping in Vinegar 
and Salr to get out the Virtue. This Fruit 
is brought into Spain growing upon a Plant; 
and I never ſaw any of it in other Countries 
where I have been. We had an Olio, ſome 
Ragouſts made of cold Partridges, with Oil, 
Canary Wine, fat Pullet and Pigeons, 
which are excellent here, and alſo ſeveral 
ſorts of Fruit, which was extraordinary 
Fare. When this Repaſt, which was worth 


a Dinner, was ended, we went to Bed, and. 


went not a walking till about ſeven a Clock 
in the Evening. The Charms of this Place 
were as new to me, as if I had not ſeen 
them in the Morning; but particularly, I. 
{till adm ir'd the Situation, which indeed ra- 
viſhes, on what Side ſoever one turns one's 
Eyes. The King is there, with half a dozen 
of his Guards, in great Safety, becauſe 
there's nꝗ getting at him but over Bridges, 
which are all drawn up; and the Aamara, 

which 
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which in this Place ſwells the Waters of Ja- 
gus, fortifies Aranjuas. After we had walk*'d 
till ten at Night, we came back into a great 


Hall pav'd with Marble, and ſupported with 


Pillars of the ſame. It was all enlighten'd 


with divers branch'd Candleſticks, and Don 


Eſteve de Carvaial had privately got thither 


ſeveral Muſicians, which was a pleaſant ſort 
of ſurprize to us; at leaſt the Spaniſb Ladies 
and my Kinſwoman were mightily delighted. 
with them. For my part, I thought they 
ſung too much in the Throat; and Divi- 
ſions and Shakes were ſo long, that they 
were tedious; not but that their Voices 
are good; but their manner of ſinging is 
not good; and generally the greateſt part 
in Spain do not ſing as they do in France and 
Italy. When Supper was done, we went to 
the great Canal, where there's a ſmall Galeon 
painted and gilt. We went aboard her, and' 
tarried till two a-Clock in the Morning, and 
then we ſet forward on our Way to Toledo, 

1 took notice, when we came out of 
Aranjuas, that the Ground was all Heath 
and Lign, and yet the Air was perfumed 


with wild and Mother Thyme, with which 


theſe Plains were all covered. They told 


me there were a great many Rabhets, Stags, 


Does, and Fallow-Deer ; but it was not 
rhen their time to appear. Our Converſa- 


tion was for ſome time general; and for two 


Leagues together from Aranjuas I did not 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak one Word to Don Fernand, tho? he far 
ju cloſe by me. But being willing to em- 
ploy the time in thoroughly informing my- 
ſelf about all the Particulars of the cruel In- 
qui/ition, which he had promiſed to acquaint 
me with, I deſired him to let me know ſome- 
thing of It. 
The Inquiſition, ſayshe, hasnot been known 
in Europe but fince the beginning of the 
13th Century. Before that time the Bi- 
ſhops and Civil Magiſtrates enquired after 
 Fereticks, and either condemned them to 
Baniſhment, or to the Forfeiture of their 
Goods and Eſtates ; or elſe to ſome other 
3 Penalties, which never almoſt extended to- 
Deatb. But the vaſt number of Hereſies, 
| which appeared towards the end of the 
; twelfth Age, cauſed that Tribunal to be 
; eſtabliſned. The Pope ſent ſeveral Religious 
: Perſons to the Catholick Princes and Biſhops, 
to exhort them to take an extraordinary 
Care in the Extirpation of Here/tes, and to 
q bring obſtinate Hereticks to Puniſhment. And 
| thus things continued till the Year 1250. 
FI In the Year 1251, Innocent IV. authoriz*d 
1 
| 


the Dominican Friars, with the Aſſiſtance of 
the Biſhops, to take Cognizance of theſe 


, 4 ſort of Crimes. Clement IV. confirmed 
t WF theſe Tribunals in the Year 1265. After- 
3 wards there were ſeveral Courts erected 
in ly, and in the Kingdoms which were 
— Dependants of the Crown of 1 
S uc 
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188 The Lady's Travels into Spain. 
ſuch time that the Inquiſition was eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Kingdoms of Caſtille, in the Reign 
of Ferdinand and Jabel; and after that, in 
Portugal, by King John III. in the Year 
_ 

Jo that time the Inquiſilors had "a limi- 
ted Power ; and it was often conteſted by 
the Biſhops, to whom the Cognizance of 
Heretical Crimes belonged. According to 
the Canons, it was contrary to the Rules of 
the Church for Prieſts: to ſentence any Cri- 
minals to Death, much more for thoſe 
Crimes which the. Civil Laws often puniſh- 
ed with far leſs ſevere Penalties. But an- 
tient Right yeilding to- new Power, the 
Dominician Friars by the Pope's Bulls have 
been, for theſe two Ages, in Poſſeſſion of 


thisextraordinary Juriſdiction, from which 


the Biſhops have been excluded. The In- 
quifitors now only wanted the Authority of 
the Prince to, enable them to execute their 
Sentences. Before Jſabella of Caſtille came 
to the Crown, the Dominican, Fobn de Tor- 
quemada, her Confeſſor, and afterwards Car- 


dinal, made her promiſe him to perſecute all 


Infidels, and Hereticks, as ſoon as it ſhould 
be in her Power to do ſo. She prevailed over 
Ferdinand, her Huſband, to obtain, in the 


Tear 1483, Bulls from Pope Sixtus IV. to 


conſtitute an Inquiſitor General over the 
Kingdoms of Arragon and Valentia ; for 
theſe two Kingdoms were his Fee held in 


Catite. 
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The Lady's Travels into Spain. 189 
Capite. And it is to be noted that Ferdi- 
nand diſpoſed of the Places in his Eſtates, 
and Jabel of thoſe that were in hers. But 
the Queen got this Place for Torquemada. 
Afterwards the Pope extended his Juriſdi- 
ction over all the States and Countries of the 
Catholice Kings; and then Ferdinand and 
Jabel eſtabliſhed a ſupreme Council of the 
Inquiſition, of which they made him Preſi- 
dent. It is compoſed of an Inquiſitor General, 
(who is nominated by the King of Spain, 
and confirmed by the Pope); of five Coun- 
ſellors, whereof one 1s to be a Dominican, 
by a Privilege granted to this Order, in 
the Year 1616, by Philip III. of a Procura- 
tor, two Secretaries of the King's Chamber, 
two Secretaries of the Council, an Alguazil 
Major, a Receiver, two Reporters, and 
two Qualificators and Conſulters. The 
Number of the Familiars and ſmall Officers 
is very great; becauſe all that belong to 
the Inquiſition being not ſubject to, or try- 
able by any other Juriſdiction, ſhelter them- 
ſelves from the ordinary Courts of Juſtice. 
The Supreme Council hath a full and 
ſole Authority over the other Inquiſitions: 
which cannot perform any Auto or Execu- 
tion, without Leave from the Great and 
General 1:qui/itor, The particular Inquiſi- 
tors are thoſe of Seville, Toledo, Granada, 
Cordoua, Cuenca, Valladolid, Murcia, Denenno, 
Largo; 8. James, Saragoſſa, Valentia, Bar- 
celona, 
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190 The Lady's Travels into Spain. 
celona, Majorca, Sardinia, Palermo, Canaries, 
Mexico, Cartagena and Lima. 

Every one of theſe Inquiſitions is compos d 
of three Inquiſilors, three Secretaries, one 
Alguazil Major, and of three Receivers, 

ualificators and Conſulters. g 

All Perſons that take any of theſe Em- 
ploy ments upon them, are obliged to make | 
out their Proofs De Cauſa Limtia; that is, 
that their Family is not ſtained with, any 
thing of Fudaiſin, or Hereſy, and that they 
are Calholicks from the beginning. 

The Proceedings of this Tribunal are 
very unuſual. A Man is arreſted and lies 
in Priſon, without knowing the Crime he 
is accuſed of, or the Witneſſes which depoſe 
againſt him. He cannot come out thence, 
unleſs he will own the Fault, of which 
often he is not guilty, and which the De- 
ſire of Liberty forces him to confeſs; for 
they do not put one to Death for the firſt 
time; but then the Family is marked for 
Infamy, and this firſt Judgment makes the 
Perſons uncapable of any Employment. 

There's no confronting of Witneſſes, nor 
any means for a Man to defend himſelf; 
becauſe this Tribunal, above all things, af- 
fects an inviolable Secreſy. It proceeds | 
againſt Hereticks, but chiefly againſt Fu- 
aaizing Chriſtians, and ſecret Mahometans, 
of whom the Expulſion of Jes and Moors 
by Ferdinand and Jſabel has fill'd Spain. 

£ The 
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The Severity of this Court was ſo exceſ- 
ſive, that the Inquiſitor Torquemada try*d 
above 100000 Perſons, of which 6000 were 


condemn'd to be burn'd, in the Compaſs of 
44 Tears. 


It is pretended that the Sight of ſo many 


Criminals condemn'd to ſo terrible a Death, 


without any regard either to their Sex or 
Quality, confirms and keeps the People in 
the Romiſh Religion; and that it is the In- 
quiſitor alone that has hinder'd the wickedeſt 
Hereſies from ſpreading themſelves in Spain, 
even in that time when all Europe beſides 
was infected with them; for this reaſon the 
Kings have given ſuch arbitrary Authority 
to this Tribunal, which is called the Tyibu- 
nal of the holy Office. 

The general Acts of the Inquiſition, which 
by the greateſt Part of Europe are look'd 
upon only as a bare Execution of Criminals 
among the Spaniards, are eſteem'd a religious 


Ceremony, by which his Catholic Majeſty 


gives publick Proofs of his Zeal. tor Reli- 
gion; and therefore are calPd by them Au- 
70s de Fe, Als of Faith. Commonly they 
are perform'd either at the Acceſſion of the 
Kings to the Crown, or at their coming to 
Age, that ſo they may be the more authen- 
tick. The laſt was in the Year 1632, and 
there is now one making ready for the King's 
Marriage, As there has not been one of a 
long time; ſo there are great Preparations 

making 
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192 The Lady's Travels into Spain. 
making to render this as ſolemn and as mag- 
nificent as it 1s poſſible for thoſe Sorts of 


Ceremonies to be. One of the Counſellors 


of the Inquiſition has already drawn a Pro- 
ject of it, which he has ſhew'd me. Here 


are the Contents of it. 


In the great Place at Madrid there ſhall be 
a Theatre erected 30 Foot long; it ſhall be 
rais'd as high as the Balcony deſign'd for 
the King, and no higher. 

On the Right-fide of the King's Balcony, 
quite croſs the Theatre, there ſhall be rais'd 


an Amphitheatre of 25 or 30 Steps, deſign'd 


for the Council of the Inguiiſition, and the 
other Councils of Spain; on the uppermoſt 

of which ſhall be plac'd the Chair under a 
Canopy for the General Inquiſitor, a great 
deal higher than the King's Balcony, On 
the Left of the Theatre and the King's Bal- 
cony there ſhall be another Amphitheatre, 
as big as the firſt, upon which the Crimi- 


nals all be plac'd. 


In-the middle of the * Theatre there 
ſhall be rais'd another very little one, on 
which ſhall be made two Cages, where the 
Criminals ſhall be kept while their Sentence 
is reading. 

There ſhall be likewiſe plac'd upon the 
great Theatre three Chairs for the Readers 
of the Judgment, and for the Preacher, be- 
fore whom there ſhall be an Altar rech 

The 
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The Places for their Catholic Majeſties 
ſhall be ſo order'd, that the Qveen ſhall be 


on the Left-hand of the Mug, and on the 


Right of the 2yeen-Meother. All the Queen's 


Ladies of Honour ſhall take up the reſt of 
the Length every way of the ſame Balcony. 


There ſhall be other Balconies prepar'd for 
the Ambaſſadors, Lords and Ladies of the 
Court, and Scaffolds for the People. 


The Ceremony ſhall begin by a Proceſ- 
ſion from St. Mary's Church. A hundred 


Charcoalmen, arm'd with Pikes and Muſ- 
kets, ſhall march before, becauſe they pro- 


vide the Wood which is to burn thoſe that 
are condemn'd to the Fire; next them ſhall 


follow the Dominicans, with a white Croſs 
carry'd before them. The Duke de Medina 


Celi ſhall carry the Standard of the Inquiſi- 
tion, according to a Privilege that is here- 


ditary to his Family: ; this Standard is of 


red Damaſk, on one ſide of it is repreſented 


a naked Sword in a Crown of Laurel, and 


on the other the Arms of Spain. | 
After that ſhall be carry'd a green Croſs, 


_ wrapt about with black 2 Ticks and after it 


ſhall march ſeveral Grandes, and other Per- 


ſons of Quality of the Inguiſition, cover'd 
with black Cloaks, that have black and 
white Croſſes upon them, embroider'd with 


Gold Thread. The March ſhall be brought 


up by fifty Halberdeers or Guards to the 
Inquiſition, cloath'd in black and white, and 


Vor. II. by com- 
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commanded by the Marquis de Pouar, he- 


reditary Protector of the Iuguiſition of the 
Kingdom of Toledo. 
After the Proceſſion has in this Order 


paſs'd by the Palace, it ſhall come to the 


great Place; the Standard and the green 
Croſs ſhall be fix'd upon the Altar, and the 


Dominicans only ſhall remain upon the The- 


atre, and ſpend part of the Night in ſinging 
Pſalms; and as ſoon as Day breaks they 
ſhall celebrate ſeveral Maſſes upon the Altar. 

The King, the Queen, and the Queen- Mo- 


ther, and all the Ladies, muſt be in their 
Balconies about Seven a-Clock in the Morn- 


ing; at Eight the Proceſſion ſhall begin to 
march, as it did the Day before, by the Com- 
pany of Charcoal-men, who ſhall place 

themſelves on the Left-hand of the King's 
Balcony, the Right ſhall be for his Guards ; 
afterwards ſeveral Men ſhall bear certain 


Paſtboard Effigies as big as the Life, ſome 


of them repreſenting thoſe that dy*d in Pri- 
ſon, whoſe Bones ſhall alſo be e in 
Coffers, with Flames painted round them; 
and the reſt ſhall repreſent thoſe who have 
eſcap'd, and who have been condemn'd for 
Contumacy ; theſe Figures ſhall be plac'd 
at one End of the Theatre after that their 
Sentence ſhall be read, and they ſhall be ex- 
ecuted. Burt I ſhould tell e, added he, that 


the Supreme Council of the Inguiſition is 


more abſolute than all the others; it is be- 
liev'd 
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liev'd that the King himſelf has not Power 
to releaſe thoſe who ſhall be accus'd before 
it, becauſe this Tribunal acknowledges the 
Pope only to be above it; and that there 
has been a time when, upon ſome Occaſions, 
the King's Power was found too weak to 
contend with that of the Inquiſition. Don 
Diego Samiento is Inquiſitor-General, he is a 
mighty honeſt and good Man, and 1s about 
60 Years of Age. The King nominates the 
Preſident of the Inquiſition, and his Holineſs 
confirms him; but as for the Inquiſitors, the 


| Preſident propoſes them to the King; and 


after he has approv'd of them, he then puts 
them in their Places. 


This Tribunal takes cognizance of ever 
thing concerning the Faith, and it is abſo- 
lutely inveſted both with the Pope's and the 
King's Authority; there is no appealing 
from its Judgment; and the 22 Tribunals 
of the Inquiſition, which are in all the Eſtates 
of Spain, and which depend upon this at 
Madrid, every Month render an Account 
to it of their Finances and Revenues, and 
every Year of their Cauſes and Criminals; 
but thoſe of the Indies, and the other diſtant 
Places, only give an Account at the End of 
every Year. As to the Places of theſe infe- 
rior Tribunals, they are filPd by the General 


Tuquiſitory, with the Approbation of the 
_ Counſellors. It would be pretty difficult to 
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be able preciſely to reckon up the Number 
of the Officers which belong to the Inqui- 
ſition, for in Spazn alone there are about 
22000 Familiars of the holy Office; they are 


call'd by this Name, becauſe they are as it 


were Spies ſcatter'd up and down every 
where, which are continually giving true or 
falſe Information to the Inquiſition ; upon 
which thoſe are ſeiz*d and taken up whom 
they accuſe. 


Whilſt with the greateſt Attention I was 
liſtening to Don Fernand, the Marchioneſs 
Ae Palacios interrupted us, to let us know 
that we were come near Toledo ; and that 
certain old Ruins of an ancient Caſtle, which 
we ſaw upon our Left-hand, were thoſe of 
an enchanted Palace. I ſeem'd to Don Fer- 
nand to doubt of what ſhe affirm'd; upon 
which he ſaid, you may 'think what you 
pleaſe 3 but certain it is, that there is for it 
a very ancient Tradition in this Country; 
and moreover, they pretend that there was 
a Cave ſhut up, and a Prophecy which 
threaten'd Spain with the greateſt Miſeries 
whenever this Cave was open'd. Every 


Body terrify'd with this Threat, had no 
mind to draw upon themſelves the ſaid Ef- 


fects; ſo that this Place did for ſeveral Ages 


remain very cloſe. But Don Rodrigue the 


King, leſs credulous, or more curious, caus'd 


it to be open'd; upon which there were 


heard 
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heard moſt terrible Noiſes. Every Body 
thought that the very Elements themſelves 
were going into Confuſion, there was ſo vio- 
lent a Tempeſt. This did not hinder him 
from going into it, where by Light of ſeve- 
ral Flambeaus he ſaw the Figures of divers 
Men, whoſe Cloaths and Arms were very 
ſtrange ; there was one held a Copper Blade 
in his Hand, and upon it was writ in Arabick, 


that the Time drew near for the Deſolation 


of Spain, and that the Perſons whoſe Statues 
were there would e' er long come. It never 
was in any Place, ſaid I ſmiling, where they 
rely d ſo much on fabulous Tales as they do 
in Spain. Say rather, reply'd he, that 
there never was any Woman ſo incredu- 
lous as you 3 and in telling you this Sto- 
* ry, I did not think I ſhould alter your 
judgment; but as much as one can be 


EC 


* 


aſſur'd of a thing by the Teſtimony of 


„Men, this Story is credible.”? 


It was now light enough very plainly to 
obſerve all the Charms of the Country ; we 
paſs'd the Tagus over a very great and fine 


Bridge, of which I had heard, and a little 


after diſcover*d Toledo, all ſurrounded with 
Hills and Rocks, which command it; there 
are very neat Houſes built amongſt thoſe 
Hills, deſign'd for the Pleaſure of Solitude; 
the Arehbiſhop of Toledo has one there, whi- 


ther he goes often; the City ſtands upon 
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the Rock, the Unevenneſs of which in divers 
Places contributes to make it high and 
low; the Streets are narrow, ill pav'd, and 
troubleſome, which is the reaſon that all the 
People of Quality go there either in Chairs 
or Litters; and as we were in a Coach, we 
took up our Quarters in the Placa Major, 
becauſe that is the only Part to which one 
can paſs with a Coach; as ſoon as we were 
arriv'd, we alighted at the Hoſpital of Fi- 
ra, which ſtands in the Suburbs, whoſe 
Buildings conſiſt of three Sides, within 


which is a great ſquare Court, and the 


Church makes up the fourth Side, and there 
we heard Maſs. This Hoſpital was built by 
an Archbiſhop of Toledo, whoſe Monument 
and Statue in Marble are in the midit of the 
Body of the Church. . The Walls of the 
City were rebuilt by the Moors; on the 


Sides ſtand a great many little Towers, 
which heretofore ſerv'd to defend it; and 


it would be a ſtrong Place, being almoſt en- 
compaſs'd with the Tagus, and having ex- 
treme deep Ditches, did not the adjacent 
Hills command it, from whence it were eaſy 

to batter it down. It was not Eight a- Clock 


when we got thither, and we would ſpend 


the reſt of the Morning in ſeeing the Church, 
which, as it is ſaid, is the fineſt in Europe; 
the Spaniards call it holy, whether it is upon 
the Account of the Relicks which are there, 
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or for ſome other Reaſon,. which they did 
not tell me, I know not; if it was as long 
and as high as it is broad, it would be much 
better; it is beautify*d with divers Chapels 
as big as Churches; they all ſhine with Gold 
and Paintings ; the chief of which are, thoſe 
of the Virgin, St. Fames, St. Martin, Car- 
dinal Sandoval, and the Conſtable de Luna x 
in the Choir I ſaw a Niche, or hollow Place, 
from whence it is pretended there iſſuꝰd out 
for ſeveral Days together a Spring of Wa- 
ter, which the Soldiers and Citizens drank 
during the Time they maintain'd the Sieges 
againſt the Moors, when they were half dead 
with Thirſt ; for, without digreſſing from 
my Subject, I muſt tell you, that in the City 
there is not ſo much as a Well or a Spring, 
and that they fetch all their Water from the 
Tagus, which is ſo very troubleſome, that 
one would wonder how Toledo comes to be 
ſo full of People as it is. Near the Entrance 
into the Church there is a Marble Pillar, 
which they reverence, becauſe the holy Vir- 
gin appear'd upon it to St. Apbonſus; it is 
inclos'd with an Iron Gate, and thro' a lit- 
tle Window they kiſs it; upon it is writ, 
Adorabimus in loco ubi ſteterunt pedes ejus. Be- 
tween every Canon's Seat there is a Marble 
Pillar; and the Sculpture of the Church is 
fine, and curiouſly wrought: I was amaz'd 

when I ſaw the Treaſury. There muſt be 30 
l4 Men 
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Men to carry the Tabernacle upon Certus 
Chriſti- Day; it is made of Silver gilt, and 
there are exquiſitely wrought upon it ſeve- 
ral Spires of Steples, with abundance of An- 
gels and Cherubims ; within this there 1s al- 
ſo another of maſſy Gold, and ſuch a vaſt 
Quantity of precious Stones, that their Va- 
lue is ineſt imable; the Chaltices, the Patines, 
and the Pyxes, are no leſs beautiful; indeed 
every thing ſhines there with great Dia- 
nonds and oriental Pearls; the Sun, where 
the holy Sacrament 1s kept, the Crowns and 
Robes of the Virgin, are the molt ſplendid 
Things that I ever faw in my Days; but 
indeed this Archbiſhoprick is ſo very rich, 
that it is but juſt every thing ſhould be an- 
{werable to it. I have told you, dear Couſin, 
that the Archbiſhop of Burgos inform'd me 
that the Biſhoprick of Toledo had 350000 


Crowns a Year; I muſt now add, that the 


Revenue of the Church it ſelf is 100000 
Crowns; Forty Canons, who have ever 
one 1000 Crowns; the Grand Archdeacon 
40000; three Archdeacons, the firſt of which 
has 15000 3 the ſecond 12000; and the 
third 10000 ; and the Dean 10000 Crowns 
a:Year. 

There is beſides, an infinite Number of 
Chaplains, Clerks of the Chapel, and other 
Perſons, to whom daily Allowances are g1- 
ven. 


There 
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There is the Chaplain Major of the Cha- 
pel de los Rios, who enjoys 12000 Crowns a 


Lear; and Six others that are under him 


have 1000 Crowns per Annum. 


After we had ſpent a great deal of Time 
in conſidering the fine T hings with which 


this Court was filPd, we reſolv'd to return 


to our Inn, where we had left our Coach ; 
and juſt when we were going away there 
came to us an Almoner, and a Gentleman 
that belong'd to Cardinal Portocarrero, who 
ſent them to compliment us, and to aſſure 


us, that by no means we muſt lodge any 
where elſe than at the Archbi/hop's Palace; 


they chiefly addreſs'd themſelves to the 
Marchioneſs de Palacios, who was near a- 
kin to him, and who earneſtly deſired us to 
go thither; we excus'd ourſelves upon our 


being in ſuch Diſorder, not having ſlept 


that Night, and being in an Undreſs ; ſhe 
order*d her Son to go to the Cardinal, and 


to beg him to accept our Excuſes. Don 


Fernand Yeturn'd in a Moment, attended 
with abundance of Pages, ſome of which 
brought Umbrello's of Gold and Silver 
Brocade; he told us, that his Eminence 
mightily deſir'd we would go to his Houſe, 
and that he had ſhew'd ſo much Concern at 
our Refyſal, that indeed he had promis'd 

; 13 to 
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to bring us; and thereupon he commanded 
them to bring Umbrello's to defend us from 
the Sun; and that they had. water*d the 
Place which we were to croſs from the 
Church to the Palace; and immediately we 
ſpy'd two Mules drawing a little Cart, in 
which there was a Tub full of Water; and 
we were told, that as oft as the Cardinal was 


to come to the Church, it was the Cuſtom 
to water the Way. 


The Archbiſhop*s Palace is very ancient 
and large, moſt richly furniſh'd, and every 
way ſuitable to the Perſon that poſſeſſes | It 3 
we were conducted into a very fine Apart- 
ment, where immediately they brought us 
Chocolate, and afterwards all Sorts of Fruits, 
Wine, Water, and other Liquors, cool'd 
with Ice. We were ſo ſleepy, that after we 
had eaten a little, we begg'd the Marchio- 
neſs de Palacios to ſee the Cardinal, and to 
excule us to him if we deferr'd giving our- 
ſelves that Honour, for that we were not 
able any longer to live without Sleep; and 
indeed the young Marchioneſs de la Roſa, 
my Kinſwoman, and myſelf, choſe to go 
to: bed; and in the Evening we dreſs'd our- 
ſelves to ſee the Queen-Molber. The Mar- 
chioneſs de Palacios, who had always been 
extremely devoted to her, went to the Al- 
cacar, which is the Name of the Caſtle, and 
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made her a Viſit whilſt we flept; fo that 
ſhe told her, ſhe would give us Audtence at 
Eight a-Clock in the Evening. That was 


the firſt time I was dreſs'd according to the 
> Mode. 


I do not think there is a more trouble- 
ſome Dreſs ; one's Shoulders muſt be fo 
ſqueez'd, that! it hurts one; there is no lift- 
ing up one's Arm, hardly can you get it 
into the Sleeve. I had on a Fardingal of a 
dreadful Bigneſs (for one muſt wear that in 
the Queen's Preſence); I knew not what to 
do with myſelf with this ſtrange Invention, 
there is no ſitting down in it; and I believe 


if I ſhould wear it all my Life I ſhould 
never be reconcil'd to it. My Head was 


dreſs'd after the Melene Faſhion, that is, 
the Hair all ſpread over the Neck, and ty'd 
at the end with ſome nonpareil Ribband ; 


this is a great deal hotter than a Patine; ſo 


that being now in the Month of Auguſt, and 
in Spain, you may eaſily gueſs how I paſs'd 
away my Time; but this being a ceremo- 
nial Dreſs of the Head, there was nothing 
to be omitted on ſuch an Occaſion ; beſides, 
I wore their Pattens, which are fitter to“ 
break one's Neck than to walk with. When 
we were all in a Condition to appear, for 
my Kinſwoman and my Daughter were 
both alſo dreſs'd after the Spaniſh Faſhion, 

| we 
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we were led into a Chamber of State, where 
the Cardinal came to ſee us; his Name is 
Don Lewis Portocarrero, he may be about 
42 Years old; he is very civil, of a ſweet, 
complaiſant Temper, and hath well learn'd 
the polite Breeding of the Court of Rome; 
he ſtay*d an Hour with us, and afterwards 
there was ſerv'd up to us a very plentiful. 
Meal, but every thing was ſo full of Am- 
ber, that I never taſted any Sauces ſo rich 
and leſs pleaſant; I fancy'd myſelf at this. 
Table like Tantalus, in the midſt of Victuals 
and yet ſtarv'd with Hunger, becauſe I 
could not eat; for either all the Meat was. 
perfum'd, or elſe full of Saffron, Garlick, 

Onions, Pepper and Spices; but with: 
ſearching about I found ſome Jellies and 
white Meats, which were admirable, and 
with which I ſav'd myſelf harmleſs. There 
was alſo brought to Table a Ham of Bacon, 
which came from the Frontiers of Por/z- 
gal, and which is better than either thoſe 
they boaſt ſo much of at Bayonne, or thoſe 
of Mentz ; but it was ſpread all over with. 
certain little Comfits, which in France we 
call Non-pareil, the Sugar of which melt- 
ed in the Fat; it was drawn full of Le- 
mon - Peel, which abated much of its 
Goodneſs. The Fruit was the beſt and 
pleaſanteſt thing one could ſee, for whole- 
Trees, with their F rut, were ic'd over 
| With. 
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with Sugar after the Lalian way; youll 


ealily believe the Trees were not very big. 
There were Orange Trees thus nies : 


with little artificial Birds faſtened in them; 


There were likewiſe Cherry-trees, Raſberry 
and Gooſebury-Buſhes, and others ſer in. 


little Caſes of Silver. 


We did not fit long at Table ; beak 
the Hour for feeing the Queen was near. 
We were carried thither in Chairs, though 
it is a pretty diſtance, and very much up 
Hill; for the Alcacar is built upon a Rock 
of prodigious Height, and the Froſpect 
is admirable. Before the Gate there is a 
very wide Place. Afterwards one comes, 
into a Court an hundred and ſixty Foot 
long, and a hundred and thirty broad, 
adorned with two Rows of Piazza's. Ten 
Rows of the Pillars, which made the 
Length, were all of one entire Stone; and 
the Breadth had eight Rows of Pillars; 
and this made a fine Show. But that 


which pleaſes much better, is the Stair- 


caſe at the bottom of the Court, which is: 
an hundred and thirty Foot wide, like the 
Court. After one has gone up ſome Steps, 
it parts in two; and to ſpeak the Truth, I 
believe it is one of the faireſt in Europe. 
We went through a great Gallery, and vaſt 
Apartments, but met in them fo few 
People, that it did not look as if one could 
have met with the Queen Mother of Spain 
there. 
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there. She was in a great Hall, whofe 
Windows were all open, and which had a 
Proſpect to the Valleys, and the River. The 
Hangings, Cuſhions, Carpets, and Canopy, 
were all of grey Cloath. The Queen was 
ſtanding and leaning upon a Balcony, ha- 
ving in her Hand a great pair of Beads. 
When ſhe ſaw us, ſhe turned towards us, 


and received us with a Countenance merry 


enough. We had the Honour to kiſs her 
Hand, which 1s little, lean, and white. 
She is very pale, her Complexion pure, 
her Face a little long and flat. Her Looks 
are agreable, and her Stature is of a 
middle Size. She was dreſs'd as all the 
Widows in Spain are, that is, like a Nun, 
without ſo much as one Hair appearing. 
And there are many (though ſhe is not of 


that Number) that cauſe all their Hair to 


be cut off, when they loſe their Huſbands, 
for a greater Expreſſion of their Grief. | 
obſerved that her Gown was tucked up 
quite round, that ſo it might be let down 
as it wears out; yet I do not believe ſhe 


_ practiſes this; 
the Country. She aſked me how long I 


had been come from France, and I gave her 


an Account. She enquired if they diſcours'd 
then of a Marriage between her Son and 
Madamoiſelle d' Orleans; and I told her no. 
Then ſhe ſaid ſhe would ſhew me her Pi- 
cture, which was drawn trom that the King 

her 


but ſuch is the Faſhion of 
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her Son had ; and ſhe bid one of her Ladies, 
who was an old Duenna, and very ugly, 
bring it. It was drawn in Water Colours, 
in the bigneſs of one's Hand; in a Box 
covered with black Sattin, and lined with 
green Velvet. Do you find, ſays ſhe, that 


it is like her? 1 aſſured her, that there 
were not any of her Features; for indeed 


it ſeemed to fquint, the Face was awry, 
and nothing could leſs reſemble a Princeſs ſo 
perfect as Madamoiſelle. She aſked me whe- 
ther ſhe was more or leſs handſome than 
this Picture. I told her, that ſhe was 
handſomer beyond compariſon. ** The 
King my Son then, replied ſhe, will be 
% pleaſantly cheated ; for he believes this 
Picture is juſt like her, and no body can 
ebe better ſatisfied than he is with her. 
* For my part, her Eyes, that look aſkew, 
«© were troubleſome to me; but to comfort 
«© my felf, I conſidered that ſhe had a great 
“ ſhare of Wit, and divers other good 
% Qualities, Do not you remember, ſays 
ſhe to the Marchioneſs de Palacios, to 
* have ſeen my Picture in the late King's 
© Chamber? Tes, Madam, anſwer'd the 
Marchioneſs, and very well remember 
* alſo, that as ſoon as we ſaw your Ma- 
„ jeſty, we all wondered extreamly, why 
©* the Painter would do you ſo much 
** wrong,” That's what I would have ſaid 
to you, reply*d ſhe; for when I arrived 
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here, and caſt my Eyes upon that Pi- 
„ Eture which they ſaid was made for me, I 
in vain try'd to believe it; but I could 
not do it.“ A little She Dwarf, but 
thick as a Tun, and no taller than a good 
big Muſhroom, cloathed all in gold and 
filver Brocade, with long Hair hanging 
down to her Feet, came in; and kneeling 
before the Queen, ask'd her if ſhe would 
pleaſe to have Supper. Upon which we 
offered to withdraw, but ſhe told us, we 
might follow her, and ſhe went into a Par- 
lour all of Marble. She ſat down to Table 
all alone, and we all ſtood round her. Her 
Maids of Honour, with the Camarera Ma- 
for, who looked very ſad, came to wait on 
her. I ſaw ſome of them, which methinks 
were very handſome. They talked to the 
M archioneſs de Palacios, and told her, that 
they were horribly tired with that ſort of 9 
Life, and that they lived at Toledo as if they 
were in a Deſart. Theſe were called Damas | % 
de Palacio, and they wear Pattens; but for 
the little Menines, they wear Shoes quite 
flat. The Menines are Children of the 
higheſt Quality, and neither wear Cloa 
nor Sword. | B 
There were ſeveral Diſhes brought be- 
fore the Queen. The firſt were Melons 
cooled with Ice, and ſome Sallads and Milk, 
of which ſhe eat plentifully, before ſhe 
touched. any of the Fleſh, which looked 
| ill 
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ill enough. She does not want a Stomach 
and ſhe drank a little pure Wine, ſaying, 
that was to digeſt her Fruit. When ſhe 
called for Drink. the firſt Meine brought 
her a Cup covered upon a valver, and, kneel- 
ing, gave it to the Camarera, who alſo 
kneeled when the Queen took it from her 


Hands; And on the other fide, a Lady of 


the Palace preſented upon Knee a Napkin 
to the Queen to wipe her Mouth with. 


She gave ſome dryed Sweet-meats to Donna 


Marguerita de Palacios, and to my Daughter, 
ſay ing to them, they mult not eat much of 
ſuch things, becauſe they ſpoiled the Teeth 


of young Girls. She asked me divers times 


how the Moſt Chriſtian Queen did, and 
how She diverted herſelf. She ſaid, that 
ſhe had lately ſent her ſome Boxes of Am- 
ber, Paſtils, ſome Gloves, and ſome Cho- 
colate. She was above an Hour and half 
at Table, ſpeaking little, but ſeemed mer- 
ry enough. We deſired to know her Com- 
mands for Madrid; whereupon ſhe expreſ- 
fed a great deal of Kindneſs and Civility, 
and after that we took our Leave of her. 
It cannot be denied that this Queen has 
abundance of Underſtanding, as well as 
Courage and Virtue, to take as ſhe does ſo 
tedious a Baniſnment. 

IJ muſt not forget to tell you, that the 
firſt Menins brings the Queen's Pattens, and 
puts them on. This is fo great an Honour 

in 
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in this Country, that they would not change 
it for the beſt Place belonging to the Crown. 
When the Ladies of the Palace marry, 
and with the Queen's Conſent, ſhe adds 
to their Portions fifty thouſand Crowns; 
and commonly ſome Government, or Vice- 
royalty, 15 given to their Huſbands. 

When we came back to the Cardinal's 
Houſe, we found a Theatre prepared in a 
mighty great Room, and abundance of La- 
dies on one fide, and Cavallero's on the 
other. And that which ſeemed pretty odd 
to me, was a Damask Curtain, which was 
drawn all the Length of the Room to the 
very Theatre, and ſo hindred the Men 
and the Women from ſeeing one another. 
They only ſtayed for us, to begin the Co- 
medy of Pyramus and Thiſbe. This was a 
new Play, but the worſt that I have yet 
ſeen in Spain. Afterwards the Comedians 
danced very well, and the Diverſion laſted 
till after two a-Clock in the Morning. 
There was given a ſtately Supper in a 
great Hall, where there were divers Tables ; 
and when the Cardinal had placed us, he 
went back to the Cavellero's, who had the 
fame things on their ſide as we had. There 
was an excellent Halian Conſort of Mu- 
ſick ; for his Eminence had brought with 
him Muſicians from Rome, to whom he 
gave large Penſions. It was ſix a-Clock 
in the Morning before we could retire to 
. Our 
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our Apartments; and as there were divers 


things for us yet to ſee, inſtead of going to 


Bed we went to the Placa Major, which 
they call Secodebet; the Houſes which envi- 


ron it are of Brick, and all uniform, with 


Balconies; it is of a round Figure, and has 
Piazza's about it, under which People 
walk ; and this is a fine Place. We went 
back to the Caſtle, to view it better and 
more leiſurely; the Building is after the 
Gothick Faſhion, and very ancient; and 
there is ſomething in it that looks ſo great, 
that 1 do not wonder that Charles V. had ra- 
ther have liv*d there than in any other City 
under his Obedience; it contains in a Square 
four great Apartments, with their ſeveral 
Wings and Pavilions; there is room e- 
nough conveniently to lodge the whole 
Court of a great King. We were ſhew'd a 
Machine, that was very ſtrange before it 
was broken ; it was to draw up the Water 
from the Tagus, and to make it riſe to the 
Top of the Alcacar; the Houſe where it 
ſtood is yet whole, tho? it be ſeveral Ages 
fince it was built; there are above 500 Steps 
from it to the River-ſide ;. when the Water 

was come into the Receiver, it ran by cer- 
tain Channels into all Parts of the City, 
where there were Fountains; this was a 


mighty Conveniency, for now they are for- 
ced to draw the Water 30 Fathom deep. 


We 
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ſeems as if the Rays of the Sun play'd before 6 


ed and gilt, and fill'd with Nightingals, 
Canary-Birds, and others, which make a 4 
charming Noiſe. I ſhould be very glad that 
in France they would imitate them in adorn- 
ing our Churches. The Walls of this Church 


Chains and Irons of the Captives which have 1 
been redeem'd out of Barbary. In this Part 
of the Town I obſerv'd that moſt of the 


angelical Salutation in theſe Words: Maria 
fue I fin peca lo original. I was told Y 
that theſe Houſes belong'd to the Archbi- 


Silk dwell in them, of which there are very | 
many at. Toledo, The two Stone Bridges 
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We went and heard Maſs in the Church 
de los Reyes; it is fair and large, and all full 
of Orange and Pomegranate-Trees, Jeſſa- 
mine and Myrtles, that are very high; and 
they are ſet in Cafes, and are form'd into 
Walks up to the very high Altar, whoſe | 
Ornaments are extraordinary rich; ſo that It + 
looking thro? all theſe green Boughs, and I. 
the Flowers of different Colours, upon the 
ſhining Gold, Silver, Embroidery, and great 
lighted Candles which adorn the Altar, it | 


your Eyes; there are alſo ſome Cages paint- | 


are cover'd all over on the outſide with the 


Houſes had upon their Doors a ſquare piece 
of Farthen-ware, upon which was ſet the r 


ſhop, and that none but thoſe that work in 


that croſs the River are vey high, broad BY 
an 
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and long. If they would but take a little 
2 Pains with the Tagas, Boats might come up 


to the City; this would be a conſiderable 
Conveniency; but they are naturally too 
lazy to conſider that the Profit and Advan- 


tage of a Work is to be preferr'd before the 
ar Trouble of undertaking it. We alſo ſaw the 
d Arie piel of Los Linnes, that is, of Found- 
he | $ss; and the City-Houſe, which is near 
at [che Cathedral; and at laſt, our Curioſity 
i | being ſatisfy*d, we came back to the Archi- 
Ire Fepiſcopal Palace, and we went to-bed, and 
1t- | i till Night, when again we had another 
1 1 eaſt as ſplendid as the former; his Emi- 
"A 4 ence eat with us; and when we had re- 
gat turn'd him all due Thanks, we ſet forward 
'n- towards the Caſtle of Igarica; the Marquis 
ch e Palacios, with all his Family, was there 
the Y aiting for us; ſo that we were ſo obliging- 
we y receiv'd, that nothing could be added to 
art the good Cheer and to the Pleaſure with 
the hich we were entertain'd for fix Days, ei- 
ce ther in fiſhing upon the River Xamara, or 
the In hunting, in walking, or in common Con- 
ria ver ſation; every one Was emulous to ap- 
old Pear good-humour'd; and one may fay, 
bi- What when the Spaniar Fl go ſo far as to lay 
in ide their Gravity, and know and love. 
ery ou, they contribute hugely to caſe and re- 
ges Freate the Mind; they become ſociable, 
dad Wbliging, earneſt to pleaſe ou, and the beſt 
nd Pompany in the World; chis is what I have - 


23 found 


% 
. 


cular an Account, but that I am perſuaded, 


guſt; I had a great Deſire to have ſeen what 


ſador's Lady, and Madam de Chais, the 


receive us, and we tarry*d for ſome time in I 
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bound, and very diverting ;z there amongſt 
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found in this little Journey I have made, of 
which I ſhould not have given you ſo parti- 
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8 
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dear Couſin, you deſire it ſo, and that you 
ſet ſome Value upon my Complaiſance. — 


From Madrid this 30th 
f Auguſt, 1679. 
L E T T E R XIV. 
H E Ceremony of ſwearing to the 
Treaty of Peace, concluded at Ni- 


meguen between the Crowns of France and 
Spain, was perform'd here the laſt of Au- 


paſs'd then, but as Women are not to be 
preſent there, ſo the Conſtable of Caſtille 
promis'd to get us into the King's Chamber, 
as ſoon as he ſhould be gone into the great 
Hall; Madam Gieux, the Daniſh A mbaſ- 


Envoy of Holland's Lady, were there alſo; 
we went up a private Pair of Stairs, where | 4 
one of the Conſtable's Gentlemen waited toe | 


a very fine Cloſet full of Spaniſh Books, well | 


others I found the Hiſtory of Don Quirote, 
the famous Knight of la Manca, in which 
the rann and Subtilty of che Expreſſion, q 
ö the 
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the Weight and Strength of Proverbs, and 
that which the Syaniards call El pico, that is, 
„II the Smartneſs and Nicety of-a Language, 
appear'd quite otherwiſe than the Tranſla- 
tions which we have in French; I was ſo 
pleas'd in reading it, that I hardly thought 
of ſeeing the Ceremony. It began as ſoon 
as the Marquis de Villars came, and thro? a 
2 Lattis-window which was open'd we faw 
6 2 what paſs'd; the King plac'd himſelf at the 
End of the great gilt Hall, which is one of 
the moſt ſtately in the Palace; the Alcove 
was ſpread with a wonderful fine Carpet; 
Vi- the Throne and the Canopy were embroi- 
nd der'd with Pearls, Diamonds, Rubies, Eme- 
|; ralds, and other precious Stones. Cardinal 
= Portocarrero fat in a great Chair below the 
Acove, on the Right-hand of the Throne; 
the Conſtable of Caſtille ſat upon a Stool ; 
the French Ambaſſador was ſeated on the 
Left-hand of the Throne, upon a Bench co- 
ver'd with Velvet; and the Grandees were 
2 plac'd near the Cardinal. When every Body 
„was ſeared according to their Quality, the 
4 Bk came in; and when he was in the 
«Throne, the Cardinal, the Ambaſſador, and 
the Grandees, fat down and cover'd them 
ſelves. A Secretary read aloud the Power. 
which the moſt Chriſtian King had ſent to 
his Ambaſſador. After that a little Table 
Was brought/ and ſet before the King, with 
Ja Crucifix, and a Book of the Evangeliſts; 
J and 
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and whilſt he held his Hand upon it the 
Cardinal read the Oath, by which he ſwore 
to kcep the Peace with France. There are 
ſome other little Ceremonies, but I did not 
mind them well enough to be able to give 
you an Account of them. A little after the 
King return'd to his Lodgings, but we were 
gone out of them before; we ſtay'd in the 


ſame Cloſet where we ſtopt at firſt, it was 


ſo near his Chamber, that we heard him ſay, 


_ that he was never ſo hot, and that he would 


put off his Collar; and indeed the Sun does 
ſhine very hot in this Country. At my firſt 
coming hither I was afflicted with a ſtrange 
Megrim, and could not imagine the Cauſe 
of it; but my Kinſwoman told me, it was 
becauſe I wore too much upon my Head ; 
and that if I did not take care I might loſe 
my Sight ſo. I immediately threw off my 
Bonnets and my Cornets, and ſince that 
time I have never had any Pain in my 
Head, For my part, I cannot believe that 
there is in any Part of the World a more 
ſerene Air than here, it is ſo pure that you 
cannot perceive ſo much as one Cloud; 

and it is affirm'd to me, that even the 
Weather here in Winter is like the fineſt 
Weather in any other Country. That 
which is moſt dangerous here, is a certain 


Wind de Galiegue, which blows off the 


Moun- 
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Mountains of Galicia: It is not violent; 
but 'tis ſo piercing, that it reaches the 
very Bones, and ſometimes cauſes a Lame- 
ness ina Leg or an Arm, and often in half 
the Body, which laſts for one's Life. It is 
more frequent in Summer than in Winter. 
Strangers take it for the Weſtern Breezes, 
and are raviſned when they feel it; but Ex- 
perience convinces them of its Malignity. 
The Seaſons in Spain are much more conve- 
nient and pleaſant, than either in France, 
England, Holland, or Germany, For, not to 
reckon that Purity of Air, which cannot 
be imagined ſo fine as it is, from the Month 
of September to the Month of June, it is not 
ſo cold, but one can make a ſhift without 
Fire: And this is the Reaſon why there are 
no Chimneys in any of their Apartments, 
and that they make uſe only of Chafing- 
diſhes. But it is a great Happineſs, that 
Wood being ſo ſcarce as *tis in this Coun- 
try, they have no occaſion for it, It never 
freezes thicker than the thickneſs of two 
Crowns, and there falls little Snow ; but 
the adjacent Mountains furniſh Madrid with 
it all the Year round. The Months of 
June, Fuly, and Auguſt, are indeed exceſ- 
ſive hot. 12 
+ was lately in a Company, where all 
the Ladies were ſadly frighted: One of 
them ſaid, hat ſhe had received a Letter 
from Barcelona, which adviſed, that a Bell 
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there, which was only rung upon ſome _ 
publick Calamity, or upon ſome occaſion 

of the higeſt Conſequence, had all alone 
rung ſeveral times. The Lady came from 
Barcelona; and ſhe aſſured me that when- 
ever any Misfortune and Miſery is to befal 
Spain, or that any of the Houſe of Auſtria 
is to die, this Bell rings; that, for a quar- 
ter of an Hour together, the Clapper of 
the Bell moves with a ſtrange Quickneſs, 

and ſtrikes in turning round. I would not 
believe it, neither do I yet. But all the 
Company confirmed what ſhe ſaid. If it 
is a Lye, there were above twenty that 
conſpired with her in it. They began to 
think upon what, and on whom, this Un- 
happineſs, which by this Sign 1s foretold, 

was to fall; and as es are very ſuperſti- 
tious, the beautiful Marchioneſs de Liche 
Increaſed their Fears by telling them, that 
Don Jobn was very lick. 

In their deep Mourning they are attired 
like Fools, but chiefly on the firſt Days: 
For the Footmen, as well as the Maſters, 
have long Cloaks trailing ;z and inſtead of 
Hats they wear a high Paſtboard Cap co- 
vered with Crape. Their Horſes are all 
in black Trappings and Houſings, which 
cover their Heads and all their Bodies. 
Nothing looks uglier. Their Coaches are 
ſo ill covered, that the Cloth, which covers 
the Roof, hangs almoſt down. to the 2 
| 1 0 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. 219 
No body that ſees this doleful Equipage, 


but would think, that ſome Corps is a car- 


rying to be buried. The People of Qua- 
lity wear their Cloaks of black Bays, very 
thin and rotten ; the leaſt thing tears it in 
pieces; and the Mourning is moſt grace- 
ful that is moſt ragged and tattered. I 
have ſeen ſome Cavellero*s, who tore their 
Cloaths on purpoſe ; and J aſſure you that 
through ſome of their Cloaths you may ſee 
their Skin, as ugly as ' tis to look on. For 
though their Children, when they are young, 
are as white as Alabaſter, and ſo pretty 
that you would take them for Angels 
yet it muſt be granted, that, as they grow 
bigger, they alter very ſtrangely : The 
Heat of the Sun roaſts them, the Air tans 
them ; and it is eaſy to know a Spaniard 
from any other Nation. Their Features 
are nevertheleſs regular; but ſtill methinks 
there wants our Air and Mein, as well ag 
our Skin and Complexion. 
All the Scholars wear long Robes. with 
a little Border of Linnen about their Necks, 
inſtead of a Collar. They are habited very 
like the Jeſuits; there is of them above thirty 
Years old ; they are known to be Students 
by their Habits. 
I fancy this City to look like a great 
Coup, in which they feed Poultry: For 
really, from the Level of the Street to the 


Y fourth Story, one can ſee nothing but Lat- 
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tices, Whoſe Holes are very ſmall, and their 
very Balconies have them. There is always 
to be ſeen ſome of their poor confined Wo- 
men ſtanding behind them, to look upon 


_ Paſſengers 3 and when they dare, they open 


them, and with great delight ſhew them- 
ſelves. There is not a Night paſſes with- 
out four or five hundred Conſorts of Mu- 
ſick in ſeveral Parts of the Town. It's 
true they are at a moderate rate; and it is 


ſufficient if a Gallant has only his Gittar, 


or his Harp, and ſometimes both, joined 
with a Voice hoarſe enough to awake the 
moſt drowſy body, and affords them the 


Pleaſure of a Queen. If either they do not 


underſtand what is moſt excellent, or can- 
not obtain it, they are content with what 
they can get. I never ſaw any Virginals or 


Theorbo's here. 


In every Street, and at every Corner 
Houſe, there's an Image or Statue of our 
Lady, dreſſed after the Faſhion of. the 
Country, with a pair of Beads in her Hands, 
and either a great Wax Candle, or Lamp 


burning before her. I have ſeen three or 


ſour in my Kinſwoman's Stable, with other 
Pieces of Devotion; for you muſt know 
that every Groom will have his Oratory as 
well as his Maſter, though perhaps neither 
one nor Yother; often pray there. When 
one Lady goes to viſit another, if it be in 
| the 
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the Night, four Pages come to receive her 
with great Flambeaux of white Wax, and 
in the ſame Manner conduct her out again; 
and while ſhe's going into her Chair, they 


commonly kneel upon one Knee. This is 


ſomething more ſplendid than the ſmal! 
Wax-Candles incloſed in Links, which are 
uſed in France. TEES 
Here are Houſes on purpoſe for Women 
of lewd Lives, like the Madelonnettes at Pa- 
ris, They uſe them very ſeverely, and 
there is not a day paſles that they are not 
whipt ſeveral times. In a certam time the 
are releaſed, but come out worſe than they 
went in, what they ſufferred making them 
not a bit the better. They live almoſt all 
together in a particular part of the Town, 
where virtuous Women never go; but if 
by chance any one does go that way, they 
run and purſue after her, as if ſhe was 
their Enemy; and if it happens that they 
are the ſtrongeſt, ſhe is ſure to be cruelly 
us' d. And for the Cavallero's, they run the 
riſque of being torn in pieces as oft as 
they paſs that way, that is to fay, who 
ſhall have 'em. One takes him by the 
Arm another by the Leg, and a Third by 
the Head; and if he grows angry, they 
all rogether fall upon him and rob him, and 


even ſtrip him of his Cloaths. My Kinſ- 


woman has { Page who was ignorant of the 
KY: bs Trick3 
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Tricks of the wretched Wenches, and went 
innocently through their Quarters; but they 
ſtript him as naked as common Thieves in 
a Wood could have done; and yet a Man 


mult be content with this Treatment; for 


to whom ſhall he go for Reſtitution? 
The Bell of Barcelona hath been but too 
true in its Prognoſticks ; for Don Fobn was 


the firſt of this Month brought down ſo 


very low with his Sickneſs, that the Phy- 
ficians deſpaired of him, and he was ad- 
viſed to prepare himſelf for Death. He re- 


ceived the News with ſo much Tranqui- 


lity and Reſignation, as very much con- 
firmed the Belief that ſeveral Perſons had 
before entertained, that he had taken ſome 
private Diſguſt, which made him rather 
wiſh to die than live. The King came 
every Moment into his Chamber, and ſpent 
ſeveral Hours at his Bed-ſide, notwith- 
ſtanding his earneſt Prayers that he would 
not ſo expoſe himſelf toa Fever. He re- 
ceived the Bleſſed Viaticum, made his Will, 
and writ a Letter to a Lady, whoſe Nawe 
I could not learn. He commanded Don 
Antonio Ortis, his Chief Secretary, to carry 
it, with a little Box locked, which I ſaw ; 
it was made of China-wood, and light 
enough to make one think there was in it 
nothing but Letters, and perhaps ſome 
Jewels. While he was ſo dangerouſly ſick, 
a Courier atrived with the News of the 
King's 
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King's Marriage with Madamoiſelle; the 
Joy of which did nor only fill the Palace, 
but all the City ſhewed Expreſſions of it; 
for there were over the whole Town artt- 
ficial Fire-works and Illuminations for three 
Days together. The King could not con- 
tain himſelf, but run into Don Fohn's Cham- 
ber; and although he was very drowſy 
and heavy to ſleep, and wanted Reſt, yet 
he awaked him to tell him that the Queen 
would quickly be here, and intreated him 
to think of nothing but being well again 
that he might aſſiſt at her Reception. Ab. 
Sir, anſwered the Prince to him, 1 hall never 
have that Satisfaction: I ſhould be content to die 
I had had the Honour to have ſeen her once, 
The King feila weeping, and told him, That 


feeing him in that Condition was the only thing 


that diſturbed his Happineſs. There was to 
have been a Bull-Feaſt ; but the Prince's 
Sickneſs has cauſed it to be put off; and 


the King would not have ſuffered any Fire- 


works in the Palace-Court, had not Don 


- Fobn, notwithſtanding he had a violent Pain 


in his head, begg*d him to permit them. In 
fine, the ſeventeenth of this Month he died, 
extreamly regretted by ſome, and as little 
by others. This is the Fate both of 


Princes and Favourites, as well as of Perfons 


that move in an ordinary Sphere: And as 
his Credit as already declining, and the 
Courtiers now thought of nothing elſe but the 

; K 4. Queen- 
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Queen-Mother's Return, and the Arrival 
of the new Queen; ſo it is a mighty ſtrange 
thing to obſerve with what Indifference the 
Sickneſs and Death of Don Jobn was taken: 
They did not ſo much as talk of him the 
very next Day ; it ſeemed as if he had never 
been in the World. Alas! dear Coufin, does 
not this deſerve a little to be reflected on? 
He governed all the Kingdoms of the Kings 
of Spain; his very Name ſtruck Terror 
he cauſed the Queen- Mother to be banifh*d ; 
he drove away Father Nitard and Valenuela, 
who were both Favourites; he had, for 
the moſt part, a greater Court than the 
King: And yet four and twenty Hours 


after he was dead, I believe I ſaw in diffe- 


rent Places fifty Perſons of the higheſt Qua- 
tity, who did not ſo much as fpeak one 
Word of this poor Prince, notwithſtanding 
divers of them had very great Obligations 
to him. And yet, after all, he had very 
great perſonal Qualifications and Virtues. 
He was of a middle Stature, and a well 
ſhaped Body; his Features were regular, 
his Eyes black and lively ; he had black 
Hair, a great deal of it, and very long. 
He was well bred, of a great Wit and 
Judgment, very generous, brave, and bene- 
-ficent, and had a Capacity for the higheſt 
Affairs. He was not ignorant of any thing 
that was ſuitable to his Birth, nor of any 
of the Arts and Sciences. He ſpoke and 

writ 
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writ very well five ſeveral Languages, and 


underſtood more; he was pericctly well 
read in Hiſtory ; he could both make and 


play upon any Inftrument as well as the beſt 


Maſter ; he underſtood how to turn ſeveral 
things ; he could forge Arms, and he much 
delighted in the Mathematicks; but being 
calPd to the Management of the Govern- 


ment, he was oblig'd to take his Thoughts 


off of all theſe Exerciſes. The Face of 
things chang'd in a Moment; his Eyes. 
were ſcarce clos*d, before the King (mov'd 
only by his own kind and eaſy Nature for 
the Queen his Mother) run to Toledo to fee 
her, and to intreat her to return ; ſhe con- 
ſented to it, and ſhew*d great Joy to ſee the 
King ; they wept not a little while they em- 
brac'd each other, and we ſaw them come 
back together. All the Perfons of Quality 
went to meet their Majeſties, and the Peo- 


ple ſhew'd abundance of Joy. I ſhould en- 


large a great deal more upon this Return, 
did I not intend to be very particular in the 


Memoirs I am writing. 


Don Jobn laid three Days in his Bed of 
State, and in the ſame Cloaths which he had 


made to go meet the young Queen; aſter 
that he was carry*d to the E/curial. The 


Funeral had e of Greatneſs; the Of- 
ficers of his Houfe, with a very few Friends, 
accompany'd him; he was laid in the little 
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Vault near the Pantheon, which is reſerv*d 
ſolely for the Princes and Princeſſes of the 
Royal Blood; for there are none bury'd in 
the Pantheon you muſt know but Kings, 
and thoſe Queens that have had Children 
thoſe that have had none are bury'd in that 
particular Vault. In a few Days we are to 
go to the Eſcurial, which will be when the 
King goes there; but he is ſo taken up with 
his young Queen, that he can think of no- 
thing but going towards the Frontiers to 
meet her; in every Place where I come 
they are continually ringing it aloud in my 


Ears that ſhe will quickly be Queen of 22. 
Kingdoms, in all ikelthood there are 11 of 
them in the Indies, for I only know thoſe of 


the Old and New Caſtille, Arragon, Valentia, 
Navarre, Murcia, Granada, Andaluſia, Ga- 
licia, Leon, and the Iſles Majorques. In theſe 
Places there are ſome Parts of them admi- 
rable, upon which it ſeems as if Heaven had 
a mind to ſpread abroad its moſt benign In- 
fluences ; there are others again ſo barren, 
that there 1s neither Corn, Herbs, Vines, 
Fruit, Meadows, nor Springs; and of theſe 
one may ſay there are more than of the 
others; but, generally ſpeaking, - the Air 
there is good and wholſome. In certain 
Parts the Heats are exceſſive, and in others 
the Cold and the Winds are inſupportable, 
altho' it is in the ſame Seaſon. There are a 
oreat 
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Rocks, the Falls of Water, the Gulfs, or the 


are need of; for if there was an eaſy Com- 
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fingular, is, that the biggeſt of them is not 
navigable, particularly thoſe of Tagys, Cua- 
diana, Minchio, Duerro, Gudalgutver, and 
that of Ebre; for either becauſe of the 


Turnings, Veſſels cannot paſs upon them; 
and this is one of the greateſt Difficulties of 
Trade, and which moit of all hinders thoſe 
Things from coming to Cities which there 


munication between them, thoſe Places and 
Towns that want a great many Wares and 
Goods, might be ſupply*d from thoſe that 
abound, and ſo every Body might be fur- 
niſn'd with neceſſary Things at a reaſonable 
Price; whereas the Charges by Land-Car- 
riage being ſo high, one muſt want divers 
Conveniences, unleſs you are in a Condition 
to pay three times more for a thing than it 
is worth. 
Amongſt the ſeveral Cities that belon 

to the King of Spain, theſe are eſteem'd ei- 
ther for Beauty or Riches, viz. Madrid, Se- 
ville, Granada, Valentia, Saragoſa, Toledo, 
Valladolid, Cordoua, Salamanca, Cadiz, Na- 
ples, Milan, Meſſina, Palermo, Cagliari, Bruſ- 
fels, Antwerp, Gant, and Mons, There are 
a great many others, which nevertheleſs . 
are very conſiderable ; and ſeveral of the 
Towns are as big as Cities, but there are not 
in them thoſe Multitudes of People, which 


Are 


— 


228 The Lady's Travels ints Spain. 

are both the Riches and Strength of a King. 

And there are divers Reaſons to be given 

why there is this Defect. Fir, When King 

Ferdinand drove away the Moors out of 

Spain, and eſtabliſh'd the Inquiſition, what 

thro* the Puniſhments they inflicted upon 

fome Jews, and the baniſhing of others, 3 

there dy*d and went out of the Kingdom in 

a little while above gooooo Perſons ; be- 

Hides, the Indies draw away abundance ;z. *? 

the Unfortunate go there to enrich them- |? 

ſelves, and when they have done ſo, they || 

remain to enjoy the Fruit of their Labour 

and the Pleaſures of the Country. Again, 

Soldiers are rais'd in Spain, and ſent away | 

to gariſon other Cities under the Obedience 

of the King; thefe Soldiers marry and ſet- 
tle in the Places where they happen to be, 

and never return to. thoſe from whence they 
came; add to this, that the Spaniſi Women 

bear but few Children, if they have 3 it is 

reckon'd abundance ; and Strangers do not 
come to inhabit there as in athes Parts of 

the World, becauſe they are not lov'd there; 

and the Spaniards are naturally recatados, 
that is, ſi ingular, and reſerv'd to themſelves, 
and will not be communicative and open 
with other Nations, which they either envy 
or ſcorn. And thus having examin'd into 
all thoſe Means which help to depopulate 
the Country under his Catholick Majeſty, 
ane 
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one may rather wonder that there are ſo 
many People remaining. 

There grows but little Corn i in Caſtille, 
it is brought from Sicily, France, and Flan- 
ders; and indeed how ſhould it grow, unleſs 
the Earth would produce it of itſelf, as the 
Land of Promiſe did? The Spaniards are too 
idle to take Pains to Till and Improve it; 


for the meaneſt Peaſant is perſuaded that 


he is Hidalgo, that is to ſay, a Gentleman; 
and in every little Family there is an apo- 


cryphal H iſtory, compos'd within an hun- 


dred Years, which he leaves to his Children 


and Nephews, of a Village as an Inheritance; 


in which fabulous Hiſtory they are all made 
to defcend from ancient Chivalry, whoſe 
Anceſtors have done wonderful things; re- 
citing, that their Great Grandfathers Don 


Pedro and Don Fobn perform'd ſuch and 


fuch Services ta the Crown: I ſay, they ha- 
ving taken up theſe vain Conceits of them- 
ſelves, no wonder if they will neither dero- 


gate from the Gravidad nor Decendentia. At 


this rate they talk; and they will more wil 
lingly endure Hunger, and all Severities of 


Life, than work (ſay they) like Mercenaries, 


which belongs only to Slaves; and thus 
Pride, ſeconded by Sloth, hinder the moſt 


Part of them from Sowing their Land, un- 


leſs ſome Strangers come and help them to 


Till their Ground. which by a ſpecial Di- 


rection and Guidance of Providence always 
* happens 3 
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happens; Strangers that are more laborious 


and worldly- minded being mov'd thither 
by the Gain they find: So that you ſhall 


have a ſorry Peaſant fitting in his Chair 
reading of a mouldy Romance, whilſt theſe Þ 


Strangers are working for him, in order to 
carry away his Money. 
There are no Oats to be feen; Hay is 


ſcarce; their Horſes and Mules eat Barley 


in the Straw, chopt ſmall. The Hills and 
Mountains in theſe Kingdoms I ſpeak of, 
are of ſuch a prodigious Height and Length, 
that I do not believe there is the like in any 
'other Part of the World ; one meets with 
ſome of an hundred Leagues in Length, 
which join one to another in a continu'd 
Chain, and which, without an Hyperbole, 
'are higher than the Clouds ; they are call'd 
Sierras, amongſt which are reckon'd the 
Mountains of Pyrenea, Granada, Auſtra, 
Alcantara, Morena, Toledo, Doua, Molina, 


and Albanera. Theſe Hills render the Way 


fo very difficult that no Wagons can paſs, 
which obliges them to carry all upon Mules, 
who are ſo ſure-footed, that in 200 Leagues 
continual travelling amongſt Rocks and 
preat Flint-Stones, they will not ſo much 
as once ſtumble. 

I have been ſhew*d ſome of the Patents 
the King grants, I never read ſo many Ti- 
tles, 111 ſet them down here: He calls him- 


{elf King of Spain, Caſtille, Leon, Navarre, | 


Arragon, | 
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Arragon, Granada, Toledo, Valentia, Gali- 
cia, Seville, Murcia, Faen, Hieruſalem, Na- 
ples, Sicily, Majorca, Minorca, and Sardi- 
nia; the Eaſt and Weſt- Indies; the Iſles and 


Terra Firma of the great Ocean; Arch-duke 


of Auſtria; Duke of Burgundia, Brabant, 
Luxemburg, Guelderland, Milan; Count of 
Haſburgh, Flanders, Tirol, and Barcelona; 
Lord of Biſcay and Molina ; Marquis of the 
holy Empire; Lord of Friezeland, Salines , 


Utrecht, Malines, Overyſſel, and Groningen; 


and Grand Signior of Aſia and Africa. I 
have been told that Francis I. laugh'd at 
theſe when he receiv'd a Letter from 
Charles V. ſtuff'd with ſuch arrogant Titles, 
and in his Anſwer gave himſelt no other 
Title than Citizen of Paris, and Lord of 
Gentilis. 
They do not trouble their Heads to ſtudy 
much here; that little they do know bears 
them out, for with the help of their Wit 
and grave Looks they ſeldom betray their 
Ignorance, by being at a lois about any 
Matters; when they ſpeak, they always 
ſeem to know more than they do; and 
when they are ſilent, you will think them 
wiſe enough to reſolve the moſt knotty 
Queſtions. Nevertheleſs there are {ome fa- 
mous Univerſities in Shin, amongſt which 
they reckon Sarazya, Barcelona, Salamanca, 
Acala, Saintiago, Granada, Seuille, Coimbra, 
Tarragona, Evra, Liſbon, Madrid, Murcia, 
IS 3 | Majorca, 
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Majorca, Toledo, Lerida, Valentia, and Occa. 
There are but few famous Preachers, here 
and there you will meet with ſome that are 
patherical ; but indeed let theſe Sermons be 
good or bad, the Spaniards that hear them 
will perpetually beat their Breaſts with an 
extraordinary Fervour, and even diſturb the 
Preacher with the grievous Cry which their 
troubled Confciences make them utter, I 
am willing to believe that there are a few 
that have ſome Compunction, but in my 
Conſcience I doubt far leſs than they make 
ſhew of. They never leave off their Swords, 
either when they go to Confeſſion or the Sa- 
crament; they fay they wear them to de- 
fend Religion; and in the Morning, before 
they put them on, they kiſs them, and make 
the Sign of the Croſ with them. They pay 
an exceſſive Devotion to the bleſſed Virgin, 
and put an extraordinary Confidence in her. 
There is hardly any Man that does not wear 
a Scapular, or ſome embroider'd Image, that 
hath touch'd ſome of thoſe that are held to 
be miraculons. And tho? otherwiſe they do 
not lead Lives very regular, yet they will 
not forbear praying to her, with a Truſt 
that it is She that muſt protect and fave 
them from the greateſt Evils. They are 
very charitable, not only upon. the account 
of the Merits by Almſ-deeds, but alſo by a 
natural Inclina tion they have to give, and a 
real Pain they endure, if either thro? Pover- 
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ty, or for any other Reaſon, they are forc'd 
to refuſe any thing that is a{k*'d them. They 
have alſo another good Quality, which is, 
never to forſake their Friend in Sickneſs 
their Care and their Concern 1s far greater 
in ſuch a Time, when doubtleſs the Preſence 
as well as the Aſſiſtance of a Friend is moſt 
wanted; ſo that Perſons that do not ſee one 
another four times in a Year, yet are con- 
ſtant in their Viſits three or four times eve- 

ry Day when one is under any Affliction, 
and that they can become uſeful to each 
other. But as ſoon as they are well they 
reſume the ſame way of living they us'd be- 


fore they were ſick. 


Don Frederick de Cardonne, of whom I now 
talk to you, dear Couſin, as if he and you 
were well acquainted, is return'd; he hath 
brought me a Letter from the fair Marchio- 
neſs de los Rios, who without doubt is {till 
one of the prettieſt Women in the World, 
and who is not weary of her Retirement: I 
alſo by him heard from the Archbiſhop of 
Burgos, whoſe Merits are uncommon. And 
he added, that he came back in the Compa- 
ny of a Spaniſh Gentleman, who had told 
him ſome very wonderful things; amongſt 
others, that every Spaniard who is born on 
Good-Friday, whenever they go by or thro? 
any Church-yard in which there has been 
any Body bury'd that was murder'd, or if 

they 
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they paſs thro* any Place where a Murder 
has been committed, altho* the Man who 
was Kill'd has been taken away, yet for all 
that he appears to them all bloody, and in 
the ſame Manner and Condition he hap- 
pen'd to be in when he was murder'd, and 
this too whether they knew one another or 
no; this certainly is a very unpleaſant thing 
to thoſe it happens to. But in requital, they 
can cure the Plague with breathing upon 
the Party, and do not receive the Infection, 
altho* they be with thoſe that have the 
Plague upon them. Many People, ſaid he, 
wionder'd that Philip IV. held his Head fo 
high, and ſtar*d up with his Eyes; the rea- 
fon was, he was born on Good-Friday, and 
when he was very young he had ſeveral 
Apparitions of theſe Perfons that had been 
murder'd; ſo that with the Fright of them 
he had got a Cuſtom very ſeldom to hold 
down his Head. Bur, 10 to Don Frede- 
rick, did he talk ſeriouſly, and as if theſe 


things were allow'd of every Body, without 


any doubt? And juſt as I was ſaying, that 
it would be worth while to enquire of ſome 
creditable Perſon about theſe Matters, Don 


Fernand de Toledo came into my Chamber, 


and ſo he aſk*'d him; and he aſſur'd me that 
he had very frequently heard Folks talk 
thus of theſe Matters, hos yet he would not 
anſwer for the Truth. It is alſo ſaid, og 
tinu* 
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tinu*d he, that there are certain People who 
can kill a mad Dog with breathing upon 
him; and that they have a Power to remain 
in the Fire without being burnt, and yet I 
could never ſee any of them that car*d to 
truſt themſelves there ; but they give this 
Reaſon, that tho' they could ſafely do it, 
yet there would be ſomething of Vanity in 
it, by ſuch peculiar Favours from Heaven, 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves from other Men. 
And for my part, ſaid I laughing, Iam of 
opinion theſe Men have more Prudence than 
„ Humility ; they are afraid (as it is but rea- 


0 ſonable) of the Biting of the Dog and the 
— Heat of the Furnace. I am altogether of 
d your Mind, Madam, reply*d Don Frederick ; 
l can give little Faith to Things above Na- 
a ture. 8 

n | I do not pretend to make you believe it, 
d ſays Don Fernand; tho? I muſt tell you, I 
—-— do not find any thing in this Matter more 
le extraordinary than in a thouſand Prodigies 


which we every Day fee. Do you think, 
for Inſtance, that you ought leſs to wonder 
at that Lake which is near Guadalajora in An- 
daluſia, which foretells approaching Tem- 
peſts by moſt horrid bellowing and roaring, 
that is heard above 20000 Paces diſtance ? 
And what do you ſay or that other Lake 
which is found upon the very Top of the 
Mountains Clavio, | in the Comte of Rouſfllon, 
near 
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near Perpignan? It is extreme deep; there 
are in it Fiſhes both for Bigneſs and Shape 
that are monſtrous; when a Stone 1s thrown 
into it there are Vapours ſeen to come out 
with a mighty Noiſe, and to aſcend into the 
Air, and there convert into the Clouds, 
which produce moſt terrible Storms, accom- 
pany*d with Thunder, Lightning, and Air. 
Is it not likewiſe true, continu'd he, addreſ- 


ſing himſelf to Don Frederick, that near the |} 


Caſtle of Gracimanos, in a Cavern, which 1s 
calPd 7udea, not far from the Bridge Talay- 
redas, there is a Spring, whoſe Water freezes 
as it drops, and grows ſo hard, that it be- 
comes a perfect Stone, which cannot eaſily 
be broken, and with which in that Country 
they build fine Houſes? You have a good 
Stock of Examples, ſaid Don Frederick; but 
if you will, I will furniſh you with ſome 


others for your Purpoſe. Do you remember 
the Mountain of Monrayo in Arragon? It the 


Sheep feed upon it before the Sun rife, they 
die; but if they are ſick, and feed there af- 
ter the Sun is up, they are cur'd. I muſt 


not forget neither the Spring in the Iſle of 


Cadiz, which is dry when it is High-water, 
and runs when the Tide ebbs. You ſhall 
not be the only Perſon, ſaid I, interrupting 
him, that ſhall ſecond Don Fernand in theſe 
Sorts of Relations; I muſt tell him, that in 
the ſame Iſle of Cadiz there is a certain Plant, 
5 which 
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a 


which withers upon the firſt appearance of 
the Sun, and grows green again as ſoon as 
Night comes. Ah, pretty Plant, cries 
„Don Fernand, laughing 3 I have enough 
now to be reveng'd for all the Sport you 
have made at my Stories for this Hour 
together. I declare open War againſt 
you about this Plant, and if you do not 
ſend for one hither, I know what I will 
believe.” The facetious Humour of this 
Cavallero made us very pleaſantly paſs the 
Evening; but we were interrupted by my 
Kinſwoman, who return'd out of the City, 
where ſhe had ſpent ſome Part of the Day 
at her Lawyer's, who was at the Point of 
Death; he is very old, and a very knowing 
Man in his Profeſſion ; ſhe told us that all 
his Children ſtood round his Bed, and that 
the only thing which he recommended to 
them, was always to preſerve a good Stock 
of Gravity; and after he had bleſs'd them, 
ſays he to them, what greater Good can I 
now wiſh you, my dear Children, than to 
lead your whole Lives at Madrid and never 
to quit this earibly Paradiſe but ior he hea- 
venly? This may ſhew, continu'd ſhe, the 
ſtrange Prepoſſeſſion the Spamards have for 
Madrid, and the Happinels they enjoy in 
chat Court. For my part, ſaid I, interrupt- 
ing her, I am perſuaded there is abundance 
of Vanity in that Fondneſs that they expreſs 
for their own Nation ; for certainly they 


have 
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have too much Senſe not to know that there 
are many other Countries far more agreea- 
ble. Is it not true, ſaid I, addreſſihg my 
ſelf to Don Fernand, that though you will 
not ſay as I ſay, that you have the ſame 
Thoughts? What my Thoughts are, ſaid 
he ſmiling, is no Rule for other Folks. I 
muſt tell you, that ſince my Return I am 


upbraided by every Body with being no 1 


longer a Spaniard; but certain it is, that 
People being ſo bewitch'd with the Delights 
and Charms of Madrid, and not having 
Power to forſake it in any Seaſon of the 
Year, no Body has Thoughts of building 
pretty Houſes in the Country, whither they 
might ſometimes retire ; ſo that all adjacent 
Parts about the City, which ſhould be fill'd 
with delicious Gardens and ſplendid Seats, 


look like ſo many little Deſarts; and this is 
the reaſon alſo why the City in Summer as 
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well as in Winter is equally crouded with WM: 


People. Hereupon my Kinſwoman ſaid, 


ſhe would have me to the Eſcurial; and that 
it was agreed on by the Marchioneſs of Pa- 
lacios and L Roſa to go two Days hence. 
The Lady your Mother, added ſhe, ſpeak- 
ing to Don Fernand, deſigns you to make 
one; and I intend to ſecure Don Frederick 
for another. They both declar'd that with 


abundance of Joy they would go this little 


Journey ; and indeed the next Day we went | 
to kiſs the Qucen-Mother's Hand, and to | 


know 
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know her Commands for the Eſcurial; for 
you muſt know, it is the Cuſtom when one 
7 is to gs out of Madrid, firſt to pay their 
| A} Refpects to the Queen; but we had not ſeen 
e her ſince her Return; ſhe looks merrier 
than ſhe did at 7. oledo, and told us, ſhe did 
19 
n 

0 


not think of coming back ſo ſoon to Ma- 


"2 drid, and that now it ſeem'd as if ſhe had 
never been out of it. There was brought 
before her a Giant-Momasn that came from 
the Indies; as ſoon as ſhe ſaw her ſhe caus'd 
her to be taken away, ſhe was ſo affrighted 
at her; her Ladies would make this Coloſſus 
dance, who held in each Hand two She 
2 Dwarfs, that play*d upon the Caſtanets and 
the Biſcay Drum; all this was ugly in the 
higheſt ede My Kinſwoman obſerv'd 
in the Qucen- Mother's Apartment Things 
2X which had been Don John's, amongſt others 
an admirable Pendulum- Clock all ſet with 
Diamonds; he made her in part his Heir, 
in all likelihood it was to teſtify his Regret 
for having troubled and vex'd her. C 


The Journey to che Eſcurial was perform'd 
with all imaginable Satisfaction; the Deſire 
Jof entertaining you with it hinder*d me from 
ſending you the Letter I begun before I 
went thither. The ſame Ladies that went 
to Aranjuas and Toledo, were very glad to 
ot ums the een of taking the * a 
ittle 
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litile in ſo fine a Seaſon ; and we went firſt 
to the Prado, which 1s a royal Houſe ; the 
Building, like the reſt in Spain, is handſome 
enough; that is, it conſiſts of a Square of 
four ſeveral Apartments, ſeparated by Gal- 
leries of Communication, which are ſup- 
ported with Pillars; the Furniture of it is 
not indeed ftately, but there are good Pi- 


ctures, amongſt others thoſe of the Kings 
of Spain in odd Sorts of Dreſſes. 


We were ſhew' d a little Cloſet, which the 
late King us'd to call his Beloved, becauſe 
in it he was wont ſometimes to entertain 
himſelf with his Miſtreſſes. This Prince, 
who was ſeemingly ſo cold and grave, that 
he was hardly ever ſeen to laugh, was really 


the moſt amorous and the pleaſanteſt of 


Men. There is a Garden well enough kept, 
and a Park of a conſiderable Extent, whi- 
ther the K ing frequently goes to hunt. We 
were afterwards at a Convent of the Capu- 
chins, which ſtands on the Top of a Hill; 


this is a Place of great Devotion, becauſe E | 


of a Crucifix, which it ſeems was taken from 


the true Croſs, and which often works Mi- 


racles. After we had ſaid our Prayers there, 


we deſcended on the other {ide of the Hill ! 


to a certain Hermitage, where there was 
a Recluſe, that would neither ſee us nor 
ſpeak to us; but he threw a Ticket to us 


through | 


* Sod a to. ates A 8 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. 247 


thro? his Grate, in which we found it writ, 
3 that he would recommend us to God. We 
[3 wereall extreme weary, for we were forc*d 
| to walk on foot up the Hill, and it was very 
hot Weather. We perceiv'd in the bottom 
of the Hill a very little Cottage, by the ſide 
3 of a Brook which runs amongſt Willow- 
Trees; we ſteer'd our Courſe that way, and 
when we were yet a great way off we could 
ſee a Man and a Woman very well dreſs'd 
riſe up nimbly from the Foot of a Tree, 
where they were ſet, and run into that Cot- 
tage and ſhut the Door, as haſtily as if they 
had taken us for Thieves; but doubtleſs it 
was fear of being known which made them 
avoid us. We went to the Place they had 
left; being ſet on the Graſs, we fell 6 eat- 
ing ſome Fruit we brought with us. We 
were ſo nigh this little "Houſe, that they 
could eaſily ſee thro? their Windows what 
we were doing. There came out a very 
pretty Country Y Laſs, and with a Sea-Ruſſz 
Baſket addreſsd herſelf to us, and kneeling 
begg'd ſome of the Fruit of our Collation 
for a big-belly'd Woman, that would die 
if we refus'd her. Immediately we ſent her 
ſome of the faireſt, and quickly after the 
ſame young Girl came again with a Gold 
Snuff-Box, and told us, the Senora of the 
Caſita, that is, the Lady of the little Houſe, 
intreated us jo accept of ſome Snuff, for an 
Acknowledgment of the Favour we had 
Vor. II. L done 
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done her; it is the Faſhion here to preſent 
Snuff when they have a mind to expreſs 
their Friendſhip. We ſtay*d ſo long by the 
Water-ſide, that we reſolv'd to go no fur- 
ther than the Carcuela, which is another of 
the King's Houſes, but not ſo handſome as 
the Prado, and ſo neglected, that there is 
nothing worth commending but the Waters. 
We were ill enough lodg'd there, tho' we 
lay in the very ſame Beds his Majeſty did ; 

and we were very lucky in taking along 
with us all Neceſſaries for Supper. After 
that we went into the Gardens, which are in 
bad Order; the Fountains run Day and 
Night ; the Water there is ſo good, and in 
ſuch plenty, that for as little almoft as one 
would defire it might be made as pleaſant a 
Dwelling as any in the World; but it is not 
the Cuſtom in this Country, from the King 
to private Perſons, to keep ſeveral Country 
Houſes in good Repair; they let them go 
to Ruin for want of ſome very ſmall Repa- 
rations. Our Beds were ſo ill, that we were 


not loth to leave them early the next Morn- 1 


ing to go to the Eſcurial; we went by MG. 
nereto, where the Woods begin, and a little 
further is the Park which belongs to the 
Convent of the Eſcurial; for in effect it is 
one which Philip II. built among the Moun- 
tains, that ſo he might the more eaſily get 
the Stone which he needed, of which there 
18 erm a prodigious Quantity, that without 

ſeeing 


. B . 
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ſeeing it one cannot conceive it, and cer- 
tainly it is one of the vaſteſt Buildings we 
have in Europe ; we went up to it thro? a 
very long Walk of Elm Trees, which are 


_ planted in four Rows; the great Gate is 


ſtately, adorn'd with divers Marble Pil- 
lars, rais'd one upon another till thèy 
reach up to the Statue of Sr. Laurence, which 
ſtands on the top; the King's-Arms are cut 
upon a certain Stone, which is call'd the 
Thunder-Stone, and is brought from Arabia, 
the cutting of which coſt threeſcore thou- 


ſand Crowns; it is eaſy to believe, that ha- 


ving been at ſo conſiderable a Charge for a 
thing ſo little uſeful, they would not ſpare 
any Coſt for others which might be neceſſa- 
ry, and contribute to the Beauty of the 
Place; it is a great ſquare Pile of Building, 
but beyond the Square there runs out a 
Length, which contains the Buildings of 
the Entrance, and are contriv'd to repreſent 
the Form of the Gridiron, on which St. Lau- 
rence (who is the Patron of the Monaſtery) 
ſuffer'd Martyrdom ; it is built according 
to the Dorick Order, and very plain ; the 
Square is divided in the middle, and one of 
thoſe Diviſions, which looks upon the Or- 
der, opens itſelf both ways into four other 
leſſer Squares, which are four Cloyſters, 
built alſo according to the Dorick Order,and 
who ſees ong of them ſees all the reſt ; the 
Building has nothing in it, either as to its 
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Deſign or Architecture, that is extraordi- 
rary ; that which is to be admired, is the 
Vaſtneſs of it, being 380 Paces in the 


Square; for beſides thoſe four Cloyſters I 


have mention'd, the other Diviſion of the 


Square ſubdivided into two, makes two 


other Piles of Building, one of which is the 
King's Quarters, and the other is the Col- 
lege, for there are in it abundance of Pen- 
ſioners, whom the King maintains to ſtudy ; 
the Friars that live in it are Hieronomites. 
This Order is unknown in France, and it is 
aboliſh'd in 1zaly, becauſe a certain Hierono- 


mite Friar attempted at Milan the Life of 


St. Charles Boromeo ; but he did not hurt 
him though he ſhot at him, and the Bullets 
pierc*d his pontifical Habit; but neverthe- 
leſs this Order is here in great Eſteem. 
There are 300 Monks in the Convent of 
the Eſcurial; they live much after the Way 


of the Carthuſians, they ſpeak little and 


pray much, and Women never come into 
their Church; but beſides, they ought to 
ſtudy and preach. * 


But there is another thing yet which 
makes this Building conſiderable, and that 
is, the Nature of the Stone of which it is 
built; it was taken out of the neighbouring 
Quarries; it is of a greyiſh Colour, the 
ſharpeſt Air and ſevereſt Weather makes 
no Impreſſion on it; it does not ſoil or 


grow 
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grow dirty, but conſtantly preferves that 
Colour it had when it was taken up. Philip 
II. was 22 Years in building it, he enjoy'd 
it 13, and then dy'd in it; this Structure 
coſt him Six Millions of Gold. Philip IV. 
added the Pantheon to it, that is to ſay, a 
Sepulchre, like the Pantheon at Rome, con- 
triv'd der the great Altar of the Church, 


all of Marble, Jaſper, and Porphyry, in 


which there are 26 moſt ſtately Tombs in- 


chaſed in the Walls, and one goes down in- 


to it by a Pair of Stairs all of Jaſper; 1 fan- 
cy'd myſelf deicending into ſome of thoſe 
inchanted Places which our Romances and 
Books of Chivalry talk of; the "Yaberna- 
cle, the Architecture of the Altar, the Steps 
by which one aſcends to it, the Pyx, or Box 
in which the Hoſt is kept, all made of one 
ſingle Agat, are ſo many Wonders; the 


Riches that are there in precious Stones and 


Gold are incredible; one ſingle Cupboard 
of Relicks (for there are four in the four 
Chapels of the Church) infinitely exceeds. 
the Treaſure of St. Mar at Venice; the 
Ornaments of the Church are embroider*& 
with Pearls and precious Stones, and ſo are 
the Chalices and Veſſels of precious Stones; 
the Candleſticks and the Lamps are of pure 
Gold ; there are 40 little Chapels, and as. 
many Altars, upon which are put every 
Day 40 ſeyeral Cloaths and Attires ; the 

L 3 fore- 
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fore-part of the great Altar is compos'd of 
tour Ranks of Jaſper Pillars, and one goes 
up to the Altar by 17 Steps of Porphyry 
Stone; the Tabernacle is beautify'd with 
ſeveral Pillars of Agat, and divers curious 
Figures of Meta] and Cryſtal 3 one can ſee 
nothing about the Tabernacle but Gold, 

Azure-Stone, and other Stones, (Ftranſpa- 
rent, that thro? them the Sacrament (which 
15 kept I in an Agat Veſſel) is eaſily percei- 
ved; this Tabernacle is eſteem'd at a Mil- 
lion of Crowns; there are Eight Pair of 
Organs ; the Chairs or Seats in the Choir 
are made of rare Wood, which comes from 
the Indies, curiouſly wrought, after the Pat- 
tern of thoſe of St. Dominick at Bologn. The 
Cloyſters of the Monaſtery are extreme 
fine, in the middle there is a Flower-Gar- 
den, and a Chapel, which opens four ways, 
whoſe Roof is ſupported with Porphyry 
Pillars, between which there are Niches, in 
which are plac'd the four Evangeliſts, with 
an Angel, and ſeveral Creatures made of 
white Marble, bigger than Nature, who 
throw out Torrents of Water into Marble 
Baſins; the Chapel is arch'd with curious 
Architecture, and pav'd with black and 
white Marble; there are divers Pictures of 
an ineſtimable Value; and in the Chapter- 
Room, which is very large, there are, be- 
ſides molt excellent Pictures, two Baſs-Re- 
liefs 
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liefs all of Agat, two Foot and a half long, 
which cannot be valu'd. As to the Church, 
it has nothing extraordinary in its Structure; 
it is bigger than that of the Jeſuits in St. Au- 
thony's-Street at Paris, but of the fame Form, 
except that, like their Houſe, it 1s of the 
Dorick Order; Bramanto, the famous Ha— 
lian Architect, drew the Model and Deſign 
of it. The King and Queen's Apartments 
; are not ſtately ; but Philip II. intended this 
only tor a Houſe of Prayer and Retirement, 
the Church and the Library were the things 
he took moſt care to adorn. Jitiau the fa- 
mous. Painter, and divers others beſides, 
have exhauſted all their Art and Skill in cu- 
riouſly painting the Galleries of the Libra- 
ry, which indeed are admirable, not only. 
for the excellent Painting, but for 100000 
Volumes that are there, without reckoning 
the original Manuſcripts of ſeveral Fathers 
and Doctors of the Church, which are deli- 
cately bound and gilt. You will eaſily gueſs 
at the Bigneſs of the Eſcurial, when I have 
told you, that there are in it 17 Cloyſters, 
22 Courts, 11000 Windows, above 800 
Pillars, and an infinite Number of Parlours, 
Halls, and Chambers. A little after the 
Death of Philip II. there was taken from the 
Friars of the Eſcurial a certain Eſtate in 
Lands (call'd Campillo) which the late King 
had given them, and was worth 18000 
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Crowns per Annum ; and this was done by 
virtue of a Clauſe in his Will, by which he 
revok'd all the immenſe Donations which 
in his Life. time he had given. 


The Duke of Braganza being at Court in 
King Philip II. time, he had a mind they 
ſhould go with him to the Eſcurial, that he 
might ſee that ſtately Pile of Building; and 
he that had the Care of ſhewing it to him, 
told him it was built in Performance of a 
_ Vow which Philip II. made at the Battel of 

$7. Quintin, The Duke reply'd, He that 
made ſo great a Vow muſt needs have a great 
Terror upon him, And now in mentioning 
this King, I remember to have heard, that 


vation of the three Keys of Spain; theſe 
were, the Streights-mouth, Fluſhing in Zea- 
land, and Cadiz. The Turks or Moors have 
the firſt, the Dutch the ſecond, and the Eng- 
liſh had the laſt bur the King of Spain 


foon recover'd 1 it from them. 


The Eſeurial i is built upon a Peſcent of 
ſome Rocks in a deſart and barren Place, 
and environ'd with Hills; the Village ſtands 
below it, and has but Go Houſes in it; it is 
in a manner always cold Weather there. 
The Extent of the Gardens. and the Park 
is a prodigious thing to ſee, in which one 
meets 


Charles V. recommended to him the Prefer: 
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meets with Woods, Plains, and a vaſt Houſe 


in the midſt, in which the Keepers lodge. 
It abounds with all Sorts of Deer and Fowl. 


After having ſeen a Place which "fo high- 


ly deſerves our Admiration, we all left it; 


and as we had viſited the royal Houſes of 
Prado and Carcuela, we return'd over the 
Mountains, which is a nearer Way, but 
very troubleſome. We came by Colmenar, 
and coaſting along the little River of Gua- 
darana, we paſs'd thro Rozas and Aravaca,, 
and arrived at Madrid, where we learn'd. 
that the Queen's Houſhold were juſt going 
away to. meet. her upon the Frontier. We 
immediately went to the Palace, to bid a- 
dieu to the Ducheſs de Terra Nova, and the 
other Ladies. The King had made them alk 


be mounted, that he might ſee after what. 


manner they would be on the Day of her 
Entry; for this reaſon all the e Mi and 


Doors every where were kept cloſe ſhut and. 


guarded, and no. Man was to enter there.. 
The young Court-Ladies look*d well. e- 
nough; but, good God ! what Figures. 
were the Ducheſs de Terra Nova and Donna. 
Maria Alarcon ! who were the Governan- 
tees of the Queen's Maids: They rid every: 
one upon a Mule ſhod with Silver, and all. 
triz?d with a large Houſing of black Velvet,. 
like that the Phylicians in Paris ride with, 


1 5 upon 
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.upon their Horſes. Theſe Ladies, dreſs*d 
ke Widows (which I have already deſcri- 


bed to you) very old and ugly, with moroſe 


and imperious Looks, wore broad Hats, 
ty'd with Strings under their Chin, and 20 
Gentlemen, who walk'd a-foot by their 
Sides, held them up left they ſhould fall; 
they would never have ſuffer'd theſe Men 
to have touch'd them in that manner had 
not they fear*d breaking their Necks; for 
you muſt know, dear "Couſin, that tho? 


every Lady has two Gentlemen-U ſhers, and 


that they go with them wherever they go, 
yet they never give them their Hand; they 
walk by their Sides, and preſent to them 
their Elbows wrapt in their Cloaks, which 
makes their Arms look monſtrous thick. 
The Ladies do not come near them. But 


that which is yet more ſtrange, if the Queen 


in walk ing ſhould happen to fall, unleſs her 


Ladies were near her to help ber up, tho? 


there were an Hundred Gentlemen there, 
ſhe mult be pleaſed either to rife by herſelf, 


or lie all Day upon the Ground, for none 
dare take her up. 


We ſpent part of the Afternoon in \ look- 


ing at theſe Ladies; the Equipage they had 
indeed was very rich, but very poorly and 


dully contriv*d ; the Ducheſs of Terra Nova 


had alone Six Litters of Velvet, of various 
Colours, and all: embroider'd 3 and Forty 
Mules, 


KS. 


The Lady's Travels into Spain, 251 
Mules, whoſe Houſings were as coſtly as 
ever I ſaw any. You will not hear from me 
again, dear Couſin, before the Queen is 
come hither. While the King is gone to 
meet her, and the whole Court is abſent, 
my Kinſwoman will go into Andaluſia, a- 
bout ſome Buſineſs ſhe has there, I might 
fend you a ſhort Relation of our little Jour- 
ney, if I could be aſſur'd it would pleaſe 
you, I moſt heartily embrace you. 


From Madrid this 20th 
of September, 1679. 


THE whole Court is return'd, and in 


my Memoirs you'll find, dear Couſin, 
the Particulars of the Queen's Journey.. The 
King and ſhe were both together in one 
Coach, and the Curtains being all open, I 
ſaw her at her Arrival here. She was dreſs'd 
after the Spaniſh Way, and I did not think 
ſhe look*d leſs handſome in this than in her 
French Garb; but the King was dreſs'd a la 
Schomberg, which is the Spaniſh Habit for 
the Country, and it is almoſt like the French. 
L have hearyl it told how ſtrangely the Queen 
a was 
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was ſurpriz'd the firſt time ſhe had the Ho- 
nour to ſee him. He had on a cloſe-body'd 


Coat of grey Parragon, very ſhort and wide, 


Velvet Breeches, Stockings of Pelo, that is, 


raw Silk, which they work ſo very looſe. 


that their Skin appears through them; this 
Silk is as ſmall as a Hair, and altho* they 
be very ſtrait yet the King pulls them on at 
once, and ſo he will tear ſometimes 20 Pair 
one after another; he had alſo a very fine 
Cravat, which the Queen ſent him, but it 


was ty'd a little too looſe; his Hair was-put 


behind his Ears, and he wore a: grey, Hat. 
All the Journey, which was very long, they 
fat cloſe to each other in a large Coach, and 
kldam could underſtand one er, but 


by ſome certain Signs, for the King cannot 


fpeak a Ward of French, and the Queen 
could ſpeak: but-very little Spaniſh, Upon 
their Arrival at Madrid they went to ſing 


Te Deum at our Lady de Atocha, attended 


by all the Perſons of ee and a Multi- 
rude of the People, that made the. Air. re- 
ſound with Acclamations of Joy. Aſter- 
wards their Majeſties went to Buen Retiro, 
becaufe the Apartments in the Palace were 
not yet ready, and that the Queen was not 
to remain there till ſne had made her Entry. 
Fhis Time muſt needs have been very te- 
dious to her, for fhe ſaw no Body but the 
Camerera Major and her Ladies. She 13 


forc'd. 
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forc'd to-lead a Life ſo much againſt her In- 
elinations, that ſhe has need of all that Dif- 
cretion and Sweetneſs of Temper ſhe is poſ- 
ſeſs*d of to be able to endure it; ſhe has not 
ſo much as the Liberty to ſee the French 
Ambaſſador; to be ſhort, it is a perpetual. 
Torment. All the Spaniſb Ladies love her 
dearly, and amongſt themſelves. pity her. 


I was. ſome time ago at the Counteſs of 
Villambroſa's, and in a great deal of Com- 
pany. The Marchioneſs de la Fuenta came 
in there; and as they are extreme ſuperſti- 
tious in this Country, ſo ſhe told them, like 
one affrighted, that being with the Queen, 
who looking herſelf in a great Glaſs, and 
laying her Hand gently upon it, it crack'd 
from top to battom, and that the Queen be- 
held it without being in the leaſt mov'd, but 
even laugh'd at the Conſternation that all 
the Ladies about her were in; telling them, 
it betray'd a Weakneſs of Mind to take 
ſuck notice of Things and Accidents as 
might proceed from natural Cauſes. They 
diſcours'd and argu'd a great while upon 
this Matter, and with deep Sighs ſaid, that 
their Queen wauld not live long, 


She alfo told us, that the Queen was much 
more diſturb'd at the Incivility of the Ca- 
mene ra Majo, who - ſeeing ſome of her Hairs 

Our 
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out of place on her Forehead, ſpit on her 


Fingers to lay them ſmooth ; upon which 


the Queen ſtay*d her Arm, telling her in a 
maßfeſtick way, that the beſt Eſſence there 


was not too good ; and that taking her 


Handkerchief ſhe was a great while a clean- 


ing that part of her Hair which this Piece 
of Antiquity had ſo unhandſomely wet. It 
is no uncommon thing here to wet one's 
Head all over, the better to ſmooth and 
make the Hair ſhine. The firſt time my 


Head was dreſs'd after the Spaniſp Mode, 


one of my Relations Women undertook 


this curious Piece of Work, ſhe was no leſs 


than three Hours tugging and pulling my 


Head; and finding that my Hair, which 
is naturally curling, would not comply, 
without ſaying a Word to me, ſhe dipt a 


great Sponge twice in a Baſon of Water, 


and baptiz'd me ſo handſomely, that I was 
laid up with a Cold for a Month. 


But to return to the Queen. It would 
draw Pity from one to ſee how this Came- 


Fera treats her; Iam well aſſur'd that ſhe 


neither ſuffers her to have ſo much as a ſin- 
gle Hair curd, nor to come near her 


Body; and yet the Xing loves the Queen 
with all his Heart, and for the moſt part 


_eats with her, and that without Ceremony 3 
fo that very often when the Maids of Henour 
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are laying the Cloth the King and Queen will 
divert themſelves in helping them ; one will 
lay the Cloth, and tother a Napkin. The 
Queen has her Meat dreſs'd after the French 
way, and the King his after the Spaniſh ; he 
has a Woman Cook to dreſs all his Victuals, 
but the Queen endeavours to bring him to 
like the Ragouſts that are made for her, but 
he cannot abide them. But now you muſk 
not imagine that their Majeſties are ſurroun- 
ded with their Courtiers when they are at 
Dinner, at the moſt there are only ſome 


Ladies of the Palace, a few Menines, but a 


great many Male and Female Dwarfs. 
The Queen made her Entry the 13th of 
January. After all the Paſſages and Avenues 
of the great Road which leads to Buen Reliro 
were ſtopt, and all Coaches forbid to come 
that way, there was a friumphal Arch built, 
and the Queen painted upon it; it was alſo 
cover d with divers Garlands, and had ſe- 
veral Emblems and other things painted 
it was ſet in the Way by which the Queen 
muſt paſs to go into Madrid ; on each fide 
there was a ſort of a Gallery, which had 
Places contriv'd in them to ſhew the Arms. 
of the ſeveral Kingdoms under the Spaniſh: 
Dominion, joining one to another by cer- 
tain Pillars which ſupported ſome gilt Sta- 
tues, every one of which repreſented Crowns. 
and Infcripyons which. had relation to. thoſe: 

Kingdoms. 
This 
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This Gallery reach'd to the triumphat 
Gate on the great Road, which was very 
rich, and adorn'd with feveral Statues ; 
where likewiſe there were four beautiful 
young Maids dreſsd. like Nymphs waiting 


for the Queen, and holding in their Hands 


Baſkets of Flowers, ready to ſtrow them on 


the Ground as ſhe paſs'd. Hardly was one 


out of this Gate or Arch. but a ſecond ap- 
pear*d, and ſo for a great way one after 
another was ſeen ; theſe were adorn'd with 
the King's Council, that of the Inqui/ition, the 
Council of the Indies, of Arragon, of State, of 
Ttaly, of Flanders, and other Places, under 


fo many gilt Statues; that: of Juſtice was 
higher rais'd than all the reſt. A little fur- 


ther was repreſented the Golden Age, accom- 
pany'd with the Law, Rewards, Protection 
and Punifhments. The Temple of Faith was 
exhibited in a Picture; Honour and Fidelity 
open'd the Gate, and Joy came forth to re- 
ceive the new Queen. There was beſides a 
Picture which ſhew*d the Reception Solomon 
gave the Queen of Sheba ; and another, where 
Deborab was giving of Laws to her People; 
there were alſo the Statues. of Ceres, Aſtrea, 
Union, Virtue, Life, Safety, Time, the Earth, 


Tranguilkty, Peace, Greatneſs, Reſt, Themis, 
and Liberality. Amongſt all the Painting, I 


took notice of that where Æneas is deſcend- 
ing into Hell, Cerberus cham'd by the Sybile, 


the Elyſian Fields, where Anchiſes — Bis 
Son 
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Son who ſhould ſucceed him in his Poſteri- 
ty. The reſt were filled with an infinite 
Number of Hierog/yphicks, The Queen ſtopt 
at the third Arch which was over againſt a 
very fine Parterre in her way. In it were 
Falls of Water, Grotto's, Fountains and 
white Marble Statues. Nothing could be 
more pleaſant than this Garden. It be- 
long' d to the Friars of St. Francis of Paulo, 
who built it. The fourth Gate was in the 
middle of the Place call'd Del Sol. It was 
no leſs glorious than the others, by the 
Gold Pictures, Statues, and Motto's about 
It, h 

The Street where the Furriers dwelt 
was all full of ſeeming Animals, though 
the Skins were. ſo artificially ſtuffed, that 
any body would have taken them for living 
Tygers, Lions, Bears, and Panthers. Fhe 
fifth Gate, which was that of Guadalajara, 
had its peculiar Ornaments. And after 
that, the Queen paſſed into the Goldſmiths 
Street, the ſide of which was. ſet full of An- 
gels of pure Silver. There were feen alſo 


divers Bucklers of Gold, upon which were 


contrived the King's and Queen's Names, 
with their Arms, in Pearls, Rubies, Dia- 
monds, Emeralds, and other Stones, ſo fine: 
and rich, that the ſkilful ſa id, there was. to 
the value of above twelve Millions. In the 
Placa Major, there was an Amphitheatre ſet 
full of Statues, and adorned with Fan 
be 
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The laſt Gate was near that. In the middle 
of the firſt Front of the Queen Mother's 
Palace was ſeen Apollo, all the Muſes, the 
Picture of the King and Queen on horſeback, 
and divers other things, which I did not 
mind ſo much to give you an Account of 
them. The Palace Court was ſurrounded 
with young Men and Maids, which repre- 
ſented all the Rivers both great and ſmall 
of Spain. They were crowned with Reeds 
and Water Lilies, with Pots overturned ; 
and the reſt of their Attire ſuitable. They 
complimented the Queen in Latinand Spaniſh. 
There were alſo erected in this Court two 
Caſtles of Artificial Fire-works. All the 
Palace was hung with the richeſt Tapeſtry 
that belonged to the Crown ; and there are 
but few Places in the World where there 1s 
finer ſeen. Two Chariots full of Muſicians 
went before their Majeſt ies. 1 
The Magiſtrates of the City came out of 
their Publick Houſe in their Robes, which | 
were made of Brocade embroidered with | 
Gold. They wore little Hats buttoned up | 
with Plumes of Feathers, and were mounted 
upon very fine Horſes. They came to pre- | 
ſent the Keys of the City to the Queen, and 
to receive her under a Canopy. The King | 
and the Queen Mother went in a Coach all | 
open, that the People might ſee them, as | 
far as the Counteſs of Ognate's Houſe, where | 
the Queen came to them. 


Six 
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Six Trumpeters in black and red Suits, in 
Company of the City Kettle-Drums, moun- 
ted upon fine Horſes, whoſe Houſings were 
of black Velvet, marched before the Al- 
cade of the Court. The Mights of the three 
Military Orders, namely St. James, Cala- 
trava, and Alcantara, followed after in 
Cloaks, all embroidered with Gold, and 


their Hats covered with Plumes of Feathers. 


After them went the TYulados de Caſtille, and 
the Officers of the King's Houſhold. They 
wore white Robes, and molt of them were 
Grandees of Spain. Their Hats were trim'd 
with Diamonds and Pear], and their Mag- 
nificence appeared every way. They had 
moſt admirable Horſes. Every one had 
abundance of Liveries ; and their Foot- 
men's Suits were of Gold and- Silver Bro- 
cademix*d with colour'd Silk, which look*d 


very well. 


The Qucen rid upon a curious Horſe of 
Andalouſia, which the Marquiſs de Villa 


Alayma, her firſt Gentleman-Uſher, led by 


the Reins. Her Cloaths were ſo richly 
embroidered that one could fee no Stuff. 
She wore a Hat trim'd with a Plume of 
Feathers, and the Pearl called the Pere- 


Lina, which is as big as a ſmall Pear, and 


of an ineſtimable Value. Her Hair hung 
looſe upon her Shoulders, and upon her 
Forehead. Her Neck was a little bare, 
and ſhe wore a ſmall Fardingal.. She had 


upon 
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upon her Finger the large Diamond of the 


| King's, which is pretended to be the faireſt 
in Europe. But the Queen's pretty Looks, 
and her Charms, ſhined much brighter than 
all the fparkling Fewels with which ſhe was 
adorned. Behind her, and without the 
Canopy, went the Ducheſs de Terra nova, 
dreſſed in Duenna, together with Donna 
Laura Maria de Alarcon, Governante of the 
Queen's Maids. They rid each of them 
upon a Mule. Immediately after them, 
the Queen's Maids, to the Number of eight, 
all covered with Diamonds and Embroi- 
dery, appeared upon very fine Horſes, every 
one having two of the Court walking by 


their Side. The Queen's Coaches went 


after them; and the Guards of the Lancilla 
bronght up the Rear. She ſtopt before the 


Counteſs of Ognate's Houſe, to ſalute the 
King and Queen Mother. She alighted at 


St. Mary's, where Cardinal Portocarrero, 


Archbiſhop. of Toledo, waited for her; and 
immediately Te Deum began. As ſoon as 
it was ended, ſhe mounted her Horſe again 
and rid to the Palace; where ſhe was re- 
ceived by the King, and Queen Mother. 
The King help'd her off her Horſe, and 
the Queen Mother tak ing her by the Hand, 
led her to her Apartment, where all the 
Ladies were waiting for her, and fell on 
their Knees in all Humility to kiſs her | 
Hand. While I am upon this Head of 


the 
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— 


the Palace, I ſhould tell you, dear Couſin, 
that I have heard there are certain Laws or 
Rules eſtabliſh*d in the Palace, which have 
been obſerv'd there for above theſe hundred 
Years without the leaſt Deviation, they are 
call'd the Orders or Ceremomals of the Pa- 
tace ; they run thus: That the Queen of 
Ipain ſhall go to-bed at Ten a-Clock in 
Summer, and Nine in Winter. At the 
Queen's firſt being here ſhe did not conſider 
the appointed Hour, it ſeem'd to her rea- 
ſonable that the Rule of going to- bed ſhould 
be when one is ſleepy; but it frequently 
happen'd, that as ſhe was eating her Sup- 


per ſome of her Women, without ſaying a 
ir | Word to her, would begin to undreſs her 
1, | Head, and others to pull off her Shoes un- 
ho der the Table, and ſo hurry her to-bed with 
he] that haſte as made her very much wonder. 
1 = The King of Spain ſleeps * one Apart- 
nd ment, and the Queen in another, but yet 
as loves his Nueen too well to lie from her. It 
ain is chus noted in the Orders, that when the 
re- king comes out of his own Chamber in the 
wr Night to go into the Queen's, he muſt wear 
and if his Shoes fike Slippers (for here they make 
nd, none of theſe laſt) his black Cloak upon his 


Shoulders inſtead of a Night-Gown (which 
no Body makes uſe of at Madrid) his Broquel 
or Buckler (of which I have ſpoken in ſome 
of my Letters) falten d under his Arm, and 
his 
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his Bottle faſten*d by a String to the other ; 
but you muſt not think this Bottle holds 
Drink to quench Thirſt, it is for a quite 


with all this Accoutrement, the King has 
beſides a long Rapier in one Hand, and a 
dark Lanthorn in the other; and in this 
manner he 1s oblig*d to go all alone into the 
Queen's Chamber. 

There is another Order in the Ceremo- 
nial, which is, that after the King has taken 
a Miſtreſs, and happens to forſake her, ſhe 
muſt be a Nun, as I have already told you. 
I have heard that the late King being in love 
with a Lady of the Palace, he knock*d one 

Night ſoftly at her Chamber-Door ; as ſhe 
imagin'd it was he, ſo ſhe would not open it, 

and only ſaid to him thro' the Door, Baya, 
baya, eon Dios, no quiero ſer Monja, that is 
to ſay, Go, go, God be with you, I have no 
mind to be a Nun. 

It is alſo ſet down, that the King every 
time he receives a Favour from his Miſtreſs, 


3 She 


muſt give her four Piſtoles; you perceive 
he will not ruin his Eſtate thus, and that the 
Expence he is at for his Pleaſure is very 
moderate. To this purpoſe it 1s publickly Þ 
known, that Philip IV. the Father of the 
preſent King, having heard of the Beauty 
of a famous Couriezan, went to ſee her at | 
her Houſe, but being a religious Obſerver | 
of the Orders, he gave her but four Piſtoles. 


contrary Purpoſe, which you muſt gueſs; | 


8 1 FE PAY 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. 263 
She was very angry at ſo diſproportionate a 
Recompence to her Merit; but diſſembling 
her Diſpleaſure, ſhe dreſs'd herſelf like a 
Cavallero, and went to fee the King; and 
after ſhe had made herſelf known, and had 
had a moſt particular Audience of him, ſhe 
pulPd out a Purſe of four hundred Poles, 
and laid upon the Table: 1: is thus, ſaid ſhe, 

I pay my Miſtreſſes; ſo pretending that this 
time the King was her Miſtreſs, ſeeing ſhe 
came in Man's Cloaths to find him our. 


By theſe Ceremonials the fix'd Time of 
e the King's going to any of his Houſes of 


e Pleaſure 1s known, whether it be to the E/- 
le curial, to Aranjuas, or to Buen Retiro; 10 
4 that, without ſtaying for his Orders, all his 
7, Equipage 1s ſent away, and early in the 
is Morning they go to awake him, that he 


may riſe and put on thoſe Cloaths that are 
ſet down in the Orders, according to the 
Seaſon; and after that he ſteps into his 
great Coach, and ſo very contentedly goes 
where ſeveral Ages paſt it has been agreed 
Jon. 
When the appointed Time comes to re- 
turn, tho' the King is never ſo well pleas'd 
where he is, yet he muſt go away, that he 
may not alter the Cuſtom. 

It is alſo known when he is to go to Con- 
Non, and to-perform his Devotions Aro 
. [6 at 


* 
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that time the Confe Nr comes and preſents 
himſelf. 

Every Courtier, and even the Ambaſſadors, 
are oblig*d, when they go into the King's 
Chamber, to put on certain little Lawn 
Cuffs, which they wear quite flat upon their 
Sleeves; there are Shops in the Guard- 

Room where the Lords hire them, and re- 
turn them when they come out. In like 
manner all the Ladies are to wear Pattens 
when they go into the Queen's Preſence. 
I think I have already told you, that theſe 
are a kind of Sandals, into which the Shoe 
is faſten'd, and which raiſes them up very 
high ; if they ſhould appear before the 

' Queen without theſe Sandals ſhe would take 
it very ill. 

The Queens of Spain have none but Wi- 
dows and Maids about them, the Palace is 
ſo full of them, that one can ſee nothing elſe 
thro' the Lattices and in the Balconies; and 
here is one thing ſeems to me very ſingular, 
which is, that a Man, altho' he be marry'd, 
is allow'd to declare himſelf a Lover or Gal- 
lant of a Lady of the Palace, and for her 
Sake to commit all the Follies, and to ſpend 
all the Money he can, without being in the 
leaſt blam'd for it; one ſhall ſee theſe Gal- 
{ants in the Court, and all the Ladies in the 
Windows, where it is their daily Employ- 
ment to diſcourſe with and entertain one 
another 
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another by their Fingers; for you muſt 
know that their Hands ſpeak a Language 
that is perfectly intelligible, and as it might 
be gueſs'd, as if it was always alike, and that 


things: So they agree with their Miſtreſſes 
upon certain private Signs and Actions, 


which no body elſe underſtands. This kind 


of Love is.publick. A Man muſt be of a 


Ipececuliar fort of Wit and Humour dexte- 
5 rouſly to manage theſe Intrigues, and to be 
d accepted by the Ladies: for they are won- 


derful delicate and nice; they do not talk 
like other People. In the Palace there 
reigns a certain Genius and Strain of Wit 
quite different from that in the City; and 


ſo peculiar, that one muſt learn it as they do 


abroad, all, or, however, the greateſt part 
of the Ladies go with her. Then the Gal- 
lants, who are conſtantly upon the watch, 
go a- foot by their Coach ſides, that they 
may enjoy their Converſation. It is really 
good Sport to ſee how theſe poor Lovers 
dirty themſelves z for the Streets are horrid 
naſty ; but then, the more dirty, the more 
gallant, When the Queen returns Home 
late, there are-carried before the Coaches 
where her Ladies are, forty. or fifty Flam- 
beaus of white Wax; and this ſometimes 
makes a very glorious Illumination ; for 
. . M there 


the ſame Signs always meant the ſame 


an Art or Trade. When the Queen goes 
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there are ſeveral Coaches, in every one di- 
vers Ladies; ſo that frequently one may ſee 
above a thouſand Flambeaus, beſides thoſe 
the Queen has. 

When the Ladies of the Palace are let 
Blood the Chirurgeon takes a mighty Care 
of the Ligature, Fillet, or any Cloth, or 
Handkerchief, upon which any of the Blood 
of the Fair one has fallen; for he never 
fails to make a rich Preſent of it to the 
Cavallero that loves her. And this is looked 
upon to be a worthy Occaſion for a Man 
to ruin himſelf to all intents. There have 
been ſome ſo extravagantly fooliſhly, as 
to give the Chirurgeon a Spoon, a Fork, 
or a Knite, which may be the Stock of a 
great many we know; for I aſſure you, 
this extends to the Value of three or four 
thouſand Crowns. And this is a Cuſtom ſo 
rooted amongſt them, that a Man had ra- 
ther feed upon nothing but Radiſnes and 
Leeks all the Year long, than not to per- 
form what he is obliged to do upon theſe 
fort of Occaſions. 

Few of the Ladies of the Palace leave it 
without being very advantageouſly married. 
There are alſo the Queen's Menines, who 
are ſo very young when they come to her, 
that ſhe has ſome not above ſix or ſeven 


Years old: Theſe are Children of the higheſt 
Quality. 
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uality. I have ſeen ſome of them more 
beautiful than the God of Love himſelf Was 
ever painted. 

On ſome ſolemn Days, when the Ladies 
of the Palace go abroad, or when the 
Queen gives Audience; every Lady has 
the Privelege to place by her Sides two Ca- 
velleros, who put on their Hats before their 
Majeſties, although they be not Grandees 
of Spain. They are called Embevicidos, that 
is, drunk with Love, and ſo tranſported with 
their Paſſion, and the Pleaſure of being 
near their Miſtreſſes, that they are uncapable 
of minding any thing elſe : They are per- 
mitted to be covered for the ſame Reaſon 
that mad Men are, who underſtand not 
their Obligation to Decency and good 
Manners ; but yet to enjoy this Liberty 
they muſt have leave from their Ladies, 
otherwiſe they dare not preſume to attempt 
It. | 

There is no other Diverſion at Court than 
Plays ; but during the Carnaval, they emp- 
ty Eggs by a little Hole in the Shell, and 
fl them full of ſweet- ſcented Water, and 
then ſtop them up again with Wax; and 
when the King is ata Play, he throws 
theſe at every body; and every one, in 
Imitation of his Majeſty, throws them 
likewiſe at one another. This perfumed 
Rain makes the Air very ſweet, but withal 

M 2 wets 
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wets People pretty handſomely : And this 
1s one of their greateſt Paſtimes. There 
is hardly any body at this Seaſon but what 


carries a hundred of theſe Egg-ſhells, that 
are either filled with Orange-flower, or 


ſome other ſweet - ſcented Water, and as 
they go along in their Coaches, throw them 
in Folks Faces. At this time the People 
alſo pleaſe themſelves after their Faſhion. 
For Example, they*ll break off the Neck 
of a Bottle, and tie that Part that is within 


the Wicker to the Tail of a Dog, and 


ſometimes you ſhall ſee above two thouſand 
run after him. 


The King's Dwarf is the prettieſt that 


ever I ſaw; his Name is Loviſillo; he was 
born in Flanders; he is extreme little, 
and exactly well proportioned; he has a 
handſome Face, an admirable Complexion, 
and not only wittier than one can ima- 
gine, but withal very wiſe and knowing. 
When he goes to take the Air, there is a 
Groom to wait on him, who rides upon 
one Horſe, and carries another before 
him, which is ſo very ſmall, that he may 
properly be termed a dwarf Horſe, and 
1s as handſome for his kind as his Ma- 
ſter's is for his. This Horſe is brought to 
the Place where Loviſillo is to mount him, 
for he would be almoſt tired if he was 
to walk fo far; and it is really a great 
F Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure to ſee the Dexterity of this little: 
Animal and his Maſter, when he orders 
him like a managed Horſe. I do aſſure 
you, that when he is upon his Back, they 
do not both make above three quarters of 
an Ell in height. He ſaid very ſeriouſly 
t'other Day, that he would fight the Bull 
at the firſt Bul/-Feaſt, for the Sake of his 
Miſtreſs Donna Elvira. This is a little 
Girl about ſeven or eight Years of Age, 
but wonderfully beautiful. The Queen 
commanded him to be her Gallant. It 
is a great Happineſs for this Child that 
ſhe is fallen into the Queen's Hands. PIt 
tell you how it happened. 


The Fathers of Mercy went to redeem 


a certain number of Slaves that they 
brought to Madrid, and according to their 
4 _ Cuſtom of coming through the City in 
. Proceſſion, the Queen chanced to caſt her 
L Eyes on a Captive Woman, who led two: 
5 little Girls by the Hand: They ſeemed to 
2 be Siſters; but there was this Difference 
between them, that one was extream 
5 handſome, and the other as ugly. The 
"i Queen made her come to her, and aſked: 
i her if ſhe was the Mother of thoſe two- 
aa Children: She anſwered, that ſhe was 
8 Mother only to the ugly one. And how 
At came you by the other, ſaid the Queen? 
5 Madam, repfy'd the Woman, we were in 


M 3 a Veſſth,, 
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a Veſſel, in which there was a great Lady 


big with Child; but we did not know 


who ſhe was; only by her Attendance, 
and the Richneſs af her Cloaths, it was 
eaſy to think ſhe muſt be of Quality. 
After: a long and ſharp Fight we were 
taken; the greateſt part of her People were 
killed, and The was ſo frighted, that the 
the fell in Travel, and as ſoon as ſhe was de- 
livered, dy'd. I was by her, and ſeeing 
this poor little Creature without a Nurſe, 
and ready to periſh, I reſolved to nouriſh 


it up with my own, if it was poſſible. As 
ſoon as the Cor/airs were Maſters of our 


Ship, they divided the Booty amongſt 
themſelves ; they were in two Veſſels, and 


ſo each took away with them the Lot that 
was fallen to them. Thoſe remaining Wo- 
N and other Servants which belonged 


this Lady, were on one fide of 


5 Veſſel, and I on the other: So that, 


Madam, continued the Woman, I was ne- 


ver able to learn what, or who the Perſon 


was whoſe Child I ſav'd. I now look up- 


on her as my own Daughter, and ſhe be- 
lieves I am her Mother. So charitable 
a Deed, ſays the Queen, ſhall not go un- 
rewarded : I ſhall rake care of you, and- 


the little Incognits I will keep. And in- 


deed the Queen loves it fo extreamely, that 


the Girl always wears 21 rich Cloaths. 
She 
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She follows her Majeſty every where, and 
talks to her with that Grace and Freedom, 
as ſufficiently declares her to be of no mean 


Original, Perhaps Time may diſcover who 


ſhe is. 


Here are none of thoſe ſolemn and lay: 
fant Feſtivals which are at Verſailles, when 
the Ladies have the Honour to eat with 
their Majeſties. All is very reſerved in 
this Court; and in my Opinion, nothing 


but a general and conſtant Habit could 


prevent abundance of things from being ex- 
treme tedious to them. Thoſe Ladies who 
do not actually dwell at Court, never come 
to it, but when the Queen ſends for them; 

and ſhe is not allowed to ſend for them 
often neither. She lives for the moſt part 
without any other Company than her Wo- 
men; there was never any Life more me- 
lancholy than her's. | 


When ſhe goes a hunting (and you muſt 
know, that of all the Queens that have 
reigned in Spain, ſhe is the firſt that has 


had-this Liberty) and is come to the Place 


appointed for mounting on Horſeback, ſhe 
muſt ſet her Feet upon the Coach Boot, 
and ſo throw herſelf upon her Horſe. It is 
not long ſince ſhe had one, rhat being a little 
ſhy and ſkirtiſh, would ſtart away as ſhe 
jeaped upon kim, and ſo ſhe had a moſt 

M 4 grievous 
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grevious Fall. When the King is there, he 


aſſiſts her; but no body elſe dare come 
Jo near the Queens of Spain, as to touch 


them and help them on Horſeback; they 


had rather they ſhould be hurt, and that 
- their Lives ſhould be e to the great- 


eſt Danger. 


She has fourteen Mattreſſes or Quilts. 
upon her Bed: there are neither Flocks nor 
 Feather-beds uſed here, theſe Quilts be- 
ing made of Spam/b Wool, which is che 


fineſt in the World: They are not above 


three Fingers thick, ſo that her Bed is no 
higher than one of ours in France. They 
make theſe Mattreſſes ſo thin, that they 
may the more eaſily be turn'd and removed; 
and indeed, I have obſerv'd that they keep 


hollower, and are not near fo hard. 


It is the Cuſtom in Madrid for the Ma- 
ſter or Miſtreſs of the Houſe to go before 
thoſe that come to ſee them. They think 
this is a Piece of great Civility, to leave, 
ſay they, a Perſon in the Poſſeſſion of all 
that is in the Room. As to the Women, 
they do not kiſs one another in their Salu- 


tation; they only preſent their Hand with- 
out a Glove. 

They have another Cuſtom, N I 
think odd and peculiar enough ; and that 


is, When a Daughter has a Mind to be 


marry'd, 


WV. 
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marry'd, and is the eldeſt, and has already. 
made her Choice, tho* both her. Father 
and Mother are againſt the Match, ſhe: 
need only go to the Curate of the Pariſh, . 


and tell him the Matter, and the Buſineſs is 


done; immediately he takes her from her 


Parents Houſe, and either puts her into a 


Convent, or to ſome. devout Lady, whare 
ſhe remains for a little time; afterwards, if 
ſhe perſeveres in her Reſolution, the Father 
and Mother are oblig'd to give her a Por- 
tion ſuitable to her Quality and their Eſtate, 
and in ſpite of them ſhe is marry*d. Partly. 
upon this account it is that ſuch Care is ta- 
ken to keep their Daughters cloſe, . and to- 
let no Body ſpeak to them, and ſo. to make 
it difficult for them to take any Meatures-- 
for the Management of an Intrigue; other- 

wiſe, provided the Gavallero. be a Gentle- 
man, it is ſuffcient; and he may marry his 
Miſtreſs, tho' ſhe ſhould prove to -be-the + 


Daughter-of #.Grandee of Spain. 


Since my being in this Country, Erhink IL. 
have not neglected informing.you of every 
thing. I will now proceed to finiſſi my 
Memoirs of the Court of Spain, ſeeing thoſe- 
Iifarſt ſent you pleaſe you ſo well. Iſhall 
ſend you the reſt as faſt as any thing: hap- 
pens, and offers itſelf, that is worth your 
Curioſity and. Notice. I do-alfo promiſe 
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you to write you that Relation you deſire 
of me. But for all theſe little Trifles I muſt 
beg you, dear Couſin, to grant me ſome- 

thing that is conſiderable z and that is, the 
| Continuation of your Friendſhip, for which 
I have a juſt Value. 


From Madrid this 28th 
September, 1681. 


My wont as Xo. 5 


OFTHE 


To the YE ar 1700. 


CEL ELALAE UAE LA LEUA CALICO: 
LETTER: XVI. 


JR OU deſired in your laſt ſome 
Account of the Court of Spain, 
and more particularly touch- 


I ſhall endeavour to fatisfy 
you in, ſo far as is come to my 
Knowledge; for you muſt underſtand the 


Spaniards are a proud, reſerv'd fort of Peo- 
ple, with great Opinion of their own, and 


as mean of other Nations, that makes them 
very difficult of Acceſs, and fo by conſe- 
| quence 


Preſent State of Hain, 


ing the Nobility thereof, which 
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quence a hard thing for a Stranger to make- 
that Friendſhip among Perſons of Quality, 


| which is neceſſary for a due Information 


of Matters concerning Perſons of the firſt 
Rank; which Conſideration, join'd to the 
natural Jealouſy of the Men of that Coun- 
try, as well as the accuſtomary Reſerved- 
neſs of the Women, makes me often ſmile 
to hear our travelling Gallants relate their 
Friendſhip with the Gentlemen, and In- 


trigues with the Ladies, with ſo much Falſ- 
hood and Confidence. 


The preſent K ing is Charles II. the Em- 
peror Charles V. of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
his Anceſtor, being born the firſt of that 
Name. This Prince was born Sunday the 
Sixth of November, 61. at half an Hour after 
12 at Noon, to the great Joy of his Father 
Philip IV. and Mother, Donna Mariana de 
Auſtria, Siſter of the preſent Emperor; his 
Nephew, the Dauphin of France, being born 
the firſt. His Father dy'd the 25th of V- 
vember, 65. The next Day the Councils 
vent in State and proclaim'd the new King, 
and kiſs'd bis Hand. On the 28th. of No- 
vember the Town of Madrid lifted up the 
Standard for the new King, by the Hands 
of Don Ramin. de Guſman, Duke of Medina, 
de los Torres, accompany'd by the Nobility,, 
Kings at Arms, c. Having mounted a 
Scaffold richly, coyer'd i in the great 7-7 tall 


the: 
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the oldeſt King of Arms having proclaim'd. 
Silence three times, the Duke lifts up the- 
Standard, crying three. times (Caſtilla, for 
the Catholick King Charles the Second of 
that Name, whom God preſerve) all. the 
People crying out, Viva ;. they not uſing. 
to crown. their Kings preſently, but a Day, 
or two after. Don. Lewis de Arragon, Duke 
of Cardonna and Segorbe, the moſt ancient 
Knight of the Golden Heece, knighted him. 

in the Preſence of ſeveral Knights. of that 
Order, put on him the Collar of the Golden 
Fleece with the uſual Ceremonies ; the Prin- 
ces of Aſtiliano, Auclino and Montalto doing 
him Homage for Italy, Prince of Barbancon- 
for Flanders, the Ambaſſador for Germany, 
and the Duke of Cardouna for Spain. He re- 
main'd under the Tutelage. of his Mother 

till the Year 1675, when he took upon him 
the Government; he is an caſy Man, tall 
and thin, fair, with the Auſtrian great under: 130 
Lip; but of mean Capacity, and not at all | 
active; which makes the Spaniards often; | 
cry out, when ſhall we have:a King of our 
own.Complex1on ?: They ſpeak very ſlight... 
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. ly of him, as of an Innocent; but yet they, 
. are very loyal, laying all the Miſcarriages 
I in the Government on the. Miniſters, who», 
. are chang'd often enough. 3 | 
a. As to the Nobility of this Kingdom, they 
"a | may be divided into the higher and 9 : 
&- > LIES | che. 
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the former comprehending only ſuch as are 
Grandees, Who are cover*d in the King's 
Preſence ; they were ſo order'd by Charles 
V. to avoid the Competitions between the 
great Men of Spain and Princes of Germany, 
and in ſome ſort to make them equal; there 
are ſaid to be three Degrees of Pre-eminence 
herein; the firſt come into the King's Pre- 
ſence, ſpeak to him uncover'd, and then put 
on their Hats; the ſecond ſpeak to the 
King, and put not on their Hats till the 
King has ſpoke to them; the third ſpeak to 
the King, and ſtand by tilb the King com- 
mands them to cover. The Names and 
Titles of theſe Grandees follow hereafter i in 
an 8 Order. 0 


Dok xs of, 


. an his Name Alencaſtre, his 
Eſtates in Portugal and Ca ſtille. 
2. Albuquerque , his Name Cueva, his 
Eſtates in Caſtille. 6 
Alcala, his Name Ribora, his Eſtates 

in Andaluſ a, now united by Marriage to 
the Duke ( Medina Celi., N 

4. Ava, his Name Toledo, his Eſtates i in 
Caftille, Granada, and Navarr. 

5. Arcos, his Name Poncedeleon, his Eſtates 
in Andaluſia. 

6. Ariſcot, his Name Arrenberg, his Eftates 
in Flanders. 1 


*; Aveiro, 
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5. Aveiro, his Name Mlencaftre, his Eſtates 
in Portugal. ( Arco.) ö Wi 

8. Buena, his Name Cordova, kis Eſtates 1 
in Andaluſia and Naples. (Seſſa.) by 

. Barcelos, his Name Percira Fo Purtu- 
gal, his Eſtates in Portugal. 

10. Begar, his Name Zuniga, his Eſtates 
in Caſtille and Andaluſia. 

II. Braccian, his Name Veſi ino, his Eſtates 
in Italy. 

12. Braganza, his Name Percira and Por- 
tugal, his Eſtates in Portugal, now King 
thereof. 

13. Carmina, his Name Meruſes, his Edtates: 
in Portugal. | 

14. Cardonna, his Name Arragon, Pile, 
Cordova, his Eſtates in Caſtille, Andalujia, 
Valentia, and Catalonia. (Medina Celi.) 4 

15. Cea, his Name Sandoval, his Eſtates . 72 
in Caſtille. P's 

16. Eſcalona, his Name Pacheco, his 
Eſtates in Caſtile. N 
17. Feria, his Name Figueroa, his Eſtates 
in Eſtramadura. 

18. Frias, his Name Velaſco, his Eſtates 
in Caſtille. (The Conſtable.) 

19. Gandia, his Name Borja, his Eſtates 
in Valentia. 

20. Guſtales, his Name Gonzaga, ba = 
ſtates in Lombardy. (Legure.) 

21. Linarts, his Name Aencaſtre, his E- 
ſtates in Portugal. 


22. Hure, 
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22. Hure, his Name Groy, his Eſtates un 
Handers. 
2. Hjar, his Name Sylva, his Eſtates 
in Caſtille and Arragon. 
224. Hweſcar, his N ame Toledo, his Eſtates- 
in Granada. 
: # AB Infantado, . lis Name Mendeza, his: 
Eſtates in Caſtille. (Admiral of Arragon.) 
206. Lerma, his Name Sandoval . his 
Eftates i in Caſtille. ( Medina Cell.) 
27. Maguida, his Name Cardenas, his 
Eſtates in Caſtille and Valentia. (Naxera.) 
28. Medina Celi, his Name Corda, his. 
Eſtates in Caſtille and Andaluſia. 

29. Medina Rioſeca, his Name e 
his Eſtates in Caſtille and Sicily. (Admiral of 
Caſtille.) 

30. Medina: Sidonia, his Name Guſman, 
his Eſtates in Andaluſia. 
31. Medina de los Torres, his Name Cf 
man, his Eſtates in Caſtile and Andaluſia. 


32. Montalto, his Name Moncada and 


Arragon, his Eſtates in Sicily. 

33. Montelcon, his Name Pignatelli, his 
Eſtates in the Kingdom of Naples. 

34. Nanera, his Name Manrique de Zara, 
his Eſtates in Caſtille. 

35. Nothera, his Name Carafa. and Ca- 
ſtriote, his Eſtates in Naples. 

36. Offuna, his Name Giron, his Eſtates- 


* ia. 
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37. Paliano, his Name Colona, his Eſtates. 
in Naples, and Land of the Church. 
38. Paſtrana, his Name Silva, his Eftates. 
in Cafile 
39. Pegnaranda, his Name Zuniga, his 
Eſtates in Caſtille. 
40. Sf. Lucar, his Name Guſman, his E- 
Rates i in Andaluſia. ( Medina de los Rios.) 
41. Segorbe, his Name Arragon, his E- 
ſtates in Yalentia. (Medina Celi. ) 
42. ot, Peter, his Name Spinola, his E- 
ſtates in Milan and Genoa. 
43. Seſſa, his Name Fernandes de Cordova... 
his Eftates in Naples. 
44. Salmaneta, his Name Cajetans, his 
Eftates in the Land of the Church. 
496. Terranova, his Name Arragon and 
Cortez, his Eſtates in Sicily and Caſtille. 
46. Torrecuſa, his Name Caracciolo, his 
Eſtates in Naples. 
47. Turſis, his Name Doria, his Eſtates 
in Naples and Genoa. 
48. Torres Novas, his Name e 
his Eſtates in Portugal. 
49. Veraguas, his Name Columbus and 
Portugal, his Eſtates in Angaluft ia, Jamaica, 
and Peru. 
50. Vivona, his Name Peralta and Arra- 
gon, his Eſtates in Sicily. 
51. Villa Hermaſa, his Name Arragon and 
Borja, his Eſtates in Arragon. 


52, Leda, 
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52. Uzeda, his Name Sandoval y Roxas, 


his Eſtates in Caſtille. 


Princss of, 


52. Aſo, his Name Leiva, his Eſtates 


1n Naples. 


54. Biſinana, his Name San 6 Senerino, his 
Eſtates in Naples. 
55. Botera, his Name Colona, his Eſtates 


in Sicily. 


56. Ligni, bis Name Ligni, his Eſtates 
in Flanders. 


57. Melchi, his Name Doria, his Eſtates 


in Naples. 


58. Molfata, his Name Gonzaga, his E- 
ſtates in Lombardy and Naples, 

59. Stillano, his Name Caraffa, his E- 
ſtates in Naples and Lombardy. (Medina de 
Rioſeca.) 

60. Sulmona, his Name Burgeſi 70, his E- 
ſtates in Bolognia and the Church. 

61. Vinoſa and Piombina, his Name Lu- 
devilio, his Eſtates 1 in. Nap ples and 7 a 


M1113 of 


62. Aguilar, his Name Manrigue, his 


" Eftates in Caſtille. ( Feethana.) 


63. Aytona, his Name Moncada, his E- 
[rates 1 in Catelonia. 
64 Alcanizas, 
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64. Alcanizas, his Name FHenriques, his 
Eſtates in Caſtille and India. 

65. Aſtorga, his Name O/j5rio and Fills 
Lobas, his Eſtates in Caſtille and Leon. 


66. Balbaces, his Name Spinola, his E- 


ſtates in Caſtille. 

67. Camaraſa, his Name Cobos and Luna, 
his Eſtates in Arragon and Galicia. 

68. Del Carpio, his Name Haro, his E- 
ſtates in Andaluſia. 

69. Caſtel Rodrigo, his Name Moura and 
e Real, his Eſtates in Portugal. 

70. Comures, his Name Ayala and Cor- 
dova, his Eſtates in Andalufia. (Medina 
Celi.) 


71. Denia, his Name Sandoval and Roxas, 


his Eſtates in Valentia. (Ditto.) 


72. Hinowſa, his Name Mendoza and 


Arrellano, his Eſtates in Caſtille and Rioja. 


73. Leganez, his Name My/ia and Guſ- 


man, his Eſtates in Caſtille. | 
74. Mondexar, his Name Mendoza , his 
Eſtates in Caſtille. | 
75. ¶ Peſcara, his Name Avalos, The 
or his Eſtates in Naples. Come 
76.) Del Baſto, his Name Ava- 
los, his Eſtates in Naples. 
7. Priego, his Name Cordova and Aguilar, 
his Eſtates in: Andaluſia. (Duke of Feria.) 
78. Santa Cruz, his Name Bazan, his 
Eſtates in Caſtiſlle. (Aſtorgas.) 
15 79. Velada, 
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79. Velada, his Name Davila, his Eſtates 


in Caſtille. 


80. De los Pelez, his Name Faxardo, his 


7 Eftates i in Murcia. 


8 1. Villa Franca, his Name Toledo and 
O/orio, his Eſtates in Leon, Galicia, and 
Naples. © 

82. Villina, his Name Pacheco, his Eſtates 


in Caſtille and the Mancha. * Duke of 
e ) 


Convprezs or Eien of, 


83. Altamira, his Name Maſe, his E- 
ſtates in Galicia. 


84. Aua de Li ſto, his Name Henriques, 


his Eſtates in Caſtille. 


86. Urenna, his Name Tellez Giren, his: 
Eſtates in Audaluſia. (Duke of Oſſuna.) | 
86. Aranga, his Name Urrea, his Eſtates 
in 2 1 


87. Benevento, his Name . his 
Eſtates in Caſtille. : 
88. Cabra, his Name Cordova, his Eſtates 
in Andaluſia. (Duke of Seſſa.) 
89. Egmont, his Name Egmont, his Eſtates 
in Flanders. 


90. Fuenſalida, his ne Gets: his E- 
ſtates in Caſtille. 


q. Lemos, his Name Caſtro, his Eſtates 
in Galicia, (Mardel Car pio.) 


92. Lerin, 
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92. Lerin, his Name Braumont and Tole- 
do, his Eſtates in Navarre. 
93. Monterey, his Name Azevedo Zuniga 
and Fonſeca, his Eſtates in Galicia. 

94. Oltvares, his Name Guſman, his E- 
ſtates in Andaluſia. (Med. de los Torres.) 

95. Onnata, his Name Ladron de Guevera, 
his Eſtates in Caſtille. (Med. de los Torres.) 
96, Oropeſa, his Name Toledo, his Eſtates 
in Caſtile. . | 

97. Santa Gadea, his Name Padilla, his 
Eſtates in Caſtile. 

98. Medellin, his Name Portocarrero, his 
Eſtates in Palma. 


Of theſe Grandees there are ſome more 
eminent than others. The Family of the 
Duke of Medina Celi, Don Louis de la Corda, 
Henriques de Ribera, Sandoval y Roxas, Ayala, 
Arragon,, Faule y Cordova, may well be e- 
ſteem'd the firſt, as that by the Corda he is 
lineally deſcended from the Kings of Caftille 
and France; and by the Arragon, the Mo- 
ther's Family, from the Kings of Arragon, 
all whoſe royal Enſigns he carries in his 
Arms; there is united in his Perſon Seven 
Grandeeſbips, as enjoying the Titles and E- 
ſtates of Medina Celi, Cardonna, Segorbe, 
Lerma, y Alcala, being five Dukedoms ; 
Comares and Denia two Marquiſates; be- 
ſides a great many other Titles, which only 
carry the Pre- eminence of Titles of Corn, 
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of which we ſhall ſpeak hereafter ; to theſe 


Titles he has the Support of above 40000 


Ducats per Annum, above 100000 Pounds 
Sterling; ſo that I doubt not but he may 
juſtly deſerve the Appellation of the moſt 
Illufirious Subject in Europe. 


Gu/man, Duke of Medina Sidonia, was in 
very high Eſteem till his Concern in the Re- 
volr of Portugal from Spain, the Duke of 
Braganza, after King of Portugal, having | 
marry'd his Siſter, who were Parents of our 


Queen Katherize ; his Revenue was 100000 
Ducats by Cuſtoms of his Port Sz. Lucar, 


and 100000 Ducats by his Fiſhery of Tun- 


ny-Fiſh at Carles, r00000 Ducats by Rents 
of Lands. And of the ſame Family is G 
man Duke of Medina de los Torres, St. Lucar 


the greater, Prince of Stillano; by which his 
Name Carafſa, Conde de Olivares, and Con- 


de de Onnate; by which laſt his Name is 


Ladronde Guevera, and is hereditary Poſt- 


Maſter-General of Spain. This Family came 


to their Grandeur by Marriage, and being 
chief Miniſters to Philip IV. they are ac- 
counted the richeſt Subjects the King of 
Spain has, poſſeſſing near 120000 Ducats 


per Annum Revenue. N. B. A Ducat is a- 


bout 45. Sterling. | 
| Velaſco, Duke of Frias, better known by 
the Title of Conſtable of Caſtile, is eſteem'd 
the moſt ancient, from whence that of the 
Poet, Tan Hidalgo como el Rey y mas vicioque 
| Velaſco, 


+ A gas @&64 _D« i 4 * 


Family. 
at Dinner with the Marquis del Prizgo, who 


Velaſco, As much a Gentleman as the King, 


and more ancient than FVelaſco; an hy perbo- 


lical Speech to expreſs the Antiquity of that 
The late Conſtable being one Day 


is alſo Duke of Feria, as the Cuſtom was, 
the Marquis's Cook ſer the laſt Diſh on the 
Table. The Conſtable commending his Ci- 
vilities, the Marquis reply'd, he did well to 


commend him, for he was of his Family. 


Upon which the Conſtable demanding his 
Name, which was Pedro Velaſco, return'd 
on the Marquis, Here you ſee the old Pro- 
verb confirm'd, Majores Pedro que fu Amo, 
Peter is a better Man than his Maſter. The 
firſt Gentleman of the Family of Yelaſco is 
the Marquis del Pico, Governor of the Cita- 
del of Antwerp at this time. 

Henriques, Duke of Medina Rioſeca, better 


7 known by the Titles of Admiral of Caſtille 
and 3 Duke of Infantado, by that of 


Admiral of Arragon; and ſeveral of theſe 
are united to other Families. The lower 
Nobility of Spain are ſuch, as tho' they en- 
joy the Titles of Dukes, Marquiſſes, Princes, 
Earls, Sc. yet they have not the Privilege 
of covering in the King's Preſence, and are 
call'd Titles of Caſtille; among which the 
Grandees eldeſt Sons are chief. The Grandecs 
have all the Style of Excellency, but theſe 
only of Lordſhip, unleſs otherwiſe gradua- 
ted by Offices or Places; theſe Titles are 


3 very 
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amhitious of Honour, and by conſequence 
many very poor. A Friend of mine in Seville 
told me, that in one Year in that City only 
they had above 30 new Titles of Earls and 

Marquiſſes made, which before, as he told 
me, (no coman) did not dine; and | aſking 


him what they did now, he made anſwer, 


que no cenavan (they did not ſup) ſo true it is, 
that they will ſtarve their own Carcaſes and 
their Families for an empty Title, and yet 
they will have a Coach and good Cloaths 
whatſoever becomes of the reſt. 

The Gentry are as numerous in Spain as 
in any Country in the World, and their Fa- 
milies are very ancient; the reaſon of their 
preſerving them ſo well is, that all Eſtates 


in Land are entail'd, and cannot be aliena- 


ted, but in caſe of Failure of Iſſue, and that 


then not without a great deal of Charge and 


Trouble, which is the occaſion that Land is 
ſo very dear; it is worth 39 or 40 Years 
Purchaſe; alſo in every City, in the Ar- 
chives, they keep a Regiſter of all the Fa- 
milies that belong thereto,with the Alliances 
they make, which are the more neceſſary, 
becauſe no one can be made a Knight with- 
out full Proofs of his being clear for four Ge- 
nerations, by Father and Mother, of the 
Blood of the Fews and Moors, with whom 
the Spaniards have been very much mix'd in 
former Times, eſpecially in Audalu/ia ; there- 

3 fore 


very numerous, the Spaniards being very 
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fore Men of Eſtates in Spain are extremely 
ambitious of Knighthood, becauſe then their 
Blood 1s out of queſtion ; and every younger 
Brother of a good Family is alſo very deſi- 
rous thereof, both becauſe that Honour may 


maintain him in that Reſpect in the World 


which his want of Eſtate would loſe ; and 
alſo for that, thereby they are capacitated 
more readily to obtain Offices and Places 
civil and military. I have known ſeveral 


made Knights that all their Eſtate and Cre- 


dit would hardly amount to make up 60 /. 


for the Charge of being inveſted therewith. 


I remember to have ſeen 14 Knights in the 


Retinue of the Marquis of Laguna, when he 


went Viceroy to Mexico, in his Livery ; fo 
that we may well put the Knights of Spain 
into the old Liſt of the poor Companions. 


The Orders of Knighthood in Spain are 
theſe (for that of the Golden Fleece, nor that 
of St. John, cannot be reckon'd Spaniſh Or- 
ders, the former being given only to ſome 


very great Men, and that in Flanders and 


Germany as well as Spain, and 1s peculiar to 
the King of Spain, as Duke of Burgundy, and 
Head of the Houſe of Auſtria; the laſt i 

common to all the Popiſh Geatry in ue 
therefore the Spaniſh Orders are, St. Jago, 
Calatrava, and Alcantara; there is hardly 
any Grandee gr Nobleman in Spain that is 


not of one of theſe Orders z and it is benefi- 
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cial as well as honourable, they having ma- 
ny Commendaries belonging to them. 

The firſt Order, of St. Jago, is the eldeſt, 
tho? not eſteem'd the beſt ; becauſe they, in 
producing the Proofs of clean Blood, par- 
don the quarter Part of the Mother's Side, 
which the others do not. The Habit is a 
long white Robe, and the Badge is a red 
Dagger, which they wear wrought on their 
Cloaks, and enamell'd on a golden Scollop- 
ſhell, which Shell you ſee S7. Fago's Pilgrims 
wear. 

This Onder hath 42 Commendaries in the 
Province of Caſtille, and 45 in Leon, beſides 
10 Alcades and Lieutenancies. 

The ſecond Order is Calatrava, whoſe 
Badge is 4 red Flower- de- luces croſs-wile ; 


it has 34 Commendaries and 8 Priories. 


The third Order is Alcantara, whoſe Badge 
is the ſame with Calatrava, but green; it has 
33 Commendaries, 4 Alcades, 4 Priories. 
All theſe Orders yield to the Poſſeſſors of 
the ſeveral Commendaries 44000 Ducats 
yearly Rent, beſides the Maſterſhips, which 
are worth 30000 Ducats per Ann. which are 

at preſent poſſeſs'd by the King. Thoſe 
Officers, by the Power and Influence they 
have over Knights of their ſeveral Orders, 
for ſome Time paſt were thought too great 
for Subjects to enjoy as formerly they did. 
Over and above theſe Rents, the ſeveral Or- 
ders allow all their ſeveral Knights Profeſ- 
| ſors, 
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ſors, that have not Commendaries, and that 
will demand it, 120000 Marvedies a Year 
for Bread and Water. 
Further, for the Employment and Ad- 
vancement of this numerous Nobility and 
Gentry, the King of Spain has to beſtow 
about 1700 Offices, Eccleſiaſtical, Civil, 
and Military; amongſt which ſome of the 
chief are, 9 Viceroyſhips, of Naples, Sicily, 
Arragon, Valentia, Navarre, Sardinia, Ca- 
talgma, Peru, and Mexico.. Governments 
near upon as conſiderable, Flanders, Milan, 
Galicia, Biſcay, Andaluſia, upper and lower 
Murcia, Seville, Majorca, Minorca, Ivica, 
Canaries. In Africa, Oran, Ceuta, Eaſt-India, 
Philippine-Iſlands. In America, Governor, 
Captain-General and Preſident of the Chan- 
cery of St. Domingo. The Iſland of Hiſpaniela, 
Governor and Captain-General of Sf. Chri- 
ſtophers, of the Havana, Governor of Cuba, 
Governor and Captain - General of Port 
Rico, Governor and Captain- General of 
Florida, Governor of the Iſlands of Marga- 
rita, Governor and Captain-General of New 
Andaluſia, Governor and Captain-General 
of Tucatan, Preſident and Governor of the 
New Galicia, Governor and Captain-Gene- 
ral of New Biſcay, Governor and Captain- 
General and Preſident of Guatimala, Gover- 
nor of Luconuſco, Governor and Captain- 
General of Honduras, Governor of Maraca 
Jo N 2 9, 
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go, Governor and General of Coſta Rico, and 
Governor of Terrenates. 

The Revenues of the Crown of Spain are 
reckon'd about 37 Millions of Dollars, 
wherein they reckon but 3 and a half from 

the Meſt-AIndies yearly. 

In Spain, in Caſtille alone, are 5 Archbi- 
ſhops, 31 Biſhops, whoſe Revenues are a- 
bove one Million and a half. To make a 
better Judgment of the Grandeur of Spain, 
conſider, that as it appears by the Books of 
Accounts of the Council of the Indies, there 
has enter'd into Spain from theſe Parts from 

the Year 1545 to the Year 1667, 1550 Mil- 
lions of Dollars Value in Gold and Silver; 
of all which the King has the one fifth Part ; 
| beſides which there always comes a great 
Quantity out of Regiſter, at leaſt one fourth 
Part of the whole, of which the Mountains 
of Potoſi alone have produc'd 300 Millions 
of Silver. Beſides the Plate, there comes 
from thence a vaſt Wealth in Pearls, pre- 
cious Stones, Cocheneal, Indigo, Vigonia 
Wool, and other Commodities. 

In the Indies the King promotes 6 Arch- 
biſhops, 32 Biſhops. In Arragon 1 Archbi- 
ſhop and 7 Biſhops. In Valentia 1 Archbi- 
ſhop and 2 Biſhops. In Catalonia 1 Archbi- 
ſhop, 8 Biſhops, and the Biſhops of Ma- 
jorca. In the Iſlands of Sardinia 3 Archbi- 
ſhops and 4 Biſhops. In /taly 8 Archbiſhops 
and 17 Biſhops. In Sic) 3 Archbiſhops 
and 
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and 7 Biſhops ; beſides a great Number of 

Abbots, Priors, and Dignities without 
Number; of all which the Pope has not 
the Spoils of the Dead, nor the Fruits of 
the vacant Sees. 

The Government of Spain by 10 Conſth- 
tution is a limited Monarchy, ſucceſſive in 
a right Line both Males and Females. The 
Male Line ended in Ferdinand, who united 
Caſtille and Arragon by Marriage with Ja- 
bella of Caſtille, whole Daughter and only 
Child marry*d Philip the Fair, by whom the 
Crown came into the Houle of Auſtria, 
Charles V. Emperor being ſole King of that 


Family. Philip I. dying before his Wife, 


the Limitation of the Monarchy is by the 
Cortes (or Parliament) compos'd of 20 Ci- 
ties and one Town, viz. Burgos, Leon, Gra- 
nada, Seville, Cordoua, Murcia, Faen, Ma- 
drid, Cuenca, Samora, Galicia, Guadalaxara, 
Valladolid, Salamanca, Avila, Soria, Segovia, 
Tora, Eſiremadura, Palencia, and Toledo; 
each of which ſends two Deputies, who are 


choſen by and out of the Aldermen or Com- 


mon-Councils of the reſpective Cities, who 
are hereditary. Theſe Deputies mult bring 
deciſive Procurations from their reſpective 
Cities. On their meeting they are cover*d 
in the King's Preſence, and ſit and take an 
Oath of Fidelity to him, and that they have 
no private Orders from their Cities, other 
chan what cheir Procurations expreſs; and 


when 
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when they enter upon Buſineſs, they take an 
Oath of Secreſy amongſt themſelves. They 
have two Secretaries within themſelves ; and 
the eldeſt of the Procurators or Members 
for Burgos acts as Preſident or Speaker; but 
no Act can paſs without the Conſent of all. 
If it be Matter of Grant to the King, then 
their Votes are caſt, or given privately ; but 
if it be Matter of Juſtice, or private Con- 
cerns, which is firſt determin'd, they give 
their Votes publickly, and then the Majo- 
rity carry it. When any Act paſles, they 
carry 1t to the King tor bis Conſent. They 
are call'd by Letters convocatory from the 
King, and Privy-Council, or Council of 
the Chamber; and diſſolv'd by a Notefa- 
ction of the Preſident of the ſaid Council; 
but they leave a Deputation at Court of 8 
Members, 4 for Action, and 4 for Abſence 
or Infirmities. The Cortes have never been 
call'd ſince the Year 1647, when they gave 
the King the Millions or general Exciſe, and 
will not be call'd any more, unleſs upon the 
utmoſt Exigences of Affairs, their Power 
being ſo great in calling Miniſters to ac- 
count, examining into all male Adminiſtra- 
tion ſince their laſt Seſſion; but their Acts 
only bind the Kingdom of Caſtille and its 
Dependents, that of. Arragon having its States 
and Juſtice apart, but are now alſo diſcon- 
tinu'd; ſo that now the whole of the Spa- 
mh Government lies in the Power of the 
King, 
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King, and his ſeveral Councils, who reſide 


at Madrid, and whoſe Pragmatica's, or Pro- 


clamations in the King's Name, have the 
Force of Laws in their ſeveral Provinces, 


and are, the Supreme Council of Caſtille, the 


Council of Arragon, the Council of the In- 


dies, the Council of 1zaly and Flanders, Coun- 


cil of the Chamber or Cabinet, which is on- 
ly the Preſident, and 3 or 4 of the Council 


of Caſiille, at the King's Pleaſure ; and theſe 
are they that have the chief Management of 


Affairs of Government; tho? there is alſo a 
Council of State, which is above all in Ti- 
tle, tho' in reality it is more for State than 
Uſe. Beſides theſe, there are Councils of 
War, of Revenues, of the Inquiſition, of 
Orders of Knighthood, of the Cruſado, 
which are for the Management of theſe ſe- 


veral Matters. 


The Law of the Land, where the King's 
Proclamations do not intervene, or the de- 


ſpotick Power of the Inquiſition, is purely 


Civil; where in Criminal Caſes no Man is 
condemned by Witneſles alone, without his 
own Confeſſion, which however Is extorted 
by Torment of the Wrack. And in Caſes of 
Meum and Tuum, all Suits are managed be- 
fore Alcades or Judges of the refpective 
Towns or Cities, by way of Bill and Anſwer 
in Writing, from which there are Appeals to 
the Supreme Courts of Chancery at Granada 
Sc. where there are Pleadings. But there are 

a great 
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a great many Exemptions from the common 
Courſe of Law, on account of Privileges, as 
all Churchmen, all that belong to the Inqui- 
ſition, all Soldiers, all Knights, and all Per- 
ſons belonging to the King” s Revenue; all 
whom appeal, in caſe of Proſecution, Cri- 


minal or Civil, to their own Judges; or final- 


ly to their reſpective Councils at Madrid. Be- 
ſides, the Power of the Church in preſerving 
any other Perſon that flies to it from the or- 
dinary Juſtice in any Caſe, from whence he 
cannot be taken but by Order of the Pope's 
Nuncio or Legate, who is uſually the A-bp. 

of Toledo, Primate of Spain, and generally a 
Cardinal, and a Spaniard. Thus have you a 
brief Account of what has occurr'd to my 
Notice touching Spain, or more properly Ca- 
ſtille, wherein 1 had my Reſidence ſome 
Years. But the ee of Arragon is, or 
was very diſtinct, which I am not acquain- 


ted withal. 7 AP 5% 
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